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Kenneth DePencier Watson, one of North America’s
most respected economic geologists, passed away unex-
pectedly at his home in Pacific Palisades, California, on
February 23, 1986, at the age of 70. Professor emeritus
of geology, Department of Earth and Space Sciences,
University of California, Los Angeles (UCLA), and a
principal officer and geological consultant for Dome Mines
Limited, he was actively continuing teaching, research,
and applied geological investigations, chiefly in Canada.

Ken, as he was affectionately known throughout the
academic and mining communities, was born in Vancou-
ver, B.C., on July 19, 1915. He received his bachelor’s
degree in geological engineering at the University of Brit-
ish Columbia (UBC) in 1937, and his Ph.D. in geology
from Princeton in 1940. Before joining the UCLA faculty
in 1950, he served as an instructor in geology at Princeton
for three years and as an associate professor, then profes-
sor, of geology at UBC for four years.

Prior to 1943, Ken carried out mapping projects for
the Geological Survey of Canada in the northern Cordi-
llera and for the Geological Survey of Newfoundland in
various parts of that island. During 1941, he was em-
ployed by Dupont as a field geologist in the Dominican
Republic. From 1943 to 1946, he served as an associate
mining engineer for the British Columbia Department of
Mines.

In 1947, Ken began a long association as a geological
consultant to—and member of the Board of Directors
of—the Dome Mines Group. Although his consulting work
for Dome included the evaluation of many different ven-
tures, especially gold deposits, he was particularly in-
volved with the developments of Campbell Red Lake
Mines Limited and Sigma Mines (Quebec) Limited. Dur-
ing this period, he made significant contributions to op-
erations at the Mindamar Mine in Nova Scotia. He also
took part on Dome’s behalf in the Mattagami Syndicate
and the MacKenzie Syndicate, which resulted in the dis-
covery of the Mattagami and the Canada Tungsten Mines,
respectively. At the time of his death, he was an active
director of Sigma Mines (Quebec) Limited.

Appointed as associate professor in the UCLA geology
department in 1950, Watson was promoted to the full
professorship in 1952. He directed the department as
chairman during the important formative period 1960-
1963. He was always a positive force in the geology de-
partment and on the campus, and he took part in nu-
merous committee deliberations, as well as serving for
several years in the 1970s as departmental graduate ad-
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visor. He became emeritus professor in 1983 after 33
years at UCLA.

A specialist in ore deposits and in the mineralogy and
petrology of ultramafic and alkaline rocks, Ken’s profes-
sional work is characterized by careful attention to de-
tails, scientific rigor, and meticulous adherence to only
those conclusions fully supported by the data. Not given
to speculative interpretations, his papers are models of
clarity, precision, and conciseness. In aggregate, his re-
search exhibits a wide range of topics in descriptive and
genetic mineralogy, especially dealing with sulfide para-
geneses, and with prehnite (optical properties, chemistry,
and field occurrences), ophiolite petrology and geologic
occurrences, carbonatites, eclogites, and the kimberlites
of eastern North America and of the American South-
west. Watson was the first to draw attention to the sim-
ilarity of phase assemblages and mineral chemistries of
eclogites from the Four Corners area with Franciscan
eclogites of the California Coast Ranges. (Publications
exclusive of abstracts are listed at the end of this me-
morial.)

An effective, popular, and warmly regarded teacher,
Ken was at home in the lecture room, the microscope
lab, and on the outcrop, with students at all levels. He
was admired within the department for nearly perfect or-
ganization and lecture notes, a relaxed, measured pace—
yet a fact-filled delivery, and an extraordinarily clear
chalkboard style. As important as these attributes were
Ken’s droll, wry, irrepressible sense of humor and con-
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stant good nature that characterized his dealings with as-
sociates, students, and the lay public. He invariably treat-
ed everyone with honesty, tactfulness, and genuine
consideration; in a word, he was a true and absolute
gentleman. During his teaching career, he was the formal
and informal advisor of many M.S. and Ph.D. students.
Among them are Bob Castle, Perry Ehlig, Warren Ham-
ilton, Ken Hsii, Dale Jackson, Gordon Medaris, Kitty
and Al Barrows, Calvin Miller, and Doug Morton. Ken
had been recalled from retirement and was scheduled to
have taught the introductory petrology course in the
UCLA Earth and Space Sciences Department during
spring quarter, 1986; he was eagerly looking forward to
this service inasmuch as it was one of his favorite sub-
jects.

A devoted family man, Ken married Mary Rita Crotta
on December 23, 1941. They have three children, Doug-
las, Rita, and Marcia. Ever a closely bonded family, Ken
and Mary’s pleasure in the companionship of their chil-
dren has only been exceeded, perhaps, in the joy they
have found in six delightful grandchildren.

In both academic and consulting carcers, Ken was
widely known, universally admired, and warmly respect-
ed. He will be remembered fondly and deeply missed by
all those who knew him. His friends, colleagues, students,
and family have established the Ken Watson Scholarship
fund in order to support the studies of outstanding UCLA
Earth science students. This seems to be a most appro-
priate memorial, for Ken was above all an objective
scholar, a dedicated teacher, and a loyal member of the
department and the UCLA community.
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