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Abstract

Evidence is presented for the occurrence of Fe2+ in the predominantly Ca-filled M(4) site of
calcic amphiboles. Absorption bands in the electronic spectra at 1030 nm in p and at2470 in a
provide a sensitive means for identifying Fe2+ in this site. The large e value for the 1030 band,
the large energy separation between both bands, and the similarity to the spectra of Fe2+ in
large, highly distorted coordination sites in other minerals provide the basis for the M(4) site
assignment. The energy splittings and polarization anisotropy of these bands are analyzed,
using a point-charge model based on Cru symmetry. Spectral data indicate that the Fe,+
content in the M(4) site varies significantly among the calcic amphiboles.

Introduction

.Litt le is known about the Fe2+ content of the M(4)
si{e of calcic amphiboles. M(4) Fe2+ has been diff icult
to identify because calcium generally occupies 85-95
percent of this site (Leake, 1968); therefore, only a
small percentage of the total iron in most samples can
occupy the M(4) site. Hence, it is difficult to analyze
for M(4) Fe2+ in the complex Mdssbauer spectra, and
to detect small quantit ies of Fe2+ in a predominantly
Ca-fi l led M(4) site by crystallographic analysis. The
purpose of this paper is to identify Fe2+ in the M(4)
site with electronic absorption spectra and to show
that this technique is sensitive to small concentrations
of Fe2+ in this site.

The electronic absorption spectra of the calcic am-
phiboles consist of a superposition of absorption
bands that arise from ferrous iron in several sites of
different coordination geometries. Amphiboles con-
tain three sites M(l), M(2), and M(3) that more
closely resemble regular octahedra than the fourth
site, M(4), which is highly distorted from octahedral
geometry. Fe2+ in the M(4) site of calcic amphiboles
has not been previously identif ied in absorption
spectra. Burns (1970) presented absorption spectra of
two actinolites, Car(Mg,Fe)uSirOrr(OH)r, in the
350-1500 nm region in which all Fer+ features were
attributed to Fe2+ in the M(l), M(2), and M(3) sites.
It can be inferred from this discussion and from
Burns (1965) that  the main band at  about  1035 nm
arises from Fe2+ in the M(2) site. White and Keester
(1966) assigned a band in the 2300-2500 nm region to

Fe2+ in tetrahedral coordination, also in a spectrum
of actinolite. Both ofthese bands occur in the spectra
of the orthorhombic amphiboles of the anthophyl;
l i te-gedrite series, (M g,Fe,Al ),(Si,Al).O,,(OH)z; how-
ever, Mao and Seifert (1974) assigned both bands
to Fe2+ in the M(4) site.

The high degree of distortion of the M(4) site is
expected to produce large crystal-f ield splitt ings anal-
ogous to the spectra of Fe2+ in the distorted M(2) site
of orthopyroxene, (Mg,Fe)rSirO.. Burns (1970),
Runciman et  a l . , (1973),  and Goldman and Rossman
(1976, 1977) studied a variety of orthopyroxenes in
which bands at  about  930 nm and 1850 nm were
assigned to transitions to excited states derived from
the splitt ing of the octahedral uE, state. These inter-
pretations provide a basis for the analysis of the
calcic amphibole spectra. A third absorption band at
2350 cm-' was identif ied in orthopyroxene (Goldman
and Rossman, 1976) and assigned to a transition
within the split uT"r(On) state of Fe2+ in the M(2) site.
We have examined polarized spectra to see if a sim-
ilar band arising from Fe2+ inthe M(4) site occurs in
the 1200-4000 cm- '  region.

Sample description

Tremolite: Mt. Bity, Malagasy Republic (Lacroix,
l9 l0) ;  CIT #8038;  a2 cm pr ismat ic ,  euhedral  crysta l
that is green, transparent, and free of inclusions. Mi-
croprobe analyses of various chips from the crystal
show a range of iron content from 1.6 to 2.8 weight
percent FeO, but the microprobe analysis of the
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sample used for optical spectra indicated 2.06 percent
FeO (Table l) and the wet chemical analysis of the
Mdssbauer sample indicated 2.09 percent FeO.

Actinolite: Zillerthal, Tyrol, Austria; CIT #4916;
dark green, prismatic, euhedral laths up to l5 mm
long and up to 4 mm across the basal section in a
talc-mica schist. The absorption spectra were taken
in areas on the oriented slabs that were free of mi-
caceous inclusions common to these samples. The
microprobe analysis (Table l) is similar to those re-
ported for actinolites from this locality in Leake
(1e68) .

Pargasite: Pargas, Finland; CIT #2573; large crys-
tal clusters in which the individual crystals are black,
tabular along (010), and have other well-developed
crystal faces. These crystals occur in marble and com-
monly have calcite inclusions. The spectra were ob-
tained in inclusion-free areas. The composition of
this sample differs from those reported for other par-
gasites from this locality in Leake (1968) in having
higher Fe and lower F and Al.

These minerals did not show chemical zonation in
the area in which the optical spectra were taken on
the (100) slabs.

Experimental methods

All spectral data presented in this paper have been
obtained at room temperature on self-supporting
(010) and (100) slabs. The method of preparation and
data analysis have been described (Goldman and
Rossman. 1977).

The M<jssbauer spectrum was obtained at room
temperature using a MCA unit driven by a conven-
tional loudspeaker drive system with moving-source
geometry. A l6 mc u?Co source in a palladium matrix
was used, which produced a minimum line width of
0.27 mm/sec. The velocity increment was approxi-
mately 0.04 mm/sec/channel and was calibrated with
laboratory standards. The sample concentration was
approximately I mg Fe/cmz. The sample was ground
under acetone, meshed to obtain a grain size from
43-74 p.m and set in lacquer in the bottom of a
shallow l" diameter plastic dish. Nearly 3 X ltr
counts per channel were accumulated, and the spec-
trum was analyzed using the computer program
Mosrr (W. A. Dollase, personal communication).
Other experimental details are similar to Dollase
( 1 9 7 3 ) .

The Mdssbauer spectrum of the Mt. Bity tremolite
was analyzed for six peaks which included two quad-
rupole doublets from Fe2+ (AA', BB') and one quad-
rupole doublet from Fe3+ (CC'). The half-widths for

3 .  P a r g a s l t e ,  P a r g a s ,  F i n l a n d

*The formula proport lons are obtained by nomallztng the total-

p o s l t i v e  
" t . . i .  

i o  4 6  a s s u m i n g  a l l  F e  l s  F e 2 * '

the two components of each doublet were con-

strained to be equal, although the half-widths of the

different doublets were allowed to vary. Due to the

small percentage of Fe8+ in this sample, the position

of peak C was fixed, the areas of C and C' were

constrained to be equal, and their half-widths were

specified. The sinusoidal variation of the background

was also fitted. The resulting parameters are given in

Table 2. A 12 value for the 200 channels analyzed is

196.
The electron microprobe analyses (Table I ) of the

three amphiboles have been obtained within the areas

in which the optical spectra were obtained on the

(100) slabs. The analyses of the Mt. Bity andZil ler-

thal samples were normalized to charge assuming 23

Tnsls 2. Mdssbauer Parameters

PEAKS
ISOMER* QUADRUPOLE

SHIFT SPLITTING HALF-WIDTH % AREA

Test-e l .  Microprobe analYses

S i 0 2
T i 0  2
A 1 2 0  3
C r 2 0 3
Mco
MnO
I'eO
Ca0
N a 2 0
Kzo
F
c1

S i
A1(rV)

A1 (v r )

T i
Cr
Mn

Na

We ig

5 7  , 6 5
. 0 7

1 ,  3 1

2 3 . 6 2

42,9L
. 8 8

12.69

1  4 . 4 4
. 0 9

1 0 . 2 5
1 3 . 0 0

r . 5 7
! . 6 6

99.94
. 7 0

9 9  . 2 4

6 . 2 8
t , 7 2

. t + 1 1
: . rs  I

. 1 0  |

. 0 1  |
L . 2 6 J

2 , 0 3
. 6 9

percent of oxides

5 7 . 0 1

2 . 0 6
L3.42

. 6 r

. 2 0

. 2 L

. 0 4
9 9 . L 9

, 0 9
. 0 1

99.O9
Formul a

1 .  0 6
. 2 4

2 L . 3 6
, 2 2

5 . 7 2
1 2 , 3 0

. 4 L

. 0 5

. 0 6

9 8 .  4 3
. 0 3

9 8 .  4 0
Propor t ionsx
7  . 8 7

. 1 3

.04 ' l
4 . 4 0  |

- l
n e  F  5 . 1 6

. 0 3  |

. 6 6 J

1 R ?

. 1 1

. 0 1

7 . 8 r
t o

. 0 2 1,  - -  |
+ .  t  |  

|
. 0 1  |-  |  ' ' " '

I- l
. 2 3  J

L . 9 5

)+
M r  F e -  l . l 4

)+
! e  L , \ t

?+
F e '  0 . 4 8

B B '

c c '

2 . 8 2

1 . 8 4

. 3 2

. 3 4

. 5 3

5L. 4 (!0 .92)

4r .4  ( ! r .22)

7 . 2 ( ! t . 2 O )

* R e l a t i v e  E o  F e o  l n  m / s e c



GOLDMAN AND ROSSMAN: CALCIC AMPHIB7LES

oxygens and that all Fe is Fe2+. Mdssbauer data
presented in this paper for the Mt. Bity sample and
the analyses given in Leake (1968) for actinolites
from the Zillerthal area indicate that less than l0
percent of the total Fe is Fe3+. Using an Fes+/Fe
ratio of 0. l0 does not change these formula propor-
tions. The formula proportions for the Pargas sample
have been obtained similarly. Changing the Fes+/Fe
ratio up to 0.30 does not appreciably change the
resulting formula proportions. The sum of AlvI, Fe.
Mg, Ti, and Mn is close to 5.0, and the sum of Ca, K,
and Na is approximately 3.0 with Fe8+/Fe ratios of
less than 0.30.

Crystal structure

Calcic amphiboles are monoclinic with space
group Cr,*. The M(l), M(2), and M(4) sites have
point-group symmetry Cr, and the M(3) site has
point-group symmetry Crx.

The structural differences between the M(l), M(2),
and M(3) sites and the M(4) site suggest that the
spectroscopic features of ferrous iron in these sites
will markedly differ. The (c*-6) and (a-c) Onrrp
(Johnson, 1965) projections of the M(l), M(2), and
M(3) sites of actinolite are presented in Figure l.
These sites approach octahedral geometry, with sim-
ilar average metal-oxygen (M-O) bond distances of
2.105, 2.098, and 2.098 A, respectively (Mitchell el
al., l97l). In comparison, the M(4) site of actinolite
shown in Figure 2 is highly distorted and is eight-
coordinated when occupied by calcium.

Ideally, absorption spectra would be analyzed us-
ing the specific bond angles and bond lengths of a
particular metal ion in a coordination polyhedron.
For a metal ion in a site that is occupied pre-
dominantly by a different metal ion, these structural
details are not known, as is the case for Fe2+ in the
M(4) site of actinolite. The projections of the acti-
nolite M(4) site relate primarily the position of cal-
cium. The C, point-group does not constrain Fe2+ to
occupy the calcium position; the only constraint is
that it must, on the average, occupy a position on the
two-fold rotation axis parallel to D. The position of
Fe2+ in the M(4) site of monoclinic amphiboles has
been determined in grunerite, FerSi'Orr(OH), (Fin-
ger, 1969). A comparison of the two sites (Fig. 2)
indicates that Fe2+ is displaced on the two-fold axis
toward the O(2) oxygens relative to the calcium posi-
tion. An important consequence of this displacement
is the increase of the Fe,+-O(5) bond distances to
nearly 3.3 A. For this reason, the grunerite site is
considered as a highly distorted, six-coordinate site

(Papike et al., 1969) with the principal distortions
being due to (l) an elongation of the Fer+-O(6)
bonds with a reduction in the O(6)-Fc,+-O(6) bond
angle; (2) a twisting of the 0(6)-0(6) bond about b
relative to the O(2)-O(2) bond; (3) a relative com-
pression of the Fe'+-O(4) bonds; and (4) a removal
of the centor of symmetry. The grune'ite M(4) site
will be used as the structural model to analyze the
bands due to Fe2+ in the M(4) site of actinolite. This
assumes that Fe2+ occupies a "grunerite position" in
the actinolite M(4) site.

Description of spectra

The spectra of the Mt. Bity tremolite are presented
in Figure 3 to il lustrate the features that characterize
most calcic amphibole spectra, These spectra will
serve as a basis for the identification, assignment, and
crystal-field analysis of the absorption bands due to
Fe2+ in the M(4) site. Many of the features shown in
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ACTINOLITE M(4) SITE

c  s i n B

l_o

.  t A

GRUNERITE M(4) SITE

Frc.2. (c*-b) and (a-c) ORrEP projections of the M(4) coordina-

tion sites in actinolite and grunerite based on the atomic coordi-

nates given in Mitchell et al. (1971) and Finger (1969), respectively.

These projections illustrate the different positioning of iron in the

grunerite site from calcium in the actinolite site. All figures are

drawn to the same scale.

Figure 3 have been described and assigned in pre-

vious studies.
White and Keester (1966) presented an unpola-

rized spectrum of an actinolite and assigned an ab-

sorption band at 1020 nm to Fe2+ in six-fold coordi-

nation, a sharp band at 1399 nm to the first

vibrational overtone of the OH- stretching mode,

and a set of sharp bands at 2320 nm and 2392 nm to

infrared combination modes. Burns (1970) presented

the spectra of two actinolites and assigned absorption

bands at 727 nm in 7 and at 661 nm in B to p"z+/pes+

intervalence charge-transfer (IVCT) and described

four sharp absorption bands in d at about 1400 nm

arising from OH- vibrational overtones. Burns

attributed the absorptions in the 800-1300 nm region

to Fez+ in the M(l), M(2), and M(3) sites. The band

assigned by White and Keester to tetrahedral Fe2+ is

located in a at approximately 2470 nm (4050 cm-') in

Figure 3. The correct interpretation of this band is

crucial for the site assignment to be discussed in the
next section.

In addition to the features discussed in previous
investigations, the sharp peaks of low intensity in the
400-550 nm region in Figure 3 are identified as spin-
forbidden, electronic transitions of Fe2+ and Fe8+.
Sharp bands at 2297 nm and 2384 nm in B and at
2315 nm and 2387 nm in 7 correspond to the loca-
tions of the combination bands described by White
and Keester.

Fe2+ in M(4)

The prominent absorption bands at 1030 nm in B
and at 2470 ind are assigned to transitions of Fe2+ in
the M(4) site. The evidence supporting this assign-
ment is derived from (l) the similarity to the spectra
of Fe2+ in the M(4) sites of the Mg-Fe amphiboles
and in the M(2) sites of ortho- and clinopyroxene, (2)

the intensity correlation between these bands, (3) the
barycenter energy of the two bands, and (4) the in-
tensity of the 1030 nm band.

Similarity of specfta

The locations of the 1030 nm and 2470 nm bands
are similar to those reported for other large, distorted
sites. The spectra of Fe'+ in the M(4) sites of cum-
mingtonite-grunerites (Burns, 1970) show a domi-
nant absorption band in the 1000 nm region. In the
spectra of anthophyllite and gedrite, Mao and Seifert
(1973) assigned bands near 1000 nm and 2500 nm to
Fe2+ in the M(4) site. Fe2+ in the distorted M(2) sites
of orthopyroxene (Burns, 1970; Runciman et al.,
1973;  Go ldman and Rossman,  1976,  1977)  and
clinopyroxene (Bell and Mao, 1972; Burns et al.,
1972) also have bands in the 1000 nm and 1800-2500
nm regions. Therefore, it is apparent that these large,
distorted sites produce a crystal-field splitting of
about 5500 cm-' which results in one band in the
1000 nm region and the other in the 2000 nm region.
Absorption bands due to Fe2+ in the smaller pyrox-
ene M(l) sites do not occur above 1200 nm. If it can
be shown that these two bands arise from the same
Fe2+ ion, then these observations support an M(4)
site origin for the two calcic amphibole bands and
exclude their origin from the M(l), M(2), and M(3)
sites.

Band correlations

Sections of the Mt. Bity tremolite were heated in
air at 535'C for 8 hours. After the sample was heated,
the 1030 nm band in p retained only 50 percent of its
unheated intensity (Figure 4). A similar value is ob-
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tained for the 2470 nm band, although the vibrational
absorptions superimposed upon this band preclude
an exact determination of the reduction factor. These
data suggest that both the 1030 nm and 2470 nm
bands arise from the same Fe2+ ion.

The spectra of two additional calcic amphiboles
have been obtained to verify that both bands origi_
nate from the same Fe2+ ion. Spectra of an actinolite
are presented in Figure 5 in which the 1030 and2470
nm bands are approximately 3.1 times as intense as
the analogous bands in Figure 3. Stoichiometry con_
siderations for this sample (Table 2) indicate that
there is an excess of AlvI, Mg, Cr, Mn, and Fe that
cannot be accommodated in the five M(l), M(2), and
M(3) sites in the half-unit cell. Hence, the excess musr
be accommodated in M(4) ,  which has only l .g2
of  2.0 possib le s i tes occupied by Ca.  In addi t ion,
there is not enough Ca and Na to completely fi l l
the M(4) site. Furthermore, the spectra of pargasite,
NaCar(Mg,Fe'+ )n(Al,Fe3+ )Si6AlrOrr(OH,F,Cl)r, (Fig. 6)
indicate that  the absence of  the 1030 nm band is  cor-
related with the absence of the 24i0 nm band. Re-
gardless of the Fe3+ /Fe2+ ratio assumed for this
sample, the resulting formulas from the microprobe
analysis indicate that the M(4) site is fully occupied
by Ca and that the sum of the remaining octahedral
cations is approximately 5.0. In summary, these
spectra indicate that both absorption bands are either

1s00 2000 2500

simultaneously present or absent, and hence, they
must arise from the same Fe2+ ion.

Barycenter energy

The M(2) Fe2+ absorption bands at about 930 nm
and 1850 nm in orthopyroxene are derived from the
splitting of theuEE(On) state due to the low symmetry
of this site. Based upon the interpretation of Run-
ciman et al., Mao and Seifert concluded that the
similar bands in anthophyllite and gedrite were due
to the splitting of this state. The results of a study by
Faye (1972) support these interpretations, and hence,
support the assignment of the 1030 nm and 2470 nm
bands as electronic transitions to the separated
uEr(On) components of Fe2+ in the M(4) site. Faye
correlated the barycenter energy of the two com-
ponents with the average M-O bond length of six-
coordinate sites in a variety of minerals. While
slightly modifying the average M-O bond distance to
account for the effect of the substitution of other
metal ions into each site, it was found that the bary-
center energy decreased linearly with increasing av-
erage M-O bond length. Using the average for the six
M-O bond lengths in the gruneite M(4) site of 2.29
A (Finger, 1969), a barycenter energy of 6880 cm-r is
predicted from Faye's correlation. This is the same
value that is obtained from the tremolite spectra in
Figure 3. For comparison, the smaller M(2) site in
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the orthopyroxene bronzite, having an average M-O

bond distance of 2.22 A, has a barycenter energy of

about 8160 cm-1. In addition, Faye's correlation ar-
gues against the possibil i ty that the 2470 nm band,

and hence, the 1030 nm band, arise from Fe2+ in the

M(l), M(2), or M(3) sites. The predicted barycenter
energies of absorption bands arising from these sites,

having average M-O bond lengths of about 2.1 A, ate

about 10,000 cm-t, which precludes the occurrence of

one component at 2500 nm (4000 cm-'). The remain-

ing Fe2+ bands in the near-infrared region occur be-

tween 850 nm and 1150 nm. Taking these limits as the

maximum-extent of the 6E, splitt ing for Fe2+ in the

M(l), M(2), or M(3) sites, a barycenter energy of

10,200 cm-' is obtained. The agreement with Faye's

correlation supports their assignment to Fe2+ in the

M(l), M(2), or M(3) sites. It is concluded that both

the 1030 nm and the2470 nm absorption bands in the

spectra of calcic amphiboles arise from Fe2+ in the

M(4) site and that these bands result from the split-

t ing of the uEr(O) state in the low-symmetry envi-

ronment.

I nt e nsit y cons ide rations

The intensification of absorption features in dis-
torted sites lacking centers of symmetry is a well-
known phenomenon (Burns, 1970; White and Kees-
ter,1967). The greater intensity ofthe 1030 nm band
in B, in comparison with other Fe2+ features in the
800-1300 nm region, provides an indication that this
band is due to Fez+ in a non-centrosymmetric site.
Although the M(l) and M(2) sites lack centers of
symmetry, they are not nearly as distorted or non-
centrosymmetric as the M(4) site. Therefore Fe2+ in
the M(4) site is the most likely candidate for the 1030
nm band. This assignment, indicated by the band
positions, can be evaluated by comparing the absolute
intensity of the 1030 nm band (expressed in terms of
molar absorptivity, eroro) with e values from sites of
various coordination geometries. Although an accu-
rate value for e ,oro cannot be determined because the
Fe2+ contents of various sites are not known, electron
microprobe and Mdssbauer analyses of the Mt. Bity
tremolite provide constraints to derive a lower limit.
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An absolute lower l imit for e,oro of l6 is obtained bauer spectrum (below) indicate that some iron is
from the formula, assuming all iron is Fe2* and that Fe3+. If the 1030 nm band is dueto Fe2+ in M(4),the
all of it contributes to the band. However, the pres- presence of Fe3+ in this sample is suggested in the t0.5
ence of ps2+/Fs3+ IVCT bands in 7 and B in the mm,/sec region, although a distinct peak is not ob-
600-750 nm region, as well as aspects of the M6ss- served.
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The M6ssbauer data for the Mt. Bity tremolite
provide further constraints on the lower l imit of e 1s36.
The room temperature Mdssbauer spectrum of this
sample (Fig. 7) shows two distinct peaks in the high-
velocity region (2.0-2.5 mm/sec) that are attributable
to Fe2+ in at least two distinct environments. The
presence of Fe3+ in this sample is suggested in the *
0.5 mm,/sec region, although a distinct peak is not
observed.

The Mdssbauer studies of the calcic amphiboles by
Bancroft et al. (1967c), Hiiggstrdm et al. (1969),
Burns and Greaves (197 1) ,  and Bancrof t  and Brown
(1975) have assumed that  Ca,  Na,  and K complete ly
fi l f the M(4) site, and hence, peak assignments have
been made only for Fe'+ in the M(l), M(2), and M(3)
sites, with the peaks having the smallest quadrupole
spfitt ing assigned to Fe2+ inlhe M(2) site. Fe'+ in the
M(4) site has been identif ied in the Mdssbauer
spectra of cummingtonites and grunerites (Bancroft

et al.,1967b; Hafner and Ghose, 1971). These spectra
are characterized by two distinct quadrupole dou-
blets: the outer doublet has a quadrupole splitt ing of
about 2.7-2.8 mm,/sec and is assigned to Fe2+ in the
M(l), M(2), and M(3) sites; the inner doublet has a
quadrupole spl i t t ing of  1.5-1.8 mmlsec and is  as-
signed to Fe2+ in the M(4) site.

Making the reasonable assumption that the band
at 1030 nm is due to Fe2+ in one site only, the exis-
tence of two doublets in the spectrum of Mt. Bity
tremolite establishes that e ,o3o must be greater than
16, i.e. at least 27 if the band is due to the site giving
rise to peaks AA' , and at least 40 if i t is due to the site
giving rise to BB' . lf the Mdssbauer peaks in question
represent more than one site, the value of e ,oro could
only be h igher .

Thus,  i f  we assign AA'  to  M( l )  and M(3) ,  and BB'
to M(2) in accordance with previous work on calcic
amphiboles, we obtain minimum values of e ,o3o equal
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Frc.  7 Mdssbauer spectrum of  t remol i te,  Mt.  Bi ty,  Malagasy Republ ic ,  taken at  room temperature The spectrum is presented re lat ive
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to ( 1) 40 if the band is due to M(2); (2) 27 if it is due
to M(l) or M(3), and (3) very large (well over 40) if it
is due to M(4).If we assign peaks BB' to M(4) and
AA' to M(l), M(2), and M(3), we obtain minimum
values for e,oro of (l) 40 if the band is due to M(4),
and (b) 27 i f  i t  is due to M(l) ,  M(2),  or M(3).

The e values for Fe2+ absorption bands in other
sites (Table 3) can be compared with the lower limit
determined for ero3o. The smaller sites such as the
M( I ) sites in olivine and orthopyroxene have e values
of less than 10, even though these sites have different
distortions and departures from centrosymmetry.
The larger sites in the pyroxenes and amphiboles
have larger e values. Based on this comparison, an e
value for the 1030 nm band of greater than 27 is
consistent with an assignment to Fe2+ in Ihe M(4)
site, but'probably incon$istent with assignment to
any other site.

Other consideralions

have a vibrational origin. Another band due to M(4)
Fe2+ does not occur in this region above 2000 cm-'.

Both the 1030 nm band in 0 and the 2470bandinq.
in the spectra of pargasite are absent. The absorption
band in a at 1030 nm is also absent in Figure 6,
although it is present in both the tremolite and acti-
nolite spectra. Furthermore, this band was reduced in
intensity in the heat-treated tremolite spectra. To ex-
amine the possibility that this band may be due to
Fe2+ in the M(4) site, the intensities for the a and 0
bands at 1030 nm were compared for fourteen calcic
amphibole samples (Fig. 9). The trend of these data
suggests that the a and p bands are correlated. Con-
sequently, the absorption band at 1030 nm in a is
assigned to M(4) Fe2+. The possibility that the a
band results from the mixing of intensities from the
intense 0 peak due to experimental problems does not
appear likely, because there is little evidence for mix-
ing of polarization intensities in the 2000-2500 nm
region.

Due to similar types of distortions of the calcic
amphibole M@) siti and the orthopyroxe ne M(2) site crystal-field analysis

involving elongation of two adjacent M-O bonds, The crystallographic point-group symmetry of the
and due to the similar crystal-field splittings of the calcic amphibole M(4) site is C2 with the two-fold
uEr(On) state for these minerals, the spectra of the rotation axis parallel to b which bisects the
Mt. Bity tremolite were obtained in the 1200-4200 O(6)-M(4)-O(6) and O(2)-M(4)-O(2) bond angles.
cm-' region (Fig. 8) to search for a low-energy ab- For spectroscopic analysis, the Z crystal-field axis is
sorption band analogous to the 2350 cm-r band in taken along D to coincide with the axis of highest
orthopyroxene. The absorption bands in the symmetry of the site. The relative ordering of the
3600-3750 cm-' region arise from OH- stretching crystal-field states and the polarization properties of
motions, and the absorptions below 2000 cm-1 also the allowed transitions for Cz, in which Z is a dihe-

Tenlr  3.  r  values for  common minerals

BAND (cm c ( [ / n o l e  c m ) REFEREITCE*

oLrvrNE l{(1)
(FAYALTTE) !4(2)

oRTHOPYROXENE M(2)
(BRONZITE)

oRTHOPYROXEIIE M(1)
(ORTHOFERROS ILITE)

Mg-Fe AMPHIBOLE M(4)
(GEDR]TE)

Mg-Fe AI,IPHIBOLE M(4)
(GRI]NERITE)

GARIIET 8-fo1d
(PYROPE-ALMANDINE )

COR.DIERITE 6-fold

( r ) , { 1 } , [ 2 ] , t 3 1

( 4 ) , { 4 } ,  I s ]

( 1 ) ,  { 6 } ,  t s l

( 7 )  ,  { 8 } ,  1 8 1

( 1 ) ,  i e ] ,  t e l

( 1 0 ) ,  i 1 0 ]

( 1 1 ) , { 1 1 } , [ 1 1 ]

10 ,  930
9 , 2 9 0

10 ,  930

8 , 5 6 0

a 1 0 , 6 0 0

9 ,  9 8 0

7 , 8 3 0

8 ,  2 0 0

2 . 4
8 . 6

4 I

tu10

N 2 0

ru80

1.  Burns  (1970)
2 .  B u s h  e t  a l .  ( 1 9 7 0 )
3 .  B i r l e  e t  a l .  ( 1 9 6 8 )
4. Goldmaa and Rossnan (1976b)
5 .  Bancro f t ,  Burns  and Howie  (1967)

7 .  Mao and Se i fe r t  (1974)
8 .  Pap ike  and Ross  (1970)
9 .  Bancro f t ,  Burns  and Maddock  (1967)

10.  Whi te  and Moore  (1972)

11. Goldman and Rossman (in preparation)
6 .  Kuno (1954)

*  (  )  =  S D e c r r a l  D A t a  t  I  =  S i t e  p o D i l l a r i o n  D a t a  {  }  = C h e m i c a l  D a t a
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Frc. 8. Room temperature, mid-infrared spectra of tremolite from Mt. Bity, Malagasy Republic, showing that a second M(4) Fe'+

absorption band does not occur in this region above 2000 cm r. a spectrum (. . . ), B spectrum (------), and 7 spectrum 1-) 
'yAc =

l7o.  Crystal  th ickness = 1.0 mm.
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dral axis, are presented in Figure 10. The classifica-
tion of states is derived from the "descent in symme-
try" method from 01 to Da7 to Cr,(Cr") to C"(Cr")
using the correlation tables in Wilson et al. (1955),
and the polarization properties of the allowed transi-

120

too

BO

t B  A n' l o3o

40
a

aa

g t  '

g
n L"o

- cI roso
Frc 9. Intensity correlation of the calcic amphibole absorption

bands in B and u at 1030 nm suggesting that the a band is also due

to Fe2+ in the M(4) site. All points represent room temperature

soectra normalized to 1.0 cm thickness.

t ions are obtained from the character table for C, in
Cotton (1963). Tetragonal compression between O6
and Dnn and acute dihedral angles aboul Z are used
based on the structural data. The upper two states
and the lower three states are derived from the oc-
tahedral uE, and 522, states of Fe2+, respectively.
Although C, explains the polarization of the 1030 nm
band mostly in Z(B), it cannot explain the complete
polarization of the2470 nm band in a. This transition
is expected to occur in both a(X) and 7(I/). There-
fore, the polarization properties of these bands are
indicative of a higher, effective electrostatic symme-
try.

The effective electrostatic symmetry of the calcic
amphibole M(4) site is taken Io be Cou(Cr"), based
upon the similar interpretation of the analogous
bands in the spectra of orthopyroxene by Runciman
et al., and Goldman and Rossman (1977), and an-
thophyll ite and gedrite by Mao and Seifert. From the
classification of states and the allowed transitions fo?
Cr,, Ihe 1030 nm and2470 nm absorption bands are
assigned to the At - Ar and A' - Br transitions,
respectively. The A, - B, transition within the split
uTrr(On) state, which was identif ied at 2350 cm-' in
the spectra of orthopyroxene, does not occur at
energies greater than 2000 cm-'. For C, symmetry,
this transition is expected to be polarized in 7(I) as
shown in Fisure 10.

20

t2to4



The operator-equivalent method described by
Hutchings (1964) to derive energy expressions for the
crystal-field states was used by Goldman and Ross-
man (1977) to analyze the spectra of Fe2+ in the
M(2) site of orthopyroxene. In orthopyroxene, all
three allowed transitions of Cr, were observed experi-
mentally, and hence the three crystal-field fitting pa-
rameters were calculated; A(: 10 Dq), M, and N.
From these parameters, the energy of the forbidden
At - Az transition was calculated. However, the en-
ergy of the A, - 8, transition due to Fe2+ in the M(4)
site of calcic amphiboles is not known, although the
mid-infrared spectra of the Mt. Bity tremolite in-
dicate that it does not occur above 2000 cm-'. Using
this value as an upper l imit for the Ar - B, transition,
the following results are obtained: A = 4629 cm-l
and A,  -  Az :  976 cm- ' . l f  Ar  -  B,  occurs at  1400
cm-1, the crystal-f ield parameters change as follows:
A :  4760 cm- l ,  and Ar -  Az :  524 cm-t .

The value determined for A, the energy separation
between the octahedral 5T,, and 6Ee states in the
4600-4800 cm-r range has been obtained from the
point-charge model in which the crystal-field poten-
tial was derived in terms of the average M-O bond
distance of the M(4) site. Although a A of this magni-
tude for a six-coordinate site at f irst seems low, its
value is acceptable upon considering orthopyroxene
spectra l  data.  The At  -  Ar  At  -  Bt  and Ar + Bz
transitions of bronzite occur at 10,930 cm 1, 5400
cm-1, and 2350 cm-1, respectively. Using the average
M-O bond distance of the M(2) site of 2.22 A, A was
calculated to be 6522 cm-l. In comparison, the
smaller A value for M(4) Fe'+ in calcic amphiboles
reflects the larger size of the M(4) site as expected
from the l/f dependence of A. The energies of the
transitions to the A, and ^8, states are about 1000
cm-' and 1400 cm-r smaller than the energies of the
analogous transitions in orthopyroxene, respectively.
This indicates that the energy of the Er(Ox) staIe,
from which A, and B, are derived, is also at least 1000
cm-r lower in the calcic amphibole M(4) site, and
hence A is expected to be reduced from the or-
thopyroxene value by about this magnitude. There-
fore, a A for M(4) Fe2+ in the 4600-4900 cm-l range
is reasonable.

Goldman and Rossman (1977) indicated that  the
O-M-O bond angles about the crystal-field Z axis
play a significant role in determining the energy of the
Ar - Bz transition within the split uTrr(On) state. The
O(6)-M(4)-O(6) angle of 62o is l0o smaller than
the O(6)-M(2)-O(3) angle in orthopyroxene. The
smaller angle about Z is expected to raise the energy

GOLDMAN AND ROSSMAN: CALCIC AMPHIBOLES

v 2 v

A

z H l

215

c2
zA

97 lO cna- l

4O5Ocw-l

B2
.2OOOcr,t- l
.  lOOOou- l

O ctu-l

A2

A1

FIc. 10. Energy level schemes for Cz and Cr, symmetries in

which the crystal-field Z axis is a dihedral axis. The Cz, energy level

scheme explains the polarization properties of the M(4) Fez+ ab-

sorption bands. C,, the crystallographic point-group symmetry of

:1":n 
site, cannot explain the polarization of the 247O nm band

of the A, - Bz transition. However, the two elongated
M-O bonds in orthopyroxene are about 2.5 A,
whereas they are nearly 2.8 A in grunerite. This
longer bond distance explains the lower energy of
A, - B" transition in the amphibole M(4) site.

Finally, it was suggested that Fe2+ in the M(4) site
also produces a band in a at 1030 nm. Since l ,  -  l ,
is expected to be polarized entirely in B, the presence
of the a band at 1030 nm is difficult to explain.
Similarly, in the spectra of M(2) Fe2+ in orthopyrox-
ene, the polarization intensities of the subsidiary
components of the main bands were not accounted
for using the most intuitively reasonable selection for
the Cr, axes, although the polarization intensities of
the main bands were correctly explained. It must be
remembered that these results are based upon a theo-
retical treatment that is highly idealized, both with
regard to the presumed effective symmetry and the
assumption of equivalent point-charge contributions
from each of the ligands. Nevertheless, on a com-
parative level, the crystal-field analysis of the calcic
amphibole and orthopyroxene spectral data produce
consistent results.

Conclusion

The electronic absorptions arising from ferrous
iron in the M(4) site of calcic amphiboles have been
identified. The absorption bands due to M(4) Fe2+
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occur at 1030 nm in p, with some intensity in a, and
at 2470 nm in d. The spectra of a wide variety of
calcic amphiboles indicate that the Fe2+ content in
the M(4) site is variable.In particular, M(4) Fe2+ has
been found in absorption spectra of all actinolite
samples studied in this laboratory. The indication
from the absorption spectra that the M(4) Fe'+ con-
tent exhibits significant variation may be important
petrologically, due to the temperature and pressure
dependencies of the various elemental partit ions that
involve iron, either between coexisting minerals, or
among the crystallographically distinct sites within
each mineral.
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