
American Mineralogist, Volume 62, pages 1003-1005, 1977

Paraspurrite, a new polymorph of spurrite from Inyo County, California
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Abstract

Paraspurrite, Cau(SiOn)rCO3' ? n€w polymorph of spurrite, is monoclinic with a :
10 .473 (10 ) ,  b :  6 .706 (5 ) ,  c  :  27 .78 (3 )4 . ,  B :  90 .58 (7 ) ' ,  space  g roup  P2 , /a  and  Z :8 .
Paraspurrite occurs in a small lens in a sequence of thermally-metamorphosed calc-sil icates
near Darwin, California. Associated minerals include gehlenite, vesuvianite, apatite, and
larnite.

Introduction

A routine powder pattern run for identif ication of
a mineral from a calc-sil icate body near Darwin,
California, showed first-order agreement with the X-
ray powder pattern reported for spurrite (Powder
Data File 13/496), but with some additional reflec-
tions. Single-crystal oscil lation and precession photo-
graphs showed that these crystals are indeed closely
related crystallographically to spurrite, but differ
principally by having a doubled unit cell in the c*
direction.

The new mineral was found by Mr. Norm Nichols
in a sequence of thermally-metamorphosed sil iceous
carbonate rocks in Inyo County, California, north of
the small mining town of Darwin. Paraspurrite oc-
curs as a distinctive part of a small roof pendant.
Direct contact with syenite can be observed along
most of the margin of the pendant, but the contact is
obscured on one side by cinders from overlying vol-
canics.

Spurrite itself is not a common mineral, but it is
important as a crit ical phase in the spurrite-melil i te
facies of contact metamorphism. This facies is char-
acterized by formation at low pressures and at tem-
perature conditions which are high for near-surface
environments, that is, 800' to perhaps as high as
1000'C. The mineral assemblage typically is under-
saturated in sil ica and includes such phases as spur-
rite, t i l leyite, merwinite, rankinite, and larnite. The
rocks are usually marbles with carbonate sedi-
mentary rocks as their parents.

Mineralogy

Paraspurrite occurs as the dominant phase of a
dark-gray granulite-facies rock which exhibits con-
spicuous fracturing. The intergrown paraspurrite
crystals average about 0.5 cm across and reach a
maximum size of about 2.0 cm. The crystals are col-
orless in thin section and many exhibit polysynthetic
twinning on (001).  Cleavage is poor paral lel  to (001).
Paraspurr i te is biaxial  (-)  with a :  1.650, 0 = 1.672,
7 : 1 . 6 7 7 , 2 Y , : 4 7 o .  X :  b , Z  A C : 3 0 o .  Y  A a :
300.

Microanalyses were carried out on the Materials
Analysis Company model 5-SA3 electron micro-
probe. The program ULTIMATE was used for con-
trol of the microprobe and for data reduction
(Chodos et al., 1973). The chemical analysis (Table I )
confirms that the formula, Cau (SiOn)rCOs, is identi-
cal to that of spurrite.

Examination of representative thin sections was
augmented by X-ray powder data to determine the
associated minerals. Gehlenite, vesuvianite, and apa-
tite are relatively abundant; and larnite is less com-
mon. An apparent second generation of minerals in-
cludes calcite, quartz, gypsum, and pyrite. In contact
with the lenticular body of paraspurrite is a zone of
massive grossular.

X-ray crystallography

Precession photographs provided crystal geometry,
systematic extinctions, and preliminary cell parame-
ters. A single crystal of paraspurrite was mounted

I 003



1004 COLVILLE AND COLVILLE.'  PARASPURRITE

Table l .  Paraspurr i te.  Chemical  data Table 3. Powder data for paraspurrite
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parallel to a*. Upper-level photographs confirmed
that paraspurrite is monoclinic with a : 10.52, b :

6.76,  c  = 27.7A and P= 90.58 ' .  On the basis  of  the
systematic absences, the space group is P 2r/a.

Accurate cell parameters were calculated using a
least-squares analysis of l5 reflections measured with
an automated four-circle single-crystal diffractome-
ter. The final cell parameters and other crystal data
are compared to those of spurrite in Table 2.

Table 2.  Spurr i te and paraspurr i te.  Compar ison of  crystal  data

S p u r r i  t e P a r a s p u r r i t e

.  Use o f  s inq le -c rqs ta l  i la ta  fac i ) . i ta ted  index ing  o f  te f lec t ions
rt Btackets encTose Epaks wjtb sevefe ovetTap. ?hese reE reasuted

at xhe top and KdL, cas lseil fot d(obs)

Powder patterns were obtained using a Norelco
diffractomer, a copper anode X-ray tube, a graphite
monochromator, and NaF as an internal standard.
Overlapping peaks dominate the pattern because the
beta angle is close to 90o and 20hhr and 20ooy are
close together for many reflections. Overlap is pro-
moted also by a relatively large unit cell and a primi-
tive lattice. The indexed powder pattern is given in
Table 3. The 00/ reflections show some effect from
preferred orientation. The enhancement is not ex-
treme as these are among the strongest reffections on
the single-crystal photographs. Reflections with se-
vere overlap are grouped with brackets. The cell pa-
rameters listed in Table 2 were used to compute d-
spacing.

Discussion

Paraspurrite is chemically identical to spurrite and
is closely related crystallographically. Note that in
paraspurrite a and b remain essentially the same but c
: 27.78A and P : 90.58". In effect, paraspurrite
exhibits a c axis equal to 2 x dooL of spurrite.

The crystal structure of paraspurrite is probably
quite similar to that of spurrite; that is, isolated sili-
con tetrahedra coordinated by Ca atoms as in
CazSiOo, and CO3- equilateral triangles also coordi-
nated by Ca atoms as in aragonite (Smith et al., 19601'
Kletsova and Belov, l96l). In spurrite there are two
independent silicon-oxygen tetrahedra, Si1 and Si11,
and five independent calcium-oxygen polyhedro, Co1
through Cau. The space group of paraspurrite
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Fig. l .  Proposed structure for paraspurri te projected onto (010) based on diagram ofKletsova and Belov (1961). The monocl inic unit

cel l  of spurri te is outl ined by dashed l ines for comparison.
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(P2r/a) dictates that centers of symmetry and screw
axes will no longer duplicate adjacent polyhedra such
as Sir tetrahedra along a (Z : 0) will not be equiva-
lent to rows of Sir tetrahedra at Z = /z in paraspurrite
(Fig. I  ) .

The determination of the topology and coordina-
tion geometry of this new structure would provide an
interesting comparison to that of spurrite. In particu-
lar the comparison of the Sira and Sirs, Sirra, and
Silrs and the five pairs of Ca-coordination polyhedra
would be profitable, but will have to await an accu-
rate crystal structure analysis, Because all 38 atoms
are probably in general positions, this would involve
an arduous refinement of I l4 atomic coordinates, 38
isotropic temperature factors, and the scald factor,
for a total of 153 variables. An anisotropic refine-
ment might be impractical because 343 variables
would have to be refined.

Name

The Commission of New Minerals and Mineral
Names (IMA) approved the name prior to pub-

lication. This new mineral is named paraspurrite to
indicate its close crystallographic and chemical rela-
t ionship to spurr i te.
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