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Silicates with branched anions: a crystallochemically distinct class
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Abstract

Branched single chains and rings can condense to multiple chains and rings, to layers, and
to frameworks. Therefore, silicates with corner-shared tetrahedral anions are divided into: (i)
unbranched sil icates; (i i) branched sil icates; and (i i i) hybrid sil icates. Branched sil icate anions
are strongly favored by highly electronegative cations, which cause shrinkage of the silicate
chains compared to stretching from electropositive cations. The electronegativity influences
the shape and topology of the sil icate anions more in sil icate chains than in sil icate layers or
even frameworks.

Introduction

Since Machatschki ( 1928), Bragg (1930), and
N6ray-Szab6 (1930), the classification of silicates has
been based on condensation of corner-shared [SiO4]
tetrahedra into finite groups, rings, chains, layers,
and frameworks. Recent refinement of this classifica-
tion was exclusively based on the linear condensation
of [SiOn] tetrahedra (Liebau, 1972). However, a few
branched anions did not fit (Liebau, 1972, Fig. l2).
This paper reviews the thirty or more silicates with
branched anions (Table l), formed by sharing cor-
ners but not edges or faces.

Definitions

[SiOn] tetrahedra that share zero, one, two, three or
four corners with other [SiO.] tetrahedra are called
singular, primary, secondary, tertiary and quaternary
tetrahedra, respectively. Silicate anions that contain
only primary and/or secondary tetrahedra are called
linear anions. These linear silicate anions are multiple
tetrahedra ISi-Os-+r], single rings "ISi"Or,] and
single chains ";'[SirOrr]. For the definition of the su-
perscripts see Liebau (1972). So far in silicares, mul-
tiple tetrahedra have been observed with only
m : 2 and 3 and single r ings with n :  3,4,6, 8,  9,  and
12. In order to characterize single chains with two,
three, or more tetrahedra per chain period, the perio-
dicity of the chain, p, is expressed by the terms zweier
single chain, dreier single chain, etc.: only chains with
p :  2,  3,  4,  5,  6, '7,9, and 12 have been observed.
Successive linkage of linear single chains or single
rings by some or all tetrahedra in their repeat unit
leads to multiple chains, multiple rings, single layers,

multiple layers, and frameworks. In contrast to the
branched silicate anions defined later, the linear an-
ions and their condensation products are called un-
branched silicate anions. They are marked by a U in
the formula, i.e. uJ[SirOr] for an unbranched, dreier
single chain like wollastonite. Additional tetrahedra
can be linked to the non-terminal tetrahedra of the
linear silicate anions. Since these additional tetra-
hedra look like branches on a stem (Fig. lb), such
anions are called branched anions. A branch may
consist of one (Fig. 2a,b) or several (Fig. 2c) tetra-
hedra. The names open branched anion (Fig. lb) and
loop branched anion (Fig. lc) are suggested when
each branch is linked to the linear part of the anion
uia only one or more than one corner respectively.
This can be expressed by superscripts o.B and /B in the

Fig. l. Various kinds of silicate anions: (a) linear single chain;
(b) open branched single chain; (c) loop branched single chain.
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Fig. 2. Topology of the known branched 0-dimensional silicate

anions: (a) open branched triple tetrahedron, oB[SioOt.] (b) open
branched uierer single ring, o8{[Si6OrE] (c) open branched sechser

single ring, 'B'"[Sir8O61]. In this and subsequent figures the topology

of the anions is schematic. The centers of the tetrahedra are repre-

sented by circles; the linear part of the anion (i.e. the "stem") by

solid circles, and the branches by open circles. Connections be-

tween tetrahedra (i.e. shared corners) are represented by solid lines
within the linear part and by broken lines within the branches.

formulae of the anions, for example, oBJISi.Otr] for
the open-branched uierer single chain of aenigmatite
(Fig. 3b) or '8J[Si6O1?] for the loop-branched uierer
single chain of lemoynite (Fig. 3c).

Branched single chains and single rings can be
linked to multiple chains, multiple rings, layers, and

qb

Fig. 4. Topology of the known branched silicate double chains:
(a) open branched zweier double chain, "t'J[SLO'e] (b) loop
branched dreier double chain, '8'J[StOro].

frameworks in the same way as linear chains and
rings. For both the branched single chains and
branched single rings and their condensed products
the term branched anions is suggested. The topology
of the known branched double chains and single lay-
ers is shown in Figures 4 and 5 respectively. In
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Fig. 3. Topology of the known branched silicate single chains: (a) open branched zweier single chain,'Bj[SioOrz] (b) open branched

uierers1nglechain,"u j [Si .O,6]  (c) loopbranched uierers inglechain, 'Bj [Si"O,r ]  (d) loopbranched sechsersinglechain, 'BJ[StO:r ]  (e) loop

branched sechser single chain, 'BJ[Si.Or.] (f) loop branched achter single chain, rBj[SirOr.] (g) loop branched zehner single chain,
,8JISirrO31].
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Table l. Survey of the silicates with branched and hybrid anions. Cations with high electronegativity values are given in italics

F i g .  R e f .

9rccchsg-g:{!Egssis!s!-e!!s!s

zuny i le  n l l2 [A104]o8 [s i5o l5 ] (oH,F) t8  opeB b lanched Er ip le  te t lahedron 2a  I

eekerise carsnalroB'clsiuolgl(ol{)2.2H20 vjerer siogre ring 2b 2

rienshanire Kcagca2Ba6(Jrn,Fe)u(ri,M,ra)rarf '"ts5ornlro,"{on), " 
'r sehss 2e 3

grcrg\9q-!:glscscig!e!-ec!ece

aErlophyll ire IG\a2Mg2 (Fe,.ir 'n) 
5?j ro'I[ sioo, r], {0, ou,f ),

aenignarire Na2pe5tioailsi6o.glo2

open branched rr..i""

vietet

loop brarched vjeter

Sshser

ac}r ter

zehnq

single chain 3a 4

3 b  5

single chain 3c 6

3 c 7

3 e B

1 I  O

3 9  l i

d  e e r i t e

howiei  te

v l a s o v i t e

laoynite

p e l l y i t e

D r d i t 6

bavenite

fenaksite Na2K2Fe2lB2I[si8o20]

li.tidionite tt.rxrcrrlE2Ilsirorl

synrheEic tr.ocrrlB2IlsiaoroJ

agrerlj.re ll.rc.olB2![sirorolr,

Bianched ?-dinensional anrons

zeophyt l i re c. , roB 3[s i ,oorr ]F8(oH)2.6H20

nel iphanire ca8(Na,ca)88a8[s ioo]roB3[s i ,oooo]ra

synrhet ic  x.o l ' fus iuo,o-

, '  ,o l83ts;uo,ol

,, N".s,.lB31siuo,ol

" li"nalB&l siro, o]
zussoanire xr . , r r 'g ls i , rntoor l (oHlz,

leuco€phenire t'tarrerrioaolBSIsi20osa]oo

Sraf,ched 3-dimensional anions

Fe; Fe; ' - i ts i6oI7l03(oH)s

Na(Fe2+, Fe3+,Mn,ug,er  ) ,  r rB\  s iuol  7 I  2 
(o,oH) 

l0

lr.ozrrl4[ s irorr]

(Na,x) 
rcazrrrt si 10026I 

.5-6H20

I 
" oa " r{r ",uz) o1 

BLt s i l 2034 l

Na4 (Na,n n) 2 isr, c a) 2RE2(zn,W,Fe,"r)ldlsi, rorol

cab8e2Ar 2 [s i3o t0 ]"82\ siuo, ,l {on),

r.ua.ro8fosi, ul,r 20391 
(oH) 

2. l .5n20

(Ba, r )o (ca,Na).{& ts i , l r )  rooo. l  tso4i3. l t2o

loop branched dreier double chain 4b 13

"  4 b  1 4

"  4 b  1 5

, '  4 b  t 6

ooen branched zweiet double chain

open branched vjerer

loop branched zvejer

vietet

f i)nf *

s€hse!

t 2

s ing le  layer  5a  17

5 b  l 8

single layer 5c I 9

5c 20

5d 2 l

5d  2 l

5 e  2 2

5f 23

l e i f  i t e

wenkite

H y b r i d  s i l i c a t e  a n i o n s

opes branched zwejer f rdercrk

dreier "

vierer t'

loop branched dreier fruercrk

vierer tt

fiinfet "

sechset "

24

syorheric K2ceodlsi5ot 
5l

a  n u n b e r  o f  z e o l i t e s ,  e . g . :

mrrolire N"olBilsiul:.ocrol.llrro

e<iir.gtoni re a"rlB:lsiret ooro] 
.anro

brewsrer i re {s i , r^)r lBgts i , rA14o32l ' loH2o

dachisrdire N"rlBg[si, rl1roo8] 
'l 2H2o

zeo l iEeA  x , r lBe l s i , r l t , r o4B l ' 27Hzo

thmsonire NancariqslroAlros0l'24H20

, 7

29

3o

3 l

3 3tinaksire }iaK2ca2rif i4[si7ot9]O hybrid dreler double chain
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contrast, linear anions can be linked with branched
ones to yield hybrid anions, whose formula may be
represented by the superscript 11 as in the dreier
double chain H'zJ[SirO,r] of tinaksite (Fig. 6), the only
known member of this new group of silicates.

Crystallochemical discussion

Is this subdivision of silicates pure formalism or is
there a crystal-chemical difference between the three
groups: (i) unbranched silicates, (ii) branched sili-
cates, and (iii) hybrid silicates?

All but one (agrellite) of the silicates with 0- and l-
dimensional branched anions contain appreciable
amounts of highly electronegative cations (Table I ).
With increasing degree of condensation of [SiOn] tet-
rahedra to layers and frameworks, the portion of
branched silicates containing strongly electronegative
cations appears to decrease. This observation relates
the classification of silicate anions into unbranched
and branched groups to the results ofa recent investi-
gation on the influence of cation properties on the
shape of linear silicate single chains (Liebau, 1977).
In the course of this investigation the shape of the
unbranched single chains was described by the perio-
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Fig. 5. Topology ofthe known branched silicate single layers: (a) open branched uierer single layer, oBi[Si'oOze] (b) open brancheduierer

single layer, oBj[Si,nooo] (c) loop branched zweier single layer,rBi[SieOrn] (d) loop branched uierer single layer,rBi[SiuO'] (e) loop branched

finfer single layer, r8-'z[SiyAlo*] (f) loop branched sechser sin9le layer, rBj[Si.O'o].

I
{

co

Fig. 6. Topology of the hybrid dreier double chain of tinaksite,
H1[Si?Orr ] .

dicity, p, of the chain and a stretching factor

-  Icnaint "=Tvp

with Icharn the identity period of the chain in A and
I" : 2.70A, the length of the edge of a [SiOo] tetrahe-
dron. Therefore, the stretching factor is a relative
measure of the deviation from a maximum stretched
chain for whichf, : 1.00. A regression analysis of the
form

-f" : eQ'7, u, N)

was per formed,  where X,7,1 are the mean values of
the electronegativit ies, the radius for coordination
number 6, and the valences of the cations respec-
tively. N is the number bf different cations that ex-
ceed more than l0 percent of all cations in the chem-
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obc
Fig. 7. Various kinds of linkages between [SiOn] tetrahedra in

chain silicates: (a) linkage in silicates with stretched linear chains
by electropositive cations: MgrujISizOu] (b) linkage in silicates with
non-stretched linear chains by electronegative cations: haradaite
SrrVzuJ[SLO'r]O, (c) linkage in silicates with non-stretched linear
chains by silicon: formation of loop branched single chains in
vlasovite NarZrlBjISirOz].

ical formula of the silicate. For silicates with even
periodic chains-the vast majority of chain sili-
cates-this regression analysis demonstrated that,
with a confidence of more than 97 percent, f, is a
function of f,: the chains are the more stretched the
lower the mean electronegativity of the cations. This
is explained by the fact that cations with very low
electronegativity transfer their valence electrons al-
most completely to the silicate anion, leading to a
charge of almost two electrons per [SiOn] tetrahedron
for silicate single chains. The strong repulsion be-
tween the charges results in rather stretched silicate
chains. On the other hand, cations with high electro-
negativities transfer fewer electrons to the silicate
chain, thus reducing the repulsion forces so that the
tetrahedral chains will collapse and give rise to lower
values of the stretching factor, /".

In silicates with stretched chains the cations form
bonds between tetrahedra of adjacent chains (Fig.
7a), whereas in silicates with strongly shrunken
chains, a bend within a chain can either be bridged by

a cation of high electronegativity (Fig. 7b), or by
another silicon atom to form a branched silicate (Fig.
7c). The observation that silicates with branched
chains contain appreciable amounts of strongly elec-
tronegative cations, together with the results of the
regression analysis that such electronegative cations
cause a shrinkage of the chain, gives a crystallochem-
ically plausible explanation for the existence of
branched chain silicates.

The influence of the cation electronegativity on the
shape of the silicate anions works for two- and three-
dimensionally infinite silicate anions as well. How-
ever, since the ratio cation:silicon decreases from
chain silicates to tectosilicates. this influence also de-
creases and, in fact, the portion of branched silicates
not containing highly electronegative cations in-
creases in the same order (Table l),

In summary, from a crystal-chemical point of view
the subdivision of silicates into those with un-
branched, branched, and hybrid anions is reasonable,
since the grouping is correlated with the electro-
negativity ofthe cations, especially in chain and layer
silicates.
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