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Manganochromite, palladium antimonide, and some unusual mineral associations
at the Nairne pyrite deposit, South Australia

J. Gneneu

Diuision of Mineralogy, CSIRO
P. O. Wembley, Westem Australia60l4

Abstract

Electron microprobe examination of a suite of samples from the Nairne pyrite formation
(Shepard's Hil l  Quarry) has revealed two new minerals, a vanadiferous manganochromite,
(Mn,Fe)(Cr,V)zOr, and a pal ladium diantimonide, PdSbr, and has indicated several unusual
occurrences including alabandite, graphite, and native nickel,  suggestive of highly reducing
condit ions. The complex mineralogy of this sedimentary deposit is a result of a high-grade
metamorphism and subsequent sl ight alterat ion.

Introduction

General studies of the Nairne pyrite ores at Bru-
kunga, 47km east of Adelaide, South Australia, have
been made by Skinner (1958), LaGanza (1959a),
George (1967), and Nenke (1972). The pyrite mem-
ber is found at the base of the Kanmantoo Group,
which consists of at least 8000m of bedded, fine-
grained quartzites, greywackes, and siltstones. The
pyrit ic beds are of Cambrian age, and have been
traced for l00km. This extension along the strike,
together with the mineral relationships and labora-
tory evidence, strongly suggests a sedimentary origin,
but considerable remobil ization occurred during am-
phibole-facies metamorphism. Sulfur content is
highly correlated with graphite. The latter varies
from l-2.4 percent in the ore beds, and these ele-
ments are thought to have a common biogenic origin
(Nenke,  1972).

Major sulfides throughout the series consist of py-
rite and hexagonal pyrrhotite, with chalcopyrite, ga-
lena, and sphalerite, less arsenopyrite, and some tet-
rahedrite associated with the galena. There is a
complex arrangement of veins and jointing which
affects the mineralogical associations. The most im-
portant veining set from a mineralogical point of
view is that of the "tension gash veins" [George's
(1967) nomenclaturel, which occur at right angles to
the fold axis and the mineral l ineation. The tension
gash veins contain massive pyrrhotite and a range of
sulfosalts and other unusual minerals.

George's work (1967, l969a,b) concentrates largely
on the origin and metamorphism of the ore body, and

Nenke's (1972) on the major mineralogy of the ten-
sion gash veins. The present work describes some
mineralogical features not previously discussed, some
of which may have a bearing on theories of the his-
tory of the deposit.

Manganochromite-a new mineral

Description

ln one polished section from the edge of a tension
gash vein in ore body 1, several euhedral grains are
present near the interface between massive pyrrhotite
and gangue. Some are elongated, ranging in size from
about lOpm diameter to about 80pm X 800pm (Fig.
1). The color in reflected l ight is brownish grey, iso-
tropic, and more highly reflecting than chromite. A
few grains are appreciably zoned as revealed by quali-
tative probe analysis, and each grain has a signifi-
cantly different cation ratio from the others. Despite
the large differences in composition (Table I ), reflect-
ance and microhardness do not vary greatly. VHN2.'
: 1000+70 (mean of l0 measurements covering sev-
eral grains). For the grain corresponding to analysis
4, reflectances in air, measured against a calibrated
secondary chromite standard, are: 47}nm, 16.8 per-
cent; 546nm, 16.5 percent; 589nm, 16.5 percent;
650nm, 16.3 percent. X-ray study shows the mineral
to have the cubic spinel structure so that it is iso-
morphous with chromite, space group Fd3m. Manga-
nochromite has a : 8.47A, Z : 8(MsOo), G(calc)
4.86-4.90. The first eight l ines (using a Gandolfi cam-
e ra  ca l i b ra ted  w i th  ThOr )  a re  4 .89 (  I  I  I  )w ;
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Fig.  l .  A somewhat i r regular  manganochromite grain (pale grey)
ly ing between hexagonal  pyrrhot i te (whi te)  and a large diopside
crystal  (grey).  Width of  f ie ld 450pm.

2.99(022)w; 2.55(l 13)s; 2.44(222)w; 2.r2(oo4)vw;
| .7 3(224)w; L63( I I 5 )s1; I .50(044)s. Copper radiation
was used, and to minimize fluorescence effects only
the back surface of the fi lm was developed. Synthetic
MnCr,On described by Clark et al. (1931) has c :

8 .453A .
Microprobe analyses were affected by the overlap

of Ka and B radiation from adjacent elements. Over-
lap parameters were determined from the pure metal
standards for the actual spectrometer settings used.
Starting with V, which needs no correction, the
counts for Cr, Mn, and Fe were reduced by the
appropriate fraction of the V, Cr, and Mn counts.
The iron content was checked using FeKp, with simi-
lar results. Matrix corrections were performed by
Colby's Magic IV program, on-line to our Mnc 4005
microprobe analyzer.

An overall spinel composition was assumed, in
which manganese was the predominant divalent
metal and chromium the predominant trivalent
metal; the name manganochromite (approved by the
IMA Commission on New Minerals and Mineral
Names) is given by analogy with the name magne-
siochromite, MgCr2Oa. Most of the grains analyzed
show considerable substitution ofvanadium for chro-
mium, so that this occurrence is a highly van-
adiferous variety.

The assumed chromite stoichiometry necessitates
that Mn. Fe. and Zn are divalent and Cr and V are
trivalent, except perhaps in analysis l, where up to 40
percent of the iron could be in the trivalent state. The
occurrence of divalent manganese and trivalent van-
adium is consistent with evidence for reducins condi-

tions described later. By comparison with synthetic
MnCrzOr and other chromium and vanadium spinels,
manganochromite probably exhibits normal occu-
pancy (Strunz, 1970, p. 176).

Long et al. (1963) noted two types of a manganese
vanadate spinel from Outokumpu which extend our
manganochromite compositions towards a vanadium
end-member (Table l ,  a  and b) . I f  the balance of  thei r
analysis is assigned to ZnO, good agreement with a
spinel formula is obtained. As there is a deficit of
divalent metals, there is also the possibil i ty of some
divalent  vanadium or  chromium.

Zoned Al-poor chromites from Outokumpu con-
tain up to 4 percent MnO, l2 percent VrOr, and 9.6
percent ZnO (Weiser, 1967), but these elements are
normally present only at low levels in natural chro-
mites. The Al, Mg, and Ti contents of the Nairne
chromites are below about 0;01 percent, except that
up to 0.5 percent TiOz is observed near the boundary
of contiguous ruti le. One grain (Fig. 2) crystall ized in
pyrrhotite in conjunction with a ruti le grain; small
inclusions of pyrrhotite were trapped or precipitated
along the boundary, and one of these can be seen in
the photograph. The ruti le contains 0.7 percent Cr,
0.25 percent V, 0.2 percent Mn, 0.4 percent Fe, and
0.5 percent W, the spinel probably being the source of
the first three elements.

The ruti le structure must have a high affinity for
tungsten, as there is no obvious source for the tung-

Table L Microprobe analyses of  manganochromite and a
manganese vanadate spinel

I 2

v 2 o 3  I . 7  9 . 9

Cx203 62 .3  56 .9

rho 24.O 21.4

I 'eO 9  .4  8 .9

zno I .7  1 .8

3 4 5 6 7

1 2 , 3  r 3 , 4  1 5 . r  1 7 . 9  2 1 . 3

5 5 . 2  5 4 . L  5 L . O  5 r , 4  4 4 . 7

L9.5  20 ,4  19 .3  23 .5  2 r .6

1 0 . 0  9 . 5  9 . s  6 , 5  8 . 6

2 . 2  2 . 2  2 . 3  0 , 6  1 . 3

E a b

2 7 . 6  5 3 . 0  6 3 . 3

t $ . 6  1 6 . 1  4 . 1

2 5 . 4  2 2 . O  2 2 . 0

7 . 0  7 . 6  7  , 6

0 . 6  ( 1 . 3 )  ( 2 . 4 )

L O t , 2  9 8 . 7  9 7 . 6

Atomlc proportions on the bas16 of 0 = 4.

r '  ( h o . z z F  
o . 3 0 ' o o . o s ) t . t z ( c t t . 8 8 v o . o 4 ) t . 9 z o 4

2 '  ( *o .68 t t0 ,zg 'o0 .05) t .o t (c t t .69vo. :o ) r .g9o4

3 '  (ho .52 t "o .3 tZoo.06)0 .s9(c t r .eavo. : r )z .o roa

4 '  (ho .os" to .30"o .oo) t .0 t ( t t t .oouo. r .o )z .ooo4

5 '  (ho .ozF"o .3 t "o .og) t .0 t ( " t r .5zVo.+o) t .9804

6 '  ( *0 .24" "0 .20 'oo .oz)0 .96( t t1 .50uo .s l  z .o ro4
7 '  (ho .70 t to .zuZoo.04) t .o t (c t r . : svo .o l )z .oooa

8 '  (ho .  
7g t t0 .  2z^o .oz)  t .o3( " t t .  t suo .  8 t )  t .99o4

a '  ( l & l . 6 F e . 2 z n . o , , ) . g ( c . . s v r . o ) z . r o a

b '  ( l o ' . 6 F e . 2 z o . 1 ) . 9 ( c t . l v t . 9 ) 2 . 0 0 4

ALL ch"onite malgses aLso include f ton .03 to .40i t  6uLfw.
MetaL stqtdpds, Height pet@nt,
AMLAeea a md b lee f"@ Long et dL'  (1963) .'Obscured by ThO, l ine.
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Fig.  2.  A euhedral  grain of  manganochromite (dark grey) in a
pyrrhot i te matr ix  (whi te) .  The l ighter  grey tongue is rut i le
contain ing Cr,  V,  Mn, Fe,  and W. Pyrrhot i te inc lusions occur
along the boundary,  only the largest  of  which is  v is ib le in the pr int .
Width of  f ie ld 220pm.

sten i in the ruti le of Figure 2, and no other tungsten-
bearing minerals have been recognised (compare
Graham and Morr is ,  1973).

Chemical associations

The spinel. The overall chromium and vanadium
content of the deposit is about 200 ppm (Nenke,
1972). Manganese has concentrated into the spinel
from an overall content of about 0.1 percent, despite
the abundance of ferrous iron in the vicinity. The zinc
content is also surprising, in view of the preference of
zinc for the sulfide phase. Vanadium (overall concen-
tration in the deposit about 100 ppm) must enter the
spinel when the supply of chromium is restricted,
because of the rather high octahedral stabil ization
energy of vanadium in the reduced trivalent form.

Katsura and Muan (1964) have already pointed
out that the Fe/Cr ratio of a normal chromite varies
with pOr, and similar results are inferred for the Mg
and Al  content  by Ulmer (1969) and Hamlyn (1975);
the same may be true of the Mn content, and it seems
likely that an experimental study of the spinel systems
couf d give an understan ding of pO2-pSr-Z conditions
during metamorphism or hydrothermal alteration.

Czamanske et al. (1976) have analyzed spinels
from a layered gabbro which were also somewhat
enriched in manganese and vanadium and were low
in MgO and AlrOr. They are thought to have crystal-
l ized from a sulfide melt. Zoning in such spinels is
very sharp (Ewers et al., 1976), in contrast to the
more subtle zoning in some of the manganochromite
grains. The low concentrations of MgO and Al2O,
could be related to their low solubil ity in the sulfide
phase. This would restrict their availabil ity to the

spinel if the sulfide is the source of the spinel, or if
transport through the sulfide is involved in the spinel
formation.

The shapes of the spinel grains and the enrichment
in trace transition metals give some indication of the
mobility involved in the metamorphic processes.
Probe analyses of the spinels suggest that there may
be some mutual solubil ity of oxide and sulfide, as
contents up to 0.4 percent S have been obtained. The
sulfur could be present as a submicroscopic sulfide
dispersion, but it is not a spurious reading due to
secondary emission or multiple scattering. The read-
ings are unaffected when surrounding sulfides are
covered with ink fi l led with a heavy absorber, and
they do not rise systematically as the edge of the grain
is approached. Moreover, such counts are not found
in quartz grains similarly surrounded by sulfide. Sul-
fur contents ofthe less regular grains at the boundary
of the gangue are lower, of the order of 0.05-0.08
percent, and these grains may not have been mobi-
l ized as freely during metamorphism. Solubil ity of
oxygen in solid pyrrhotite has already been deduced
for a natural occurrence (Bennett et al., 1972), and a
similar distribution of lamellar magnetite has been
observed in the synthetic sample described by Ewers
et al. (1976), in addition to the euhedral chromite and
magnetite which crystall ized during solidif ication. On
the other hand, the metamorphic mobil ity of the
sulfide phase is well known, and penetration of sul-
f ides into cracks in the sil icate and oxide phases can
be seen in Figure 1.

Transport of the metals through the solid sulfide at
metamorphic temperature is no problem-Ni, Cu,
Co, and Fe have been shown to diffuse macroscopic
distances in a few hours at low temperatures, espe-
cially if water is present (Ewers, 1972). For example,
Ni under a relatively small chemical gradient moved
about lmm into pyrrhotite in 200 hours at 400'C in
dry conditions. With a larger Ni gradient, in aqueous
conditions, the alteration front moved 0.23mm in I
hour  at  241"C.

Data are not so easy to obtain for Cr diffusion,
because chromic solutions are strongly oxidizing and
highly reactive, and chromous solutions are diff icult
to prepare and standardize. However, we were able to
show that Cr diffuses moderately rapidly at 500'C in
dry conditions, by annealing pyrrhotite in contact
with Cr powder freshly reduced with hydrogen. The
Cr concentration in the pyrrhotite never exceeded 0.5
percent, but levels of 0.04 percent were present at a
depth of 40p within a grain of pyrrhotite after 150
hours at 500'C. Although apparently an order of
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magnitude slower than for Ni, this diffusion rate is
very fast where a geological time-scale is involved. A
solid-state diffusion mechanism for the formation of
the spinel is therefore feasible.

It should be remembered that manganochromite
occurs in contact with massive sulfide.

Cr and V in other minerals. No Cr or V minerals
have previously been observed at Nairne. In the pres-
ent work these elements have been found in the spinel
phase, in rutile, and in a few grains of silicate miner-
als at the boundary between the massive sulfide and
the gangue. Complete equilibrium has not been at-
tained, since there is often a strong compositional
gradient in what appears to be a single mineral grain.
The concentration of Cr, V, and Mn decrease away
from the sulfide boundary. The Cr and V may have
been concentrated from the sulfide phase or from
solutions which would have been drawn to the site of
the vein in the same way as the sulfides.

Two microprobe analyses of chlorite crystals gave
a structural formula approximating (Ko.onMgr '
Feo.ro Mno.r, Cro.uu Vo.ru Al2.rr) (,4.12.41 Si'.se) Oro (OH)16.
This material contains 4.0-4.5 percent Cr2O, and ap-
proximately I percent VrO, and MnO, and can be
classified as kiimmererite. Two analyses of an amphi-
bole gave a formula (Ca,K)r.*[(Mg,Mn,Fe)s.rs(V,Cr,
Al)1.r41(Al,.o6si6.bn)O22(OH)r, with 5 percent V 2Os, 4.2
percent Cr2O3, and 0.9 percent Mn. This can be clas-
sif ied as a vanadiferous chromian hornblende.

Two different micas contained 2.2-4.3 percent
V2Os, 3.7-6.1 percent CrrOr, and 0.2-1.3 percent
MnO. Average compositions would be represented
by the formulae Kt.un[(Mg,Fe,Mn),..r(Al,Cr,V)r.oo]
(Alr.EsSi6.u)Oro(OH)o (with very low Fe,Mn) and
Kt.ro [(M g, Fe, Mn)0..u (Al, Cr,V, Ti),.ur](A12.52Sis.4s)O20
(OHT.

The former is closer to a dioctahedral (muscovite)
and the latter to a trioctahedral (phlogopite) compo-
sition. This confirms George's (1967) observation
that there must be a trioctahedral mica present,
whereas Skinner (1958) reported only muscovite.

Manganese in other minerals. Manganese occurs in
sphalerite at Nairne (Skinner, 1958). My analyses
indicate -7.5 percent Mn compared with Skinner's
value of 2.5 percent, and the higher value agrees
better with overall sulfide compositions obtained by
Nenke (1972). The Nairne sphalerite contains - I I
percent Fe, and when present in quantity it is associ-
ated with chalcopyrite. I have also fotmd a number of
other manganese minerals. Alabandite is present in
appreciable amounts in sulfides from the tension gash
veins, and nearly always appears in association with

Fig.  3.  Smal l  grain of  pal ladium diant imonide (whi te)  in contact
wi th chalcopyr i te ( l ight  grey).  Width of  f ie ld l43pm.

chalcopyrite. Nenke has demonstrated that not all
the Mn occurs in sulfide minerals. I have found con-
siderable Mn contents in the spinel and layer sil icate
phases, but only at boundaries of gangue and massive
pyrrhotite. ln other areas of the ore bodies, spessar-
tine has been observed, and the grain size may be very
large. A number of grains of pyrophanite have been
observed adjacent to ruti le from No. 2 ore body, and
a manganiferous siderite occurs sporadically. It is not
easy to guess at the distribution of Mn prior to meta-
morphism, but the manganochromite and layer-sil i-
cates indicate considerable rearrangement.

Palladium antimonide, PdSb,

A small grain of chalcopyrite within the gangue in

the same polished section that contained the manga-
nochromite had a highly reflecting appendage (Fig.

3), approximately 13 X 6pm. A microprobe analysis
of this grain is given in Table 2, which shows that the
composition is very close to Pdsbr. It was not pos-

sible to obtain an X-ray diffraction pattern, but the
mineral is optically isotropic in this section. A pyra-
mid hardness indentation partly in the mineral and
partly in the chalcopyrite indicates a VHNto, of
about 260, slightly higher than for chalcopyrite. The
mineral itself probably has a slightly higher value
sti l l , but there is no polishing relief against chalcopy-

Table 2.  Microprobe analysis of  pal ladium ant imonide mineral

Elenent weight  Z Atomic Z

Pd
sb
Fe

Cu

31.  30
6 7 . 4 4
0 . 6 4
o  . 5 4

3 3 .  9
6 3  . 8

1 . 3
1 . 0

StruetwaL formla Pdr. O( Sb l. SFn . Oqtu. O I z. O
Metal standuds.
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Fig.  4.  (a)  A grain of  pyrrhot i te isolated in s i l icate gangue, hexagonal  wi th monocl in ic margins.  The v iew (b)  under crossed nicols
shows graphite laths (white) and evidence of alteration about several defects in the grain. Width of field 200pm, oil.

(b )

rite. Color is white, and reflectivity measured against
a calibrated pyrite secondary standard is 55.4 percent
at 470nm,53.6 percent at 546nm, and 56.6 percent at
589nm and 650nm.

Synthetic PdSb, has the pyrite structure (Raub er
al., 1963) and since the new mineral is isotropic, it
may also have this structure.

Many other compounds of the platinoids with the
pyrite structure have been made synthetically (Hulli-
ger, 1968) and some are known as minerals, including
geversite (Ptsbr), sperrylite (PtAsr), and michenerite
(PdBiTe). It is probable that borishanskite (PdAsPb)
also has this structure. The latter mineral was de-
scribed by Rasin et al. (1975), who assigned it the
orthorhombic a-PdBi structure. However, the atom
ratios are wrong for this structure. All but two of its
powder diffraction lines can be well-indexed assum-
ing a cubic pyr i te structure, cel l  s ize a:5.194, and
on the basis of its AB, stoichiometry, this is the
preferred interpretation. An admixture of a-PdBi or
perhaps PdAs may explain the extra lines. Of the
above minerals, the hardness values of geversite and
michenerite and the reflectivities of sperrylite, mich-
enerite, and borishanskite are similar to those of our
new mineral; the reflectivity of geversite is reported to
be higher. These similarities tend to confirm the py-
rite structure of the new mineral.

Pyrrhotite

Oxidation-produced monoclinic pyrrhotite and pyrite

George (1967) stated that some of the disseminated
pyrrhotite was monoclinic, and I have confirmed this

with a magnetic colloid suspension, assuming that
strongly magnetic material is monoclinic. Small
grains are entirely monoclinic and larger grains are
hexagonal with a 5-l0pm monoclinic rim. A typical
grain with monoclinic rim is shown in Figure 4a.
Even the massive hexagonal pyrrhotite from the ten-
sion gash veins has narrow monoclinic margins which
extend along many of the cracks in the pyrrhotite.
These monoclinic rims are always present in the
neighborhood of pyrite inclusions, and nowhere was
a pyrite-hexagonal pyrrhotite interface observed.
Isolated pyrite grains within massive pyrrhotite are
also often separated from pyrrhotite by shrinkage
voids similar to those produced when pyrite is formed
by hydrothermal leaching of iron from pyrrhotite
with or without nickel-iron exchange (Ewers, 1972).
It seems certain that the monoclinic rims are the
result of late oxidation of hexagonal pyrrhotite, a
process which may proceed as far as the formation of
pyrite, since I have observed pyrite pseudomorphs
after pyrrhotite, a type of pyrite occurrence which
was not observed by LaGanza (1959a,b). It is sur-
rounded by "concentric FeS2" in the same way as
LaGanza's "box work pyrite", but in this case both
the massive pyrite and the "concentric FeSz" may be
rimmed by "zoned pyrite".

The apparent ease with which small hexagonal
pyrrhotite grains are oxidized to the monoclinic form
despite their sil icate surroundings suggests an elec-
tronic oxidation process similar to the deep super-
gene alteration of the sulfide nickel ore bodies at
Kambalda, Western Australia (Thornber, 1975). By
electrical measurement a high degree of connectivity



G RAHA M : MANGA NOCHROM ITE I  1 7 l

has been demonstrated, as at Kambalda. between
apparently isolated sulfide grains in polished sections
from Nairne. It seems unlikely, however, that electri-
cal contact is maintained to the smallest sulfide "par-
t ic les"  by compar ison wi th Kambalda,  where gra ins
entirely surrounded by sil icates in the truly dissemi-
nated zone are protected from oxidation. An alterna-
tive explanation is given below. The net result of the
oxidat ion would be the movement of  smal l  amounrs
of metal ions into the surrounding sil icates or ground
waters.

Lamellar graphite

As shown in Figure 4b, graphite lamellae are pres-
ent within the pyrrhotite grains, and their orientation
seems to be crystallographically controlled. It has
been assumed by Marx (197 l, 1972) that graphite can
be formed from CO, or CO by the reducing effect of
pyrrhotite. Occurrence of the graphite within the
pyrrhotite suggests to me that the two minerals in this
case are syngenetic, in agreement with Nenke (1972).
Is it possible that the highly reducing conditions at
the time of crystall ization indicated by the graphite
explain the absence of primary monoclinic pyrrho-
tite? Thus, reducing conditions may cause the forma-
tion of more reduced pyrrhotite phases from the ex-
pected monoclinic variety by altering the oxidation
state of either the metal or the sulfur component.
Occurrences of primary hexagonal pyrrhotite/pyrite
occur in graphitic schists in the Mal6 Karpaty Moun-
tains (Kantor and Durkovicova, 1973), where alaban-
di te a lso occurs (Kantor  and Kr is t in .  1973).  ln  fact
graphite and hexagonal pyrrhotite-pyrite seem to be
commonly associated.

An unexpected piece of evidence from Nairne
point ing to h ighly  sal ine condi t ions,  probably dur ing
metamorphism, is the occurrence of an inclusion of
halite in a pyrrhotite grain from ore body 3.

Nickel

The overall Ni content of the Nairne pyrite deposit
rarely exceeds 100 ppm, and is highly correlated with
sulfur (Nenke, 1972). Nickel minerals previously ob-
served are u l lmanni te and bre i thaupt i te ,  but  I  have
observed a very curious distribution of minute parti-
cles of nickeline, pentlandite, and "native nickel"
near pyrrhotite grains at several places in the ore
bodies. These grains are rarely more than about lpm
in diameter, and it was at f irst thought that the "na-
tive nickel" must be due to contamination during
sectioning. However, the material continued to be

Fig.  5.  Typical  mode of  occurrence of  nat ive nickel .  Blebs of
pyrrhot i te and nat ive nickel  (more highly ref lect ing) in mica,  l in ing
edges of  embayment in a pyrrhot i te grain ( l ight  grey).  The large
whi te grain in pyrrhot i te is  chalcopyr i te Width of  f ie ld l80pm.

Oi l  immersion.  The largest  f ragment here is  -4pm X 2pm.

observed after new sections were prepared in various
ways and even when a sample was prepared in an
independent laboratory. It occurs in the form of
highly reflecting small particles much whiter than
nearby pyrrhotite and pyrite, usually in a matrix of
mica a few microns from the mica-pyrrhotite inter-
face. "Native nickel" is much more common than
nickeline and pentlandite, and although the particles
are too small for accurate microprobe analysis. it is
clear that the Fe content is lower than that of the
more usual awaruite. The Ni f igure is at least 88
percent Ni and probably more, and Fe counts are
very low (-5.5 percent). A typical occurrence is
shown in F igure 5.

I t  is  known that  Ni  as Ni '+ is  easi ly  absorbed by
iron sulfides at temperatures even down to ambient
(Ewers, 1972\, and the observation of native nickel so
close to nickel-free pyrrhotite appears to be anoma-
lous,  especia l ly  in  v iew of  the stabi l i ty  of  NiS.  This is
obviously  a non-equi l ibr ium s i tuat ion,  and the few
microns of mica must be an effective shield between
the nickel and the pyrrhotite. The oxidation of hexag-
onal  to  monocl in ic  pyrrhot i te  is  tak ing p lace in  very
different solutions to those of the nickel-rich Per-
severance deposit described by Nickel et al. (1977),
and, if anything, our monoclinic rims are depleted in
nickel instead of enriched, although the microprobe
evidence is inconclusive on this point. No satisfactory
explanation of these phenomena can be offered. One
could perhaps suggest quite unusual EhlpH condi-
tions, and some support might be found in the rele-
vant Pourbaix diagram (Cowan and Staehle, l97l),
which shows that  i f  the pH is  h igh enough,  Ni  is
soluble as the ion HNiO, (F ig.  6) ,  whi le  Fe is  s t i l l
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insoluble. An idealized equation would be

8(Fe,Ni)rS,o + 6OH- e lOFsS, + 2HNiq
-f 2HrO * 4e-

If the nickel solution moves to a region in the silicates
where the pH is lower (movement to the left from the
HNiq region in Fig. 6), there is the possibility of
reprecipitation of the nickel according to the equa-
tion 2c- + 3H+ + HNiq a Ni f 2H2O.

It will be noticed that the oxidation of the pyrrho-
tite to FqS, and the reduction of the nickel to nickel
metal has taken place without external electron trans-
fer. The proposed mechanism is therefore capable of
explaining the oxidation of pyrrhotite grains isolated
in the silicate matrix, as well as the occurrence of
adjacent native nickel. The monoclinic rims could
then be produced by an increase in pH without neces-
sarily involving a change in Eh. This is not, however,
a possible origin for the secondary pyrite unless the
original nickel content of the deposit was quite high.
The difficulty with this explanation is the low sulfur
activity required, but it seems obvious from the occa-
sional occurrence (in the same section) of the nickel
minerals previously referred to and the common oc-
currence of pyrrhotite in similar situations that the
local conditions for the formation of the native nickel
are critical.

M. Bussell (personal communication, 1972), in two

- ili hol X l t f r b h 6 H f l i o ;

F. ldou. (F.!O.)

pH

Fig.  6.  Eh-pH diagrams for  n ickel-HrO system at  l00oC, drawn for  a concentrat ion of  I0-"  d issolved species (Cowan and Staehle,
l97l) .  Sul f ide concentrat ion is  negl ig ib le.  The re levant  regions of  stabi l i ty  of  metal l ic  n ickel  and of  soluble n ickel  are out l ined.

experiments on the dehydration of samples of serpen-
tine nickel ore, found a very nickel-rich nickel-iron
phase among the products (90 percent Ni and 95
percent Ni respectively), which could be due to simi-
lar reactions. Unfortunately he was not able to repeat
the results. another indication that conditions in the
solution are critical.

The proposed mechanism contrasts with reduction
mechanisms during serpentinization which have been
proposed for the formation of awaruite and joseph-
inite (e.g., Botto and Morrison, 1976). Such reduc-
tion mechanisms do not explain why the nickel grains
only occur near sulfide boundaries.

Other minerals present

In the course of this work many small grains were
qualitatively studied under the microprobe in the
hope that they might throw some light on the origin
of this unusual ore body. Little emphasis was placed
on the gangue minerals, but a few interesting obser-
vations were made on them.

For example, four kinds of phosphates have been
observed in our polished sections, sometimes in-
cluded in pyrrhotite and sometimes in the silicates.
Two of them are widespread, a chlorapatite and an-
other without chlorine which is presumably a hy-
droxy- or fluorapatite. The third and fourth are rare-
earth phosphates of complex cornposition. The third
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Table 3. Minerals observed at Nairne
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Ore ninerals

hexagooal pyrrhot i te

monocl lnlc pyrrhot l te

pyr i te (several  generat lon6)

marcsl te

galena

sphaler l te (wlth Fe, l4n)

chalcopyri  te

alab atrdi te

rut l le

pyrophani te

mnganochroEite (with Fe,V)

quar tz
dlocLahedral  nicas*l
t r ioctahedlal  nicas*t
andalusi te
kyani te
si l l inadlte

Ft9s10

F e 7 5 8

FeS2

Fe S2

PbS

znb

CuFeS,

lhs

Ti02

lhTi03

lftlCr2O4

arsenopyEite

boulangeri te

stannlte

freibergl te

graphite

pyrarglr i te

ul lMnnlte

FeAs S

Pbssb4stt

Cu2SoFeS4

(  C u , F e , A g )  
1 2 S b  4 S 1 3

c

Ae.5bs  "
NiSbS

brei  thaupt i te

gudmundite

cubanite

nat lve nlckel

pent landlce

nlckel ine

palladtuo antlEonl.de

Ntsb

FeSbS

CuFe2s3

Nl (Fe?)

(Fe,Nt )  
9s8

N1A5

Pdsb2

l f lscel laneous non-si l lcates

apat l te

rare earth phosphates

calcl te

Si1 ica tes

anph iboles *

chlor i tes *

feldsparsi
zarcon

scapo U-te

(two klnds)

(two kinds)

CaC03

nangdodslderl te (Fe' l f t t )Co3

hal l te NaCl

dtopside
t l tani te
garneE
prehnlte
trercf i te
other al@inosi l icates

t
Mq! eontain trh, V, Cr.
I'4ey contqin Ca, 1,.19, Ba, ?i.

contains appreciable amounts of Ca, Th, Ce, and Nd,
lesser La and Pr, and minor Sm and Gd, and is
included in pyrrhotite grains. The fourth contains all
the lanthanides of atomic numbers 57-65 (excluding
Pm) but not Ca or Th. Only one grain was observed,
but it was comparatively large (-30pm). The distri-
bution of the minute blebs of the third phosphate was
reminiscent of that found in iron ore from the Brock-
man lron Formation (Graham, 1973), where also a
second phosphate of much larger size was found.
Different combinations of rare-earth elements
evidently favor different "crystall izing forces"; this
could be due to different ratios of surface,/internal
energy, resulting in small particle sizes for some com-
binations and large individual particles for others.
Alternatively kinetic factors during mobil ization may
be responsible, or the different compositions and dis-
tributions of phosphate may represent different gen-
erations.

There is also a variety of potassium-containing
sil icates, many different kinds appearing as inclusions
in pyrite and other minerals. Hyalophane, for ex-
ample, occurs both in the gangue and as inclusions in
pyrite, and there appear to be at least two different
barium-containing micas. Two different potassium
aluminum sil icates contain appreciable amounts of
titanium, and it would take a great deal of work to
fully understand the sil icate relationships. Minerals
observed at Nairne are l isted in Table 3.

The variety of compositions of the manga-
nochromites and the non-uniform distribution of
Mn,V,Cr over short distances in particular sil icate
minerals argue that equil ibrium was not attained dur-
ing metamorphism. The alteration of hexagonal
pyrrhotite to the monoclinic variety and to various
generations ofpyrite, and especially the occurrence of
native nickel, are indications of supergene processes.
The metamorphism has been responsible for con-
centrating the trace elements and for the formation of
many of the unusual minerals at Nairne; it is not yet
clear how great an effect the subsequent alteration
has had on the major mineral assemblages.
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