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Zoned titanian augite in alkali olivine basalt
from Tahiti and the nature of titanium substitutions in augite
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Abstract

Alkal i  ol ivine basalt from Tahit i  contains zoned t i tanaugite microphenocrysts, phenocrysts,
and overgrowths on lherzol i te xenoli ths, plus ol ivine (For, *),  plagioclase (An", ,r),  alkal i
feldspar (Orrr),  leucite, t i tanomagneti te (Magro Uspro), and i lmenite (I lmrn Hem,). Augite r ims
contain up to 8.8 weight percent TiOr, the most Ti-rich yet documented from earth, accom-
panied by very low SiO, (37.3 wt7o) and high AlrO, (13.6 wtTa). Pyroxene stoichiometry
suggests a modest amount of Fe is Fe8+, and leads to the fol lowing formulas for low- and
high-Ti augites respectively:

(Nao onCao ,nMno orFefrl, ) (Fefi+*Mgo rrFefr-+o.Cro o3Ti6-+o3Alo or) (Alo ,osi, no)O.
(Nao orCao r"Mno o,Fefr lr) (Fefr lrMgo nrFeSloCro ooTi|+2uAlo ou) (Alo 5rSi, nr)O.

The Tahit i  composit ion trend suggests substi tut ion of Fe2+*Tia+*2Al for 2Mg+2Si, leading
to the ideal ized end-member CaFeo,Ti3-+5AlSiO.. By contrast, stoichiometry and spectral data
of high-Ti augites from the Moon (up to 9.3 wt%o TiOr) and Allende meteorite (ryto 17.7 wrvo
TiOr) indicate that half  or more of the Ti is Ti3+. Thus, although the Al lende augites are much
richer in Ti (with much as CaTi3+AlSiO,), the Tahiti specimens are the most titanian yet
reported. Magmatic condit ions at Tahit i  which favored crystal l izat ion of t i tanian augite
included low P, high TiOr, low SiOr, high Ca,/Al and Mg/Fe rat ios, and low/Or. Coexist ing
magneti te-i lmenite indicate log fO, :  -  I  I  atm at 1020"C, sl ightly more reducing than FMe
buffer, but much more oxidizing than lunar and Allende meteorite condit ions.

Introduction

Recently Mason (1974) reported on aluminum- and
titanium-rich pyroxenes, with special reference to the
Allende meteorite, and noted the most Ti-rich pyrox-
enes reported from Earth. In this paper, we present
analyses of zoned titanaugites in alkali basalt from
Papeete, Tahiti, which exceed previously reported
terrestrial augites in Ti content. The most Ti-rich
augites from Tahiti are as titaniferous as those re-
ported from lunar basalts. The strikingly large tita-
nium content of the Tahitian augites led us to exam-
ine chemical trends in Ti-rich augites, and to review
the nature of titanium subsiitutions in augite.

The most Ti-rich terrestrial augite previously re-
ported (Dixon and Kennedy, 1933) contains 5.7
weight percent TiO, and occurs in a calc-silicate

1 Present address: Department of Geological Sciences, Harvard
Univers i ty , '  Cambridge,  Massachusetts 02138.

hornfels in Scotland. Titanaugites in mafic and al-
kalic igneous rocks have TiO, contents approaching
this value (Deer et al., 1963).'Approximate l imits for
observed Ti content of lunar augites appear to be 9.3
weight percent TiO, for Apollo I I (Bunch et al.,
1970) and 8.5 weight percent for Apollo 17 (Brown el
al., 1975). The most Ti-rich pyroxenes yet reported
are from the Allende meteorite and contain up to 22
weight percent TiO, (Fuchs,l97l1' Mason, 1974;5. E.
Haggerty, personal communication, 1976).

Location and petrography

The island of Tahiti l ies west of the East Pacific
Rise,  near  17oS lat i tude and 149'W longi tude.  I t  is
part of the Society Islands volcanic chain and was

2 Lebedev and Lebedev (1934) report 8.97 weight percent TiO, in
titanaugite from an ilmenite pyroxenite ore body, but the low SiOr,
CaO, and MgO, and high FeO which they report suggest that their
pyroxene separate was contaminated with ilmenite
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volcanically active during much of the later part of
the Cenozoic, according to Dymond (1975), who re-
ports K-Ar ages of about 0.6 to 1.0 m.y. for a num-
ber of the alkaline lavas. The geology of Tahiti, de-
scribed by Williams (1933) and McBirney and Aoki
(1968), consists of a plutonic core surrounded by a
deeply dissected volcanic shield of dominantly alkali-
rich, undersaturated lavas. The plutonic core appar-
ently represents very late magmas which intruded the
central volcanic vents and crystallized as much as 2 or
3 km below the volcano summit (McBirney and
Aoki,  1968).

The samples of this study were collected by Robin-
son in 1968 from boulders in the bed of Faataua
River in Papeete. The rock is hypabyssal or extrusive
ankaramite. Dunite and spinel lherzolite nodules oc-
cur in the samples and are described elsewhere (Tracy
and Robinson, 1975; in,preparat ion).  Major phases
in the ankaramite include olivine, titanaugite, and
plagioclase, with subordinate amounts of titano-
magnetite, ilmenite, apatite, K-feldspar, leucite and
glass. Compositions of phases determined by micro-
probe are summarized in Table l. An electron-probe
analysis of a fused sample of this basalt, a bulk chem-
ical analysis of a typical Tahiti ankaramite (McBir-
ney and Aoki, 1968), and a probe analysis of inter-
stitial devitrified glass (probable late liquid) are also
given. The compositions of coexisting titanomagne-

tite and ilmenite phenocrysts (Table l), recalculated
according to the method of Buddington and Lindsley
(1964), yield an estimate of equilibration temperature
of 1020oC and anfOrof l0-11 atomspheres (Budding-
ton and Lindsley, 1964,Fig.5), indicating equilibra-
tion conditions slightly more reducing than the
quar tz-f ay alite-m agneti te b uffer.

Titanaugite occurs in two principal modes-as
phenocrysts (Fig. la) and as overgrowths on spinel
lherzolite xenoliths (Fig. 1b). These overgrowths oc-
cur only where pyroxene rather than olivine forms
the periphery of the xenolith, apparently because of
favorable nucleation sites provided by the pyroxene
lattice. The overgrowths show strong outward zoning
from colorless low-Ti augite through deep brownish-
purple titanaugite with up to 7 weight percent TiOr.
Dominantly euhedral titanaugite phenocrysts range
from about 5 to 500 microns in size, and display both
concentric zoning and, much less commonly, sector-
zoning. The scarcity of chemically or optically dis-
tinct sector-zoning is surprising, in view of its com-
mon occurrence in Ti-rich augites (Strong, 1969; Hol-
lister and Gancarz, l97l). Where sector-zoning is
observed, the darker purple, more Ti-rich composi-
tion is confined to the prism sector (100), as has been
noted for other occurrences (Hollister and Gancatz,
l97l). Titanaugites richest in titanium seem to occur
adjacent to areas of fine-grained groundmass which

Table l. Compositions of phases in Tahitian alkali olivine basalt and basalt bulk chemistry
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Fig.  l .  (a)  Zoned t i tanaugi te phenocryst  wi th re l ic  skeleta l  int€-
rior (see text). (b) Zoned titanaugite overgrowth on lherzolite
nodule.

may represent partially devitrified patches of late liq-
uid (see analysis in Table l).

While Ti has been thought to have the effect of
lowering 2V (Dixon and Kennedy, 1933; Deer et al.,
1963), the lowest 2V observed in deeply-colored
titanaugite was about 50o; the presence ofother sub-
stitutions, especially acmite, may counteract the ef-
fect of Ti. The more deeply colored titanaugites have
very strong inclined dispersion r )) u.

Titanaugite chemistry

Electron microprobe analyses of titanaugites were
done on two automated probes, a MAC-400 at Mas-
sachusetts Institute of Technology and an ETEC
Autoprobe at the University of Massachusetts. Oper-
ating conditions included accelerating potential of l5
kV, beam current of 0.03 microamps, and spot size of
about one micron. Standards used were svnthetic
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jadeitic diopside glass JD-35 (Si, Ca, Mg, Ni), spinel
52NLl I (Cr, Al), and ilmenite (Mn, Ti, Fe). Analyses
were calculated from raw data using dead-time and
drift corrections, and the correction procedure of
Bence and Albee (1968) with the correction factors of
Albee and Ray (1970).

Selected microprobe analyses of titanaugites are
presented in Table 2. The analyses were chosen to
illustrate the range of compositions found in titan-
augite phenocrysts and overgrowths. Analysis I is
typical of colorless cores and skeletal relics within
larger phenocrysts, which are commonly richer in Cr
than pyroxene which later crystallized around them.
The phenocryst in Figure la contains such a skeletal
relic, as shown by microprobe traverses. Analysis N
is the average composition of augite within the spinel
lherzolite nodules and lies outside the phenocryst
zoning trends.

Below the analyses in Table 2 are listed the cations
per 6 oxygens. In every case, the cation sum is greater
than 4.0. In the formulas at the bottom of Table 2,
the cations are normalized to 4.0 and additional oxy-
gen is added to bring its sum to 6.0. For each amount
of oxygen added, twice that amount of Fe2+ is con-
verted to Fes+ (see Finger, 1972). The resulting for-
mulas have ferric iron contents ranging from 20 to 50
percent of total iron, which is in agreement with wet-
chemical analyses of titanaugites from Tahiti pub-
lished by McBirney and Aoki (1968). The above cal-
culations assume that Fe is the only ion of v4riable
valence and that the augite has ideal pyroxene stoi-
chiometry. Titanium is considered to be Ti1+. Al-
though it is likely that Fe and Ti, once incorporated
into the pyroxene structure, will exist in a state be-
tween Fe2+Ti'+ and Fe3+Ti3+ (Verhoogen, 1962;
Burns, 1970), this does not affect the calculation of
Fe and Ti in the structural formula. In fact, the values
for Fe3+ in Table 2 should approximate the minimum
contents of ferric iron, provided the basic assump-
tions are correct and the analyses are perfectly accu-
rate.

In contrast to these analyses of terrestrial augites,
those of lunar and Allende augites usually show cat-
ion sums per 6 oxygens of less than 4.0 (Mason, 1974;
Papike et al., 1974). Upon normalization to 4.0 cat-
ions, oxygen must be subtracted to bring the oxygen
sum to 6.0. For each amount of oxygen thus sub-
tracted, twice that amount of Tia+ must be converted
to Ti9+. The presence of Ti3+ in lunar (Sung et al.,
1974) and Allende augites (Dowty and Clark, 1973)
has been shown by spectrographic methods, and is
consistent with the highly reducing conditions under
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Table 2. Microprobe analyses of augite and titanaugite from Tantti
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which these pyroxenes formed. It must be empha-
sized. however. that these normalization schemes
should be viewed with some caution, since they are
being applied to rapidly crystallized pyroxenes which
may violate the assumption of ideal stoichiometry.

Examination of the analyses in Table 2 reveals that

the compositional changes are systematic. Aluminum

and total iron increase with increasing titanium,

while magnesium and sil icon decrease and calcium

remains constant. The earliest, most magnesian aug-
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ite contains some Cr, but the crystallizing magma was
apparenily rapidly depleted in Cr. Enrichment of Na
in later-crystallized augite, probably as acmite and
minor NaTiAlSiOu, reflects the alkali enrichment of
the residual liquid. Such systematic behavior does not
necessarily indicate the stability of high-Ti pyroxene
substitutions, but does suggest that they are crystal-
che  mica l l y  con t ro l led ,  even though the i r  in -
corporation into growing pyroxene crystals may be
through metastable addition of a surface adsorption
layer (Dowty,1976). Analyses of several small sector-
zoned crystals show that element profiles from center
to edge in the (100) and (il1) sectors are similar in
shape, though (100) is richer in Ti, Al, and Fe, and
poorer in Mg and Si. Substitution trends, however,
are the same in both sectors, as also noted by Downes
(1974).

Pyroxene subsitutions
The simplest structural formula for calcic cli-

nopyroxene may be taken as that of diopside, CaMg-
SirO., where Ca is in the large (M2) site, Mg is in the
(Ml) octahedral site, and Si is tetrahedrally coordi-
nated. Simple substitutions of Fe2+, Mg, and Mn for
Ca in (M2) and Fe2+ and Mn2+ for Mg in (Ml) give
rise to the compositional variations described in the
familiar "pyroxene quadrilateral," plotted as propor-
tions of CaSiOr, MgSiO3, and (Fe,Mn)SiO, and usu-
ally calculated from atomic proportions of Ca, Mg,
and (Fe + Mn). When the Tahitian augite analyses
are calculated in this manner, some of them seem to
show greater than 50 percent CaSiOs (Wo). This is
because of the exclusive subsitution of "non-quad-
rilateral" components such as Ti, Al, Cr, and Fe8+
for Fe2+ and Mg in (M1) as discussed below.

More complex substitutions involve replacement
of Ca, Mg, and Si by ions of different valence in each
of the three sites in a combination that Dreserves
charge balance:

Car - ,R l+Mgr-yRj+Si r - .R3*O. ,  wherex  +  z :  y .

The x charge-reducing substitution in (M2) usually
involves Na for Ca. The Tahitian augites (Table 2)
have Na ranging from 0.031 to 0.098.3 The z charge-
reducing substitution in tetrahedral sites involves
Al3+, less commonly Fe8+, for Si. There is reasonable
evidence from structural studies that Tia+ does not
enter substantially into tetrahedral sites of pyroxenes
where Al or Fe8+ is available (e.g. Dowty and Clark,

3 These and following values are based on 4 cation-6 oxygen
formulas and are taken from selected analyses used for plotting
purposes, of which those in Table2 are a representative selection.

1973). In the Tahitian pyroxenes (Table 2), the z
substitution is assumed to be entirely Al and ranges
from 0.102 to 0.599. In Figure 2 (top), relations be-
tween the x and z charge-reducing substitutions are
shown for the Tahitian augites. A very wide range of
tetrahedral Al is accompanied by nearly constant Na,
except for a step-like increase in many of the most
sil ica-defi cient compositions.

The y charge-increasing substitutions in (Ml) in-
volve trivalent ions such as Al3+, Cr'+, Fe8+, and Ti3+
for Mg. In addition, quadrivalent ions, in particular
Tin+, may substitute in Ihe (M l) site. Each amount of
such Tin+ substitution contributes twice as much
charge increase as an equivalent amount of a trivalent
ion, hence the amount of Tia+ must be doubled in
computing y. Alternatively, Tia+ may be considered
to be combined with Mg or Fe2+ to give two "mean
trivalent ions" in much the same way that i lmenite is
related to corundum. The relation of y charge-increas-
ing and z charge-reducing substitutions is illustrated
in the lower part of Figure 2, for Tahitian augites.

Figures 3 and 4 i l lustrate the nature of y sub-
stitutions in titanaugites. In Figure 3, the total calcu-
lated occupancy of the (Ml) site is expressed in terms
of R'+ and two types of y substitutions: R3+ (which
incf udes Al, Cr, and Fe3+) and2Tia+. Since each Tin+
requires an R'+ ion to make two "mean trivalent"
ions, Tia+ is subtracted from the amount of R'+.4 It is
evident from Figure 3, as well as from the bottom of
Table 2, that the Tahiti augites vary only slightly in
the R3+ substitution from a low of 0.092 for the least
titaniferous augites to values close to the average of
0.161 for the rest of the trend. Thus the principal y
variation is in the 2Tia+ substitution from a low of
0.048 to a maximum of 0.506 (25.3 percent of Ml
sites occupied by Tia+). This is further emphasized in
the right-hand side of Figure 4, in which proportions
of threey substitutions, Al * Cr, Fe8+, and2Tia+ are
portrayed. The location of points in this figure is
heavily dependent on minor analytical variations,
particularly in SiOz and AlzOs, which influence calcu-
lated amounts of octahedral Al and Fe3+. As the total
y substitution increases (shown by increasing size of
symbols in Fig. 4), the percentage of 2Tin+ increases
to a maximum of 78 percent.

In recent studies of zoned titanaugites (Bence and
Papike, 1972; Paplke el al., 1974l. Downes, 1974),
diagrams have been presented showing Ti us. Al, and
slopes of l inear trends on such diagrams have been

a Note that on this basis, the ideal end member CaTiAl,Ou plots

at  t2.00 (2Ti '+)  and -1.00 (R'z+ -  Ti l+) .
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Fig. 2. Relations between various cations and tetrahedral Al in
Tahitian augites, based on a stoichiometric formula of four cations
and six oxygens. The top part of the figure shows the cations
important in (M2), while the lower part illustrates the substitutions
in (Ml). Analyses from Table 2 are shown as open circles with dots.
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used to suggest titanium substitution mechanisms'
Such a plot for the Tahitian augites (Fig. 5) shows a
linear trend with a slope of l/2, suggesting sub-
stitution toward an R'+TiAl2O. composition. This,
and the small change of Na with increasing Ti (see
Fig. 2 and Table 2) indicates relatively little in-
volvement of the NaTiAlSiO. substitution suggested
by Hollister and G ancarz (197 l). In Figure 5 the zer o
Ti intercept lies at Al : 0. 13, quite close to the mean
amount of Al calculated to be involved in other sub-
stitutions. This includes y substitution of Al in (Ml)
(mean = 0.043) plus the mean amount of z sub-
stitution of Al for Si (mean : 0.104) that is required
to compensate for they substitutions of Al, Fe3+, and
Cr'+ (mean :  0.161) that are not already compen-
sated by x substitution of Na (mean : 0.057).

Diagrams such as Figure 5 might be used to
support a coupled substitution: Ti4 + 2Al for
(Mg,Fe'z+)*2Si, leading to an idealized pyroxene
end-member CaTiAlrOr. Such a substitution implies,
other things being equal, that the sum of Tia+ and
(Mg + Fe) in (Ml) should remain constant at l '0
minus any other cations present in (Ml), and that the
data should form a l ine of -1.0 slope in a plot of  Ti
us. (Mg + Fe). Figure 6, however, shows a slope of
-0.7 for the Tahitian augites. Strictly speaking, the
Fe in Figure 6 should be Fe2+ in (Ml), but since we
cannot calculate this without some uncertainty and
since calculated Fe2+ and Fe3+ in (M2) do not vary
with increasing Ti content (Fig. 2),total Fe has been' 
used in the plots of Figure 6. While the plot in Figure
6 (top) does not indicate a simple relationship, the
plot in Figure 6 (bottom) of (Ti+Fe) us. Mg yields a
line of -1.0 slope. This supports a proposed sub-
stitution: Fe2+*Ti1+*2Al for 2Mg*25| leading to
an idealized end-member CaFe.21Ti6,+.AlSiO.. It
should be emphasized that the linear trend shown in
Figure 6 (bottom) is not proof that the relationship is
controlled by crystal chemistry. It is reasonable, for
example, that the relationship between Fe2+ and Tia+
enrichment in the melt, partially controlled by crys-
tallization of other phases such as olivine and oxides,
was just right to produce the relation observed in the
augite. If, on the other hand, the relation is a function
of augite crystal chemistry, then it could have serious
effects on magmatic crystallization trends. There is
also the possibility that Fe2+ could be of key impor-
tance in enhancing the solubility of Tin+ in pyroxene,
as well as in other silicates. An interesting feature of
the hypothetical Fe'+Tia+ end-member (and of its
MgTi analog) is the possibility of coupled ordering of
Fe2+ and Tia+ in alternate (Ml) positions.
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Fig. 3. Plot showing total calculated occupancy of the (Ml) site in titanaugites from Tahiti (circles), Allende meteorite (squares), and

lunar basalts (diamonds). Analyses from Tables 2 and 3 are shown with internal dots. Allende data from Mason (1974) and Grossman
(1975);  lunar data f rom Papike er  a l .  (1974),  Agrel l  er  a l .  (1970),  Bunch et  a l .  (1970) and Frondel  (1975).Large dashed rectangle
reptesents compositional range of Yang (1973); small triangle is the limit of compositions reported by Yagi and Onuma(1967). Note that
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Other examples of Ti-rich augite

As pointed out in the introduction, other augites
with Ti content comparable to or higher than those
from Tahiti are reported from the Moon, from Al-
lende meteorite, and lrom some experimental syn-
theses. Some typical examples are l isted in Table 3. In
most cases, normalization of probe analyses to 4
cations results in a substantial amount of calculated
Ti'+, and several spectrographic studies, including
that of Dowty and Clark (1973) on specimen F,
strongly indicate the presence of Tia+ as well as Tia+.
As can be seen in Figure 3, lunar and Allende augites
are grouped in a broad trend from R2+-Ti4+ toward
R3+, with a maximum of 58 percent Rs+ and a max-
imum of 35 percent 2Tia+ . ln contrast, the Tahitian
augites do not quite attain 25 percent R3+ but extend
to nearly 5l percent 2Ti4+ .

Subdivision of the y substitutions in lunar and
Allende augites is shown in the left half of Figure 4.
As might be expected, considering the analytical un-
certainties, there is considerable scatter, but with
fairly tight clustering of the most extremely sub-
stituted Allende augites. The nature of substitution in
Allende augites is well shown in Figure 7, which
shows a plot of various ions in the formula us. tet-
rahedral Al, as was done for Tahitian augites in Fig-
ure 2. Most striking is the positive correlation of Ti3+
with tetrahedral Al, with a ratio of 1.1/1. Ti{+ corre-
lates with tetrahedral Al with a small ratio of 0.2/1.
These compare to negative correlations between Mg
and tetrahedral Al of 0.8/l and between octahedral
and tetrahedral Al of 0.5/1. This suggests that for
every five ions of Ti8+ introduced, two substitute
directly for octahedral Al, while three substitute for
Mg, requiring additional coupled substitution of Al
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E
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Fig. 4. Proportions of cations involved in y substitutions in (Ml), calculated from stoichiometry. Circles-Tahiti; squares-Allendel

diamonds-lunar basalts. Data sources are the same as in Figure 3. Size of symbols is proportional to the extent of ), substitution, the

largest symbols indicating the largest substitution.

Al per 4 Cotions
Fig. 5. Plot of Ti us. Al for Tahitian augites. Open symbols with dots are analyses from Table 2. The ideal I : 2 line is shown, along with

the calculated least-squares best fit for the data (dashed line), which has the equation Al : 1.86 Ti + 0.13.
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a

E .'Ee%

a @

Fig. 6. Plots showing negative correlation between Ti and
(Mg+Fe) and between (Ti+Fe) and Mg. Open symbols with dots
are analyses irom Table 2. The slope ofthe data in the upper plot is
approximately -0.7 (note reversed abscissa scale), and that in the
lower plot is almost exactly -1.0. In both cases, Fe is total Fe(see
text).

for Si. The two generalized compositions on the two
ends of the Allende series shown are then:

Ca,.oo(M go-"sAlo.s0Ti31?XAlo 44Si, b6)Ou

C a, oo( M go.r.A lo. 1 1Ti611bTi31r, XAlo rosi, 2o )06.

The limited number of lunar augites from diverse
sources studied by us does not show such clear pat-
terns.

Yagi and Onuma (1967) performed experiments on

the join CaMgSizOe-CaTiAlrOu at I atmosphere and
found a maximum solubility of CaTiALO. in diop-
side (coexisting with perovskite and corundum)
equivalent to 3.7 weight percent TiOr. On the other
hand, Yang (1973) reports experiments in the system
CaMgSizOo-CaTiAlzO.-CaAlAlSiOu in which he
produced augites on the liquidus at 1235-1245'C
which contained 8-16 weight percent TiOz and l6-20
weight percent Alros. Assuming all Ti was Tin+ in
these experimental products (for which synthesis/O,
conditions were not reported), as Yang contends, the
compositional limits greatly exceed all natural pyrox-
enes except those of the Allende meteorite. Yang's
compositions, however, may be metastable, as in-
dicated by the rod-like exsolutions of perovskite and
corundum which he reports in some of his synthetic
pyroxene crystals. If the composition of Yagi and
Onuma (1967) is taken to be more nearly that of

. 4 . 5 .68 .7 .8 .9

AI
Fig. 7. Substitution trends in Allende augites based on ideal

pyroxene stoichiometry. Mg-filled circles; Al-open circles;
Ti3+-open squares; Tia+-closed squares. Data from Mason
(1974) and Haggerty (personal communication, 1976).
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"o .1 z ,.3 .4 .5 .6
Fe*Mn /Fe+  Mn*Mg

F ig .  8 .  Re la t i on  be tween  2  T i1+  and  t he  ra t i o
(Fe+Mn)/(Fe+Mn+Mg) (used as a di f ferent iat ion index) in Tahi-
tian augites. Square indicates augite from lherzolite nodule (analy-

sis N, Table 2); dotted symbols indicate analyses in Table 2.

stable-equilibrium iron-free clinopyroxene, this im-
plies that Fe2+-Ti1+ coupling might be required to
produce more Ti-rich stable pyroxene compositions.
The results of Yang (1973) imply that Fe2+-Tia+ cou-
pling is not necessarily important in producingmeta-
stable Ti-rich compositions. All the above observa-
tions, of course, are dependent on the/O, dependence
of titanium substitutions, which has not been ade-
quately char acterized experimentally.

Conditions for crystallization of Ti-rich augite

The apparent rarity in terrestrial basalts of titan-
augites as rich in titanium as those reported here may
simply reflect the difficulty of recognizing these un-
usual compositions without exhaustive microprobe
analysis. This study has provided an opportunity to
determine the physical and chemical conditions
which promote the crystallization of such titaniferous
augites.

Examination of reported occurrences shows that
low silica activity is an important factor in formation

of titanaugite: most titanaugite occurrences are in
alkali olivine basalts and other alkali-rich, silica-poor
igneous rocks. In addition, a liquid composition
rather high in titanium is required, though residual
interstitial liquids sufficiently rich in titanium could
be produced from magmas with only moddst Ti con-
tents. A bulk chemical analysis of the Tahitian basalt
(Table I ) indicates the low SiOz and rather high TiOz.
ALO3 is low with respect to CaO, so that early precip-
itates from the melt were olivine, low:Ti augite, and
Mg-Cr-Al spinel, and plagioclase appeared relatively
late. Early crystallization of these magnesian phases
caused a progressive increase in Fe/Mg ratio and Ti
content of the residual liquid, resulting in precipi-
tation of increasingly titaniferous spinel and ulti-
mately ilmenite, which eventually stopped further Ti
enrichment in melt and in titanaugite. This specimen
is unusual in the very high initial MglFe ratio com-
bined with low oxygen fugacity, which delayed pre-
cipitation of titaniferous magnetite and ilmenite until
the melt had reached extremely high Ti content. Ulti-
mately, however, these phases did crystallize, and the
outermost rims on some augites with the highest
fe/Mg ratios (e.g. analysis 10, Table 2) show Ti
content less than the maximum. This is il lustrated in
Figure 8, in which titanium substitution is plotted
against the ratiq (Fe+Mn)/(Fe*Mn*Mg)(:fe),
which serves as a differentiation index. The Ti enrich-
ment trend begins atfe : 0.15 and proceeds to max-
imum titanium (0.252) at fe : 0.42. Beyond this, Ti
drops to about 0.175 while fe increases to 0.52.

The titanaugites of Tahiti, similar to many other
reported titanaugites, occur in an environment where
metastable crystallization could be suspected. The
stability of high-Ti augites has been questioned by
Hollister and Gancarz (1971) and Dowty (1976) be-
cause of the common occurrence of sector-zoning.
These authors have suggested that crystallization rate
is just as important a variable as magma chemistry in
the formation of titaniferous augites. The Tahitian
titanaugites are enigmatic in that sector-zoning is
rather rare. Though sector-zoned augites do occur,
and though the most Ti-rich compositions occur in
the (100) sectors of these crystals, there are abundant
augite phenocrysts without sector-zoning that con-
tain over 7 weight percent TiOz. Rapid cooling and
rapid crystallization, in addition to promoting pos-
sible metastable crystal growth, may also produce the
extreme residual liquid compositions which appear to
be required to crystallize Ti-rich augites.

In summary, the above observations suggest that
these Ti-rich augites are the product both of special
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Table 3.  Microprobe analyses of  lunar and Al lende meteor i te
tttanausl[es

script. We also thank the National Science Foundation for support
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of the microprobe facility at the University of Massachusetts.
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magma chemistry and rapid crystallization. It is am-
biguous whether the titanaugite compositions are
metastable due to rapid crystallization or are prod-
ucts of residual liquids which resulted from it. We
cannot comment on the stability of the Ti-rich augite
compositions reported here, but can only point to the
systematic behavior of the compositional trends.
These may be functions of a crystal-chemical control
or may reflect changing liquid composition.
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