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Abstract

Nine (Fe;—xMn,);(POy), solid solutions (0.1=x=0.9) with the graftonite-type structure
have been prepared and equilibrated at 1070 K. The structure contains three distinct cation
coordination polyhedra, all distorted: one octahedron, and two five-coordinated polyhedra.
Accurate unit cell dimensions (P2,/c) have been obtained from Guinier—-Hiigg photographic
data for these phases. Mossbauer spectra in combination with a neutron diffraction study of
J(Feg soMng 50)3(PO4), have been used to determine the cation distribution for the various
compositions. Mn”>* preferentially enters the distorted octahedra and Fe?* the five-
coordinated sites. The site populations obtained are in agreement with general cation

preference trends.

Introduction

Many studies have been performed with the aim
of determining how approximately equidimensional
cations distribute themselves among distinct crys-
tallographic sites in minerals and inorganic struc-
tures. Such studies are principally concerned with
important oxysalt structures of natural and synthet-
ic minerals containing ubiquitous elements such as
calcium, iron, manganese etc. However, only 4-, 6-,
and 8-coordinated environments have been investi-
gated in detail so far. Therefore we have started
investigations involving five-coordinated sites
based on the farringtonite structure type (e.g. Du-
Fresne and Roy, 1961; Calvo, 1963; Nord and
Kierkegaard, 1968). Some results have already been
published (e.g. Nord, 1977; Nord and Stefanidis,
1980; Annersten et al., 1980). We now extend our
studies to graftonite solid solutions of Mn;(POy), in
Fe;(POy),. There are three distinct cation sites in
Fe;(POy),: M(1), M(2), and M(3). M(1) has a distort-
ed octahedral environment, while the two other
cations have five-coordinated polyhedra that are
distorted and geometrically are somewhere be-
tween a trigonal bipyramid and a tetragonal pyra-
mid (Kostiner and Rea 1974). According to the
criteria of Stephenson and Moore (1968), M(3)Os is
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somewhat closer to a trigonal bipyramid, while the
converse is true for M(2)Os. The same situation was
found in the isomorphous mineral graftonite with
the composition (Fey ¢oMng 27Cag_13)3(PO4), (Calvo,
1968). The graftonite structure, though, is unusually
flexible so that chemical and structural changes
may take place although the basic framework is
preserved. For instance, Calvo (1968) found the
M(1) cations in his graftonite to be 7-coordinated.
We now report on the cation distribution in nine
synthetic (Fe.,Mn,);(PO,4), solid solutions, iso-
structural with Fe;(POy),. The investigations are
based on Mossbauer spectroscopic measurements
in combination with X-ray and neutron diffraction
data.

Experimental

Fe3(PO,4); and Mn;3(PO,), were prepared as earli-
er described (Nord and Kierkegaard, 1980). These
batch samples were used for all other preparations.
The nine (Fe,..Mn,);(PO,), solid solutions were
made by heating stoichiometric amounts of the two
pure orthophosphates in evacuated and sealed silica
tubes at 1070 K (800+10°C) for one month and
afterwards quenching them in water. X-ray powder
diffraction data for each sample were obtained at
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room temperature (~ 295 K) using a Guinier-Hagg
type focusing camera (monochromatized CrKe, ra-
diation, KCl internal standard).

Moéssbauer spectra (*’Fe) were recorded in trans-
mission geometry using a conventional set-up work-
ing in constant acceleration mode. The material
studied (~ 5 mg Fe per cm?) was thoroughly mixed
with lucite powder, heated to 380 K where lucite is
melted, and cooled. Mdssbauer spectroscopic data
were then obtained and analyzed as described by
Annersten et al. (1980).

Neutron powder diffraction data were collected
at room temperature at the STUDSVIK R2 reactor
(Studsvik, Nykoping, Sweden) from 3 cm? (~ 10 g)
of powdered (Fegy soMng 50)3(PO,)» kept in a vanadi-
um cup. A double copper-crystal monochromator in
parallel setting was used. The average flux was 10'°
neutrons - m~2 - s~! for A =~ 1.56A. Data were
collected for 2 = 6 = 40° (A9 = 0.04°) with a total
scan time of 12 days.

X-ray diffraction data

Graftonite and all solid solutions studied herein
crystallize in the monoclinic space group P2,/c (No.
14). Accurate unit cell dimensions were obtained by
conventional procedures (programs LAzY and
CELREF by A. G. Nord). The cell parameters are
listed in Table 1. For clarity, the unit cell volumes
versus compositions are plotted in Figure 1. The
curve V = f(x) for (Fe,;.xMn,);(PO,), obeys Ve-
gard’s law up to x =~ 0.6, at which point the cell
volume increases in a non-linear fashion. This may
indicate a change in substitution mechanism as well
as presaging the final break-down of the graftonite
structure for pure manganese orthophosphate:
when quenched from 1070 K, Mn;(PO,), did not
form a graftonite-type structure, but another struc-

Table 1. Unit cell dimensions (P2,/c) for (Fe,. Mn,);(PO,).
graftonite-type solid solutions (0 = x = 1) at 295 K

V(&%)

- alh) BLR) e(R) 8(%)

0 8.882(3) 11.171(4) 6.143(2) 99.31(4) 601.5(5)
0.10  8.863(3) 11.229(5) 6.139(3) 99.25(3) 603.0(8)
0.20 8.8u2(k4) 11.280(6) 6.137(2) 99.15(4) 604.3(9)
0.30  8.829(1) 11.320(2) 6.142(1) 99.15(1) 606.1(3)
0.bo  8.819(2) 11.352(3) 6.147(1) 99.14(2) 607.6(4)
0.50 8.810(W) 11.370(8) €.155(3) 99.07(5) 608.8(9)
0.60  8.806(5) 11.386(8) 6.174(3) 99.00(2) 611.3(9)
0.70  8.803(2) 11.406(3) 6.181(1) 99.00(2) 613.0(4)
0.80  8.804() 11.423(6) 6.201(2) 99.00(4) 615.9(7)
0.90 8.803(4) 11.429(5) 6.226(2) 98.97(4) £18.8(7)
1% g.81 11.45 6.27 99.0 6247

Figures within paventheses are the standard deviations according
to the least-squares procedure

%) data taken from Stephens (1967)
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Fig. 1. Unit cell volume V (Z = 4) versus composition x for
(FexMn,)3(POy4), (0 = x =< 1). The value for pure Mn-graftonite
(o) is after Stephens (1967).

ture, denoted B8'-Mnz(PO,), by Stephens and Calvo
(1969), occurred.

Massbauer data and analysis

The Mossbauer data are summarized in Table 2
and Figures 2 and 3. The peak positions at room
temperature do not change much with the composi-
tion x in (Fe; . Mn,)3(PQ,),. In agreement with the
crystal structure, the Mossbauer spectrum is com-
posed of three doublets, giving six partly overlap-
ping lines numbered from 1 to 6 after increasing
velocity. The lines 1, 2, and 3 overlap considerably
building up the absorption profile on the left in
Figure 2. The lines 5 and 6 also overlap each other.
It is obvious from Figure 2 that the lines 3 and 4
form one doublet. Furthermore, the computer fits
favor a 1-6, 2-5, 3-4 model in agreement with an
earlier study of Fe;(PO,), by Mattievich and Danon
(1977).

The resolution of the different Fe;(PO,4), peaks is
decreased both at low and at high temperatures as
seen in Figure 3. Therefore the Mdssbauer analyses
of (Fe;.xMn,);(PO,), were principally performed
utilizing the data obtained at room temperature.
The model used gives somewhat different intensi-
ties for the three doublets in Fe;(PO,), (¢f. Table 2),
although the three distinct cation sites are occupied
by one Fe** ion; i.e., all iron occupancy factors are
equal to unity. This deviation from equal intensities
is only partly caused by different Debye tempera-
tures in iron at the three different positions as there
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Table 2. Moéssbauer parameters for (Fe, (Mn,);(PO,), (0 < x < 0.9)

x  T(K) CS (mvs) AE, (m/s) Intensities Lo W (m/s)
M(1) M(2) M(3) M) M(2)  M(3) M(1)  M(2) M(3) M) M(2) M(3)
0 4o 1.33 1.28 1.3 2.15 1.74 2.582 0.32 0.28 0.40 0.27
78 1.31 1.25  1.29 2.19  1.72 2.54 0.34 0.28 0.39 ) ) %) 0.29
295 1.19 1.11 1.16 2.10 1.59 2.37 0.34 0.26  0.40 b 1 1 0.24
715 0.90 0.86 0.87 1.4 1.8 1072 0.31  0.26 0.43 0.25
0.1 295 1220, 18 ‘216 2.06 1.56 2.36 0.30 0.28 0.42 0.79 0.97 0.94 0.25
0.2 295 1.21 1.10 1.16 2.06 1.56 2.35 0.24  0.32  0.44 0.56 0.97 0.87 0.25
0.3 295 1.2 1.10 1.16 2.03 1.56 2.36 0.21 0.34 0.45 0.43 0.90 0.77 0.25
0.4 295 1.21  1.10 1.16 2.0b 1.55 2.38 0.19 0.38 0.43 0.32 0.85 0.63 0.25
0.5 295 1.20 1.10 1.16 2.05 1.57 2.38 0.13 0.43 0.4k 0.18 0.79 0.53 0.24
0.6 295 1.22 1.10 1.16 2.09 1.58 2.37 0.10 0.47 0.43 0.11 0.68 0.4 0.26
0.7 295 1.19 1.11 1.16 2.06 1.59 2.38 0.07 0.53 0.%9 0.06 0.57 0.27 0.25
0.8 295 147 .41 L7 1.98 1.60 2.37 0.04 0.57 0.%9 0.02 0.40 0.18 0.26
0.9 295 1.13  1.12 1.17 1.93  1.61  2.37 0.04 0.60 0.3 0.01 0.21 0.08 0.25

=

temperature. A

=dbsorber temperature in degrees Kelvim. CS = centroid shift measured relative an iron foil at room
= quadrupole splitting, <.e., the peak separation in a doublet. Xpe

= site occupancies

for tron. W = full width at half maximum of the Lorentzian lines, all assumed to be equal in a fit.

%) All Xpe values have been normalized to equal intensities for Fe3(POy)y at 295 K.
The accuracy of the fitting program is *0.01 in CS, AEn, W and intensities.

is no pronounced temperature dependence in the
intensities (Table 2). A combined effect of different
Debye temperatures and small amounts (<1 %) of
Fe** and Fe,P,0, impurities may have caused this
deviation as will be discussed in a forthcoming
paper (Nord and Ericsson, manuscript). Fortunate-
ly these effects do not affect the final cation distri-
bution results since the same iron(II) orthophos-
phate sample was used for all preparations.
Moreover, some additional preparations of
Fe3(POy), were also analyzed, and they gave Méss-
bauer spectra identical to those shown in Figure 3.
There is a general trend that the centroid shift,
CS, increases with coordination number (Clark ez
al., 1967) as well as with bonding distances (Tang
Kai er al., 1980). According to Kostiner and Rea
(1974) (all distances mentioned here for Fe;(PO,),
have been taken from that reference) the six-coordi-
nated M(1) site in Fe3(PO,), has an average Fe-O
distance of 2.140A for the five nearest oxygen
atoms and 2.231A for the six nearest oxygens. The
two five-coordinated sites have mean Fe-O dis-
tances of 2.134A [M(2)] and 2.101A [M(3)]. Conse-
quently it is reasonable to attribute the doublet with
the highest CS value (1.19 mm/s at room tempera-
ture for Fe;(PO,),;) to M(1). For comparison, the
“yZn3(POy),” structure contains one five- and one
six-coordinated cation site with average metal-oxy-
gen distances of 2.05 and 2.15A, respectively
(Calvo, 1963, and personal communication, 1973).
The CS values at room temperature for the iron-
containing solid solution y-(Zng goFeq. 10)3(PO4), are
1.11 mm/s for the five- and 1.26 mm/s for the six-
coordinated cation site (Annersten et al., 1980).

The two nearest oxygen atoms are much closer
for M(2) (1.938 and 1.942A) than for M(3) (1.996 and
2.042A). Furthermore, the spread in Fe-O dis-
tances for the five oxygen neighbors is much larger
for M(2) (0.482A) than for M(3) (0.234A). According
to Ingalls (1964) the quadrupole splitting, AEq, for
ferrous iron tends to decrease when the distortion,
exceeding a threshold value, increases. Thus it
seems reasonable to attribute the smallest CS value
as well as the smallest AEq value to M(2). Accord-
ingly, we attribute CS/AEq = 1.11/1.59 (in mm/s
units) for Fe;(PO,), at room temperature to M(2),
and 1.16/2.37 to M(3) (¢f. Table 2). This assignment
may seem to be in contradiction to Bancroft’s
(1973) empirical relationship that the quadrupole
splitting increases with the coordination number
(AEq for M(1) is 2.10 mm/s). However, Bancroft’s
hypothesis was principally based on 4-, 6-,
and 8-coordinated iron sites. Furthermore, the dis-
tortion seems to be more pronouncead for M(1) with
a spread in Fe-O distances of 0.699A than for M(3),
where the spread is only 0.234A. Mossbauer studies
of some v-(Zn; , Fe,);(PO,), solid solutions have
also shown that AE, for the five-coordinated Fe**
was larger than for the six-coordinated Fe?* (An-
nersten et al., 1980).

The Mossbauer data for the (Fe,Mn);(POy,), solid
solutions in combination with the assignment made
above indicate that manganese concentrates at the
six-coordinated M(1) sites (¢f. Table 2). As a matter
of fact, further Mossbauer studies of isomorphous
(Fe,Cd)3(PO,), and (Fe,Ca);(PO,), solid solutions to-
gether with this assignment indicate that Cd** and
Ca’* also concentrate in the M(1) sites (Nord and
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Fig. 2. Mossbauer spectra of (a) (FeggoMnyg 10)3(POy4)2, (b)
(Feo.6oMng 40)3(PO,),, and (c) (Feg 30Mng 70)3(POy),, all recorded
at 295 K. The lines represent the individual Lorentzian doublets
obtained in the computer fittings. In each of the spectra one
Lorentzian doublet is dashed to make assignment easier.

Ericsson, manuscript), which is logical considering
their radii. Moreover, X-ray diffraction studies of
the graftonite (FeggoMng »7Cag 13)3(POy4), (Calvo,
1968) and the isostructural compound Cd,Zn(PO,),
(Calvo and Stephens, 1967) both indicate that the
largest cations preferred the M(1) sites of the struc-
ture.

Neutron diffraction study of (Feg 50Mng 50)3(POy4),

In order to confirm the cation site assignment
based on the Mdssbauer investigation, a neutron
powder diffracton study of (Feg soMng s0)3(PO4)»
was undertaken. Neutron data are favorable in this
case because of the widely divergent scattering
amplitudes for the metals: b(Fe) = +0.96 and b(Mn)

829

= —0.36 (in 10~ '? cm units). Using the site occu-
pancies calculated from the Mossbauer data, the
scattering amplitudes for the three cation sites in
(Feo_50Mn0_50)3(PO4)2 would be b] - —0.19, bz =
+0.33, and b; = +0.10. According to the Moss-
bauer analysis b, is assigned to M(1), and so on.
This assignment was to be verified using the neu-
tron diffraction data.

Only data for 2 = 9 < 27° were used, including
130 independent reflections. For 6 > 27° the reflec-
tions overlapped considerably, and it was impossi-
ble to define the background level. After subtrac-
tion of the background from the intensity profile,
the net intensities were processed by means of the
full-profile refinement procedure of Rietveld (1969).
In a preliminary step the scale factor, zero point,
and unit cell dimensions were refined, thus fixing
the mean neutron wavelength at 1.5594(4)A. The
complete structure was then refined with 46 param-
eters: one overall scale factor, three peak profile
parameters, 39 atomic coordinates and, to keep the
number of parameters within reasonable limits,
three isotropic temperature factors (for metals,
phosphorus, and oxygen). The structural data for
Fe;(PO,), (Kostiner and Rea, 1974) were used as
starting parameters. The R; value for the Moss-

a) RT
b) 715K

c) 40K

I | I
-2 0 2
VELOCITY (mm/s)
Fig. 3. Mossbauer spectra of Fe3(PO,), recorded at different
temperatures: (a) at room temperature (~295 K), (b) at 715 K,

and (c) at 40 K. The full lines denote the sum of the computer-
fitted Lorentzian functions.
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Table 3. Some critical data from the six powder neutron-diffraction full-profile refinements

Scattering amplitude? ) Average o(xyz)P Temperature factors (A2)
No. M(1) m(a) M(3) (Fe,Mn) P ¢} B(Fe,Mn) B(P) B(0)
1 by bo b3 0.069 0.008 0.004 0.004 -3.9(6) 1.2(6) 0.0(3)
2 by bz bp 0.197 0.032 0.009 0.008 =3(2) 6(2) 1(1)
3¢ bo by b3 (0.292) 0.3 0.014 0.014 >100 =1(2) (1)
4y bp b3 by 0.150 0.098 0.008 0.007 16(20) ~2(1) 0(1)
5 b3 b b1 0.078 0.009 0.004 0.005 -8.5(6) 2.4(9) 1.3(4)
6 b3z b1 bo 0.270 0.163 0.012 0.014 50(18) =3(2) 0(2)
The eatimated standard deviations given within parentheses refer to the last digit(e) of the respective values.
a The metal scatteving amplitudes are by = -0.19, bp = 0.33, and b3 = 0.10

c This refinement did not converge

"Average o(xyz)" represents the grand mean of the standard errors of the respective atomic coordinates

bauer model converged to 0.069 after ten cycles of
refinement (R, = 0.11, R,,, = 0.13). The five other
possible ways to combine metal scattering ampli-
tudes and cation sites were then tested in the same
way (Table 3).

The data of Table 3 favor No. 1[b; to M(1), b, to
M), and b3 to M(3)] as the correct model, in
agreement with the Méssbauer analysis. The sec-
ond best refinement (No. § in Table 3) implied
impossible metal-oxygen bond distances, and the
four other refinements clearly indicate that the
respective cation assignments are not correct. The
observed and calculated neutron data profiles for
refinement No. 1 are shown in Figure 4. The atomic
positional parameters from this refinement are list-
ed in Table 4. The large standard deviations ob-
tained for some coordinates are a consequence of
the large number of parameters in the refinement
and the small metal scattering amplitudes, which
considerably reduce the accuracy. A table of the

observed and calculated integrated intensities from
the neutron diffraction refinement (the b,b,b,
“Mossbauer’’ model) is available.!

Discussion

The Fe;(POy), structure is built up of distorted
M(1)Ogoctahedra sharing edges in pairs and arranged
in sheets throughout the structure. Edge-sharing
M(3)Os polyhedra form chains almost perpendicular
to these sheets, while the M(2)Os polyhedra are
joined to the sheets through corner-sharing. Illus-
trative figures of the structure type have been
published earlier (Kostiner and Rea, 1974; Calvo,
1968). Some averaged interatomic distances and
angles for (Feg.soMng 50)3(PO4), are summarized in

! To obtain a copy of this table, order Document AM-82-199
from the Business Office, Mineralogical Society of America,
2000 Florida Avenue, N.W., Washington, D.C. 20009. Please
remit $1.00 in advance for the microfiche.
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Fig. 4. The least-squares fit obtained between the observed intensities (continuous line) and calculated intensities (points) for

(Feo.soMng 50)3(PO,), from the neutron-diffraction full-profile refinement No. 1 (see text). The discrepancy in the fit (Iops —

plotted below on the same scale.

Icalc) is
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Table 4. Atomic positional coordinates for (Fegso
Mny 50)3(POy4), according to refinment No. 1 in Table 3

Atom X ¥ Z

M(1) 0.951(8) 0.128(4) 0.854(9)
M(2) 0.735(%) 0.058(3) 0.314(7)
M(3) 0.381(16) 0.204(8) 0.142(17)
P(1) 0.083(5) 0.146(3) 0.379(6)
P(2) 0.621(4) 0.100(3) 0.806(5)
0(1) 0.078(4) 0.060(2) 0.147(4)
0(2) 0.471(3) 0.194(3) 0.811(4)
0(3) 0.923(3) 0.188(3) 0.382(4)
o) 0.720(4) 0.112(2) 0.613(5)
0(5) 0.233(4) 0.232(2) 0.335(5)
0(6) 0.701(3) 0.081(2) 0.018(4)
o7 0.153(k) 0.056(2) 0.601(4)
0(8) 0.527(3) -0.051(3) 0.760(4)

Estimated standard deviations are given in parentheses

Table 5, with corresponding values for Fe;(POy),
and Calvo’s (1968) graftonite added for comparison.
The somewhat inaccurate atomic positional param-
eters from our neutron diffraction study resulted in
large standard deviations in the distances and im-
probably large P-O mean distances. In spite of
these effects, it can be concluded that the mean
metal-oxygen distance is significantly longer for
M(l) than for M(Z) and M(3) in (Feo_50Mn0.50)3(PO4)2
as well as in (Fey goMng »7Cayg 13)5(PO,),. This re-
flects the larger cations (Mn** and Ca?*) preferen-
tially occupying the M(1) sites, thus causing a
significant increase in the M(1)-O distances with
respect to Fe;(PO,),. The preference of Mn?* for
the M(1) site is also in accordance with the interpre-
tation of the Mossbauer data. Furthermore, AEq as
well as CS decrease in a pronounced way for M(1)
as the Mn content increases from x = 0.7 to x = 0.9
(Table 2). The unit cell volume also increases in a
more pronounced way in the same interval (Fig. 1).
We attribute this effect to substantial distortions
especially in the M(1)Og4 polyhedra, thus making the
structure less stable for higher Mn contents.

The fractional amounts of iron in the three dis-
tinct cation sites are displayed in Figure 5. The
preference of Mn?™ for the six-coordinated site is in
agreement with many other crystallographic obser-
vations. High-spin Mn?* receives zero crystal-field
stabilization energy in an octahedral environment of
oxygen ligands, and its structural role is therefore
controlled principally by local electric charge and
size effects (Peacor, 1978). Cation distribution stud-
ies have shown that relative to Fe?*, the Mn®" ion
usually occupies the largest site. Furthermore,
Fe?*, somewhat more strongly than Mn?", seems
to prefer distorted sites (Peacor, 1978; Ghose,
1978). This is again in accordance with our results.
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Table S. Average interatomic distances (A) and average angles
for three graftonite-type structures

b &

F‘e..a_ Feo,5o™o.50: - Fep, 60", 275,13+
(1)-0 2.231(4) 2.37(7) 2.43(2)
M(2)-0 2.134(4) 2.00(5) 2.14(2)
M(3)-0 2.101(4) 2.03(9) 2.16(2)
P(1)-0 1.530(8) 1.61(6) 1.55(2)
P(2)-0 1.535(4) 1.62(6) 1.55(2)
0-P(1)-0 109.5°(2) 109°(1) 110°(1)
0-P(2)-0 109.49(2) 1090(2) 1100(1)

The coordination numbers for M(1), M(2), M(3), P(1), and P(2) are
6, 5, 5, 4, and 4, respectively, except for the graftonite mineral
(e), where M(1) is 7-coordinated

&) Fe.. denotes Feg(POy)g and the values are from Kostiner and Rea
(1974)

b) Fey, soMny, 50.. denotes (Feg soMng. 50) 3(PO4) g and the values are
from this work (neutron diffraction study No. 1)

c) Fep, goMng. a7Cap.13.. denotes graftonite (Feg goMng, 27Cap.13)3(P04) o
and the values are from Calvo (1968)

Estimated standard deviations are given in parentheses

There is also a difference between the two five-
coordinated sites in the (Fe,Mn)3;(PQO,), solid solu-
tions: Fe?* somewhat prefers the M(2) ‘‘square
pyramid’’ sites to the M(3) ‘‘trigonal bipyramid”
sites, while the converse is true for Mn?*. It is
uncertain, though, whether this dependence is
caused by a size effect, the slightly different cationic
environments, or the fact that M(2)Os is more
distorted than M(3)Os judged from the variations in
the metal-oxygen distances. Finally, it is notewor-
thy that for M(3), the atomic fraction Xg. depends
almost linearly on the total amount of iron in each
phase.

In cation studies involving two Kinds of cations
and two non-equivalent cation sites, it is customary

101

0.8+

06+

X (Fe)

0 o0z | o 06 08 10
(Fe1_x Mn,)3 (PO,)»

Fig. 5. Site occupancies for Fe?* (Xg.) at the M(1), M(2) and
M(3) sites of (Fe;.,Mny)3(PO,), (0 = x =< 0.9) according to the
Mossbauer analyses.

T
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to calculate a cation distribution coefficient, Kp, for
the intra-crystalline cation exchange reaction. In
the present (Fe,Mn);(PO,), phases we have com-
bined the five-coordinated sites M(2) and M(3) and
thus defined a distribution among five- and six-
coordinated sites with the expression

Kp = (XFe - Xun)/(X¥e * Xiin),

where V and VI denote the coordination numbers.
Our nine phases gave an average of Kp = 10, which
more explicitly describes the stronger Fe** prefer-
ence for five-coordination. A comparison may be
made with a purely hypothetical (Fe,Mn);(PO,),
phase with the farringtonite structure (i.e., isostruc-
tural with Mg3(POy,), and “‘y-Zn3;(PO,),"’), contain-
ing five- and six-coordinated divalent cations. In a
study of such (Mg, Me,):(PO,4), solid solutions
(Nord and Stefanidis, 1980), the distribution factor
Kp =(Xne - XM/(X¥L - X¥g) Was determined for
Mg**/Fe** (Kp = 1.4) and for Mg?"/Mn%" (Kp =~
0.3). If the K, factor is supposed to represent the
equilibrium constant of the exchange reaction

Me*t (VD) + Mg?* (V) 2 Mée* (V)
+ Mg** (V1) [Me = Fe or Mn],

a hypothetical Fe>*/Mn?* distribution factor in this
structure type may be derived by combining the two
respective equilibrium equations, giving Kp = 5
(i.e., 1.4/0.3), which may be compared with the
above cited value of K, for the graftonite structure
type. An extensive study of several other (Fe;.
Me,);(POy), solid solutions is in progress (Nord and
Ericsson, manuscript) in order to define solid solu-
tion relationships in such structures.
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