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K.H. WEDEPOHL
Goechemisches Institut, Goldschmidtstr. 1, D-37077 Goettinge, Germany

Kurt von Gehlen, professor of ore petrology and geochem-
istry at the University of Frankfurt, Main, Germany, died after
a long-lasting and serious heart disease on May 17th, 1995. He
was born on February 9th, 1927 at Kiel in North Germany,
where he got the typical imprint of a person who does not like
to talk at great length. The larger part of his life he lived at the
frontier between North and South Germany.

He heard his first professional lectures in the prisoner of
war camp and later attended the Munich, Goettingen, and
Freiburg universities. His graduate studies were supervised by
Hans Schneiderhéhn, who introduced ore microscopy into earth
science during his World War | isolation in southwestern Af-
rica, now Namibia. Kurt von Gehlen investigated the structural
relations of galena- and sphalerite-containing fluorite veins in
the southwestern Black Forest on which his thesis was based.

The pre-electron microprobe identification of ore minerals
was an art and von Gehlen became accepted as a junior artist
by masters such as Ramdohr and Schneiderhéhn. His respec-
tive studies centered on a characterization of copper, iron, and
chromium minerals. From 1953 to 1966 he continued his ca-
reer at the university of Erlangen-Nuernberg as a research as-
sistant and assistant professor. Now living close to the Bavar-
ian part of the Bohemian Mountains, von Gehlen had to split

his geologic interest between the Black Forest and Upper

Palatinate, both of which are windows into the Moldanubia??c’ple understand the sense of sharing and responsibility needed
belt of the Variscan orogeny. to make wise but often unpopular decisions, which keep re-

Not satisfied with descriptive mineralogy, he became intef€arch open for innovations and progress with a minimum level
ebureaucracy. Von Gehlen provided his experiences in a re-

ested in ore fabrics. Von Gehlen received the Goldschmidt-Prfg - -
of the German Mineralogical Society in 1960 for developin@‘arkable s_elflessness and courtgsy. He never used his position
X-ray methods to study ore fabrics. In 1962-1963 he investit @ committee to demonstrate influence and even accepted
gated with Gunnar Kullerud at the Geophysical Laboratory B%ressmg ophgatnons when he already suffereo! from the heart
Washington the solubility of Cu in the pyrrhotite structure an sease. It is important to remember such qualities. .
reported about the low-temperature properties of this mineral. From 1984_t° 1986_ Kurt von Gehlep aCteTO_' as president of
In the pioneer period of stable isotope geochemistry, he stlﬁlaei Gerr_n_an Mineralogical Society. In th's_ posmon_he addressed
ied the sulfur isotope fractionation in ore deposits of the BlalRe Participants of the1986 annual meeting at Mainz with a sta-
Forest, Silesia, the Rhine valley (Wiesloch), Pallabora (Sodiff "ePort about the genesis of Pb-Zn-F-Ba mineralizations in
Africa), and the Gamsberg area of Namibia for conclusions Bﬂuthwestern Germany, a returp to the objgcts of his earlly re-
the conditions of ore deposition. In 1970 he published Wimearch. In 1993 he formally retlrgd from his professorship at
Schiller and Nielsen early results on sulfur isotope fractioﬁ-rankfurt' There was not much time left to reflect, under the

ation in experimentally coprecipitated galena and sphaleritep.are of ?ﬁbr;ile von Gehlen and their three sons, the experi-
Von Gehlen was highly engaged in the organization of nf'c€S Of his lite.

merous national earth science projects and acted as an editor of )
several of the respective reports for more than 20 years. These SELECTED BIBLIOGRAPHY OF KURT VON GEHLEN
research programs covered subjects as mineral raw materig85 (with Sehlke, K. and Wecht, P.) Gesteine und Blei-Zink-flihrende

. o e . . lusspatgaenge zwischen Feldberg und Belchen im Hochschwarzwald. Teil I.
the Afar Depression of Ethiopia, stratified sulfide deposits, the
Rhenish Massif, and the continental deep drilling in Bavaria: - - ete bibli o of K Gehi .

. . or a copy of the complete bibliography of K. von Gehlen, request Docu-
In 1980 he served as consultant for the United Nations Stat&af am-97-652 from the Business Office, MSA, 1015 Eighteenth St., NW,
Environment Report in the section Mineral Resources. Mamgo1, Washington, D.C. 20036, U.S.A.
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Petrographie. Neues Jb. Miner. Abh. 88, 1-14 Cosmochim. Acta 26, 1189-1207.

1955 Gesteine und Blei-Zink-fiihrende Flusspatgaenge zwischen Feldberg 4865 (with Piller, H.) Optics of hexagonal pyrrhotine (Fe9S10). Mineralogical
Belchen im Hochschwarzwald. Teil 1l: Die Flusspatgaenge von Wieden und Magazine 35, 335-346
ihre tektonische Stellung. (mit einem gefuegekundlichen Anhang von @69 (with Nielsen, H.) Schwefel-Isotope aus Blei-Zink-Erzen aus Oberschlesien.

Braitsch). Neues Jb. Miner. Abh. 88, 15-54 Mineralium Deposita 4, 308-310
1957 Eine Gefuegeanalyse von Magnetkies (Pyrrhotin, FeS). Naturwiss. 44, 39870 (with Schiller, W.-R. and Nielsen, H.) Hydrothermal exchange and fraction-
395 ation of sulfur isotopes in synthesized ZnS and PbS. Econ. Geol. 65, 350-352

1960 Die roentgenographische und optische Gefuegeanalyse von ErzE982 Examples of Variscan and Tertiary Pb-Zn mineralizations close to the
inshesondere mit dem Zaehlrohr-Texturgoniometer. (Habil.-Schrift Univ. Rhinegraben. Bull. B.R.G.M. (2), Sect. Il. 2. 39-31
Erlangen). Beitr. Miner. Petrogr. 7, 340-388. 1985 (with Nielsen, H.) Sulfur isotopes and the formation of stratabound lead-

1960 Beispiele von Gefuegeregelungen optisch isotroper und anisotroper bearing Triassic sandstones in northeastern Bavaria. Geol. Jb. D 70, 213-223.
Erzminerale und Methoden zu ihrer Untersuchung. Fortschr. Miner. 38, 148987 Formation of Pb-Zn-F-Ba mineralizations in SW Germany: a status report.
150. Fortschr. Miner. 65, 87-114.

1962 (with Nielsen, H. and Ricke, W.) S-Isotopen-Verhaeltnisse in Baryt ud®92 (with Hallbauer, D.) Zur Frage der Herkunft des WitwatersrandGoldes:
Sulfiden aus hydrothermalen Gaengen im Schwarzwald und juengeren silberreiches Gold in archaischen Quarzschiefern vom Vredefort-Dom,
Barytgaengen in Sueddeutschland und ihre genetische Bedeutung. GeochimSudafrika. In Jacob, K.-H., Ed., Festschrift 80. Geb. Albrecht Wilke, 7 p.



