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• MSA members were contacted electronically by mid-October to renew
their membership for 2007. Paper notices will be sent to those who do
not renew online by the end of October. There is a $5 discount for
renewing online before October 31, 2006. This is a change from the tra-
ditional discount and reflects the true cost savings for MSA.

MSA now has the capability to send each member their user ID (= e-mail
address) and password (= MSA membership number) with the elec-
tronic renewal message. Not having this information at hand appeared
to be a stumbling block for members renewing online. The number of
members renewing online had remained at about one-third. We hope
to build on the success of the 2006 renewal with a higher response and
avoid a large hard-copy mailing by including all the information
needed for renewal in the notice. In 2005, 916 MSA members
attempted to renew online. In 2006, this increased to 1325.

• Members and Fellows who are in the senior, honorary, and life cate-
gories are sent renewal notices. They need not pay dues, but are sent
notices because this is the best way to obtain an update of membership
information, particularly mailing addresses.

Members qualify for Senior Member or Senior Fellow status if they
have reached the age of 65, have retired from full-time professional
employment, and have been a member of the Society for at least 30
years. Senior Members and Fellows retain all benefits of MSA member-
ship (receiving Elements, voting, reduced rates on MSA products, etc.)
but need not pay dues. They can subscribe to the paper or electronic
version of American Mineralogist or other journals, purchase Society
publications, and attend short courses all at member rates. If you are
interested in senior status, select Senior Member or Fellow dues on

your next renewal and write in the text box that you would like to
become a Senior Member or Senior Fellow.

• Individuals can now apply for MSA membership online at www.minso-
cam.org/MSA/membership. They can also download application forms
that can be printed out, completed, and mailed or faxed to MSA. If you
know someone who ought to be a member of MSA, but is not, encour-
age him or her to join and direct them to the MSA website.

• MSA will have all of its usual social and technical functions at the GSA
meeting in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania (October 22–25, 2006). This is
also MSA’s annual meeting. There will be lectures by the Roebling
Medalist and MSA Awardee on Tuesday, October 24, 2006, starting at
3 pm. W.G. Ernst, 2006 Roebling Medalist, will speak on the topic
“Subduction Zone Metamorphism – An Evolving Mineralogical and
Plate Tectonic Adventure.” Daniel Frost, 2006 MSA Awardee, will speak
on the subject “Local Strain Heterogeneity in Mineral Solid Solutions:
The Relationship between Line Broadening in IR Spectra and Excess
Enthalpy.” Following these talks, at 4 pm, John Valley will give his
MSA presidential address entitled “Minerals, Molecular Selection, and
the Origin of Life.” The MSA business meeting will follow from 5:00 to
5:30 pm, and the MSA/GS joint reception will be held from 5:30 to 7:30 pm.

• The 2007 Dana Medal presentation will be made at the 2007 “Frontiers
in Mineral Sciences” meeting, June 26–28, 2007, Cambridge, UK. This is
a joint meeting of MSA, MAC, MS, and SFMC. More information about
the conference is available on the MSA website. 
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AMERICAN MINERALOGIST UNDERGRADUATE
AWARDS FOR OUTSTANDING STUDENTS 

The Society welcomes the exceptional students listed below to the
program’s honor roll and wishes to thank the sponsors for enabling
the Mineralogical Society of America to join in recognizing them.
MSA’s American Mineralogist Undergraduate Award (AMUA) is for
students who have shown an outstanding interest and ability in
mineralogy, petrology, crystallography, or geochemistry. Each student
is presented a certificate at an awards ceremony at his or her university
or college and receives an MSA student membership, a Reviews in
Mineralogy or Monograph volume chosen by the sponsor, student,
or both. Past AMUA recipients are listed on the MSA website, as are
instructions on how and when MSA members can nominate their
students for the award.

• STEVEN R. BOYD, Towson University, 
sponsored by Dr. David Vanko

• JEREMIAH D. CHRISTMAN, Oklahoma State University,
sponsored by Dr. Elizabeth Catlos

• KARA BETH DETRO, Texas A & M University, 
sponsored by Dr. Robert K. Popp

• EMILY A. FERTIG, Williams College, 
sponsored by Dr. Reinhard A. Wobus

• DANIEL HALLAU, University of Wisconsin–Madison,
sponsored by Dr. Huifang Xu and Dr. Phil Brown

• JESSICA S. HARK, The College of Wooster, 
sponsored by Dr. Jade Star Lackey

• KASIA HARPER, Brigham Young University, 
sponsored by Dr. Dana Griffen

• SARA MCPHAIL, University of Victoria, 
sponsored by Dr. Dante L. Canil

• JASON STUART MONCRIEFF, University of Oklahoma, 
sponsored by Dr. David London

• BRIAN J. MUMAW, The College of Wooster, 
sponsored by Dr. Jade Star Lackey

• BRIAN ARTHUR SANFORD, Oklahoma State University,
sponsored by Dr. Elizabeth Catlos

• MEGAN TRITES, University of New Brunswick, 
sponsored by Dr. Cliff Shaw

• SARAH VORHIES, Smith College, 
sponsored by Dr. John Brady

IN MEMORIAM

ALAN W. BERNHEIMER (Life Member – 1934)

FREDERICK HARVEY POUGH (Life Fellow – 1930)

HUGO STRUNZ (Honorary Fellow – 1948)

WERNER F. SCHREYER (Life Fellow – 1958)

ERNEST E. WAHLSTROM (Life Fellow – 1934)




