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Memorial of Frank Cuttitta
September 14, 1912-November 4, 1974

IrRVING MAY, HARRY ROSE, AND EDWARD J. DWORNIK

U.S. Geological Survey, Reston, Virginia, 22092

Frank Cuttitta, 62, research chemist for the
U.S. Geological Survey, died suddenly on Novem-
ber 4, 1974, of a massive coronary while seemingly
on the way to recovery from a minor stroke. Frank
was born in Brooklyn, New York, and obtained a
B.S. in Chemistry from Brooklyn College in 1937.
After a tour of duty with the Post Office Depart-
ment and a four-year hitch with the Army during
World War II, he received an M.S. in Chemistry
from the University of Maryland in 1948. He
joined the U.S. Geological Survey in 1948 and im-
mediately embarked on a study of analytical tech-
niques and methodology associated with the
Atomic Energy Commission’s national search for
uranium sources. When the uranium program was
de-emphasized in 1957, Frank, with his sense of
awareness for future trends in scientific research,
devoted his efforts to problems in geochronology
and nuclear chemistry.

With the advent of the space program Frank
turned his research efforts to the analysis of ex-
traterrestrial materials. These studies, on behalf
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of the National Aeronautics and Space Ad-
ministration, led to many investigations of impact
metamorphism, cratering and volcanic
phenomena, and the geochemistry of magmatic
differentiation. His achievements and enthusiasm
for space exploration resulted in his being detailed
to NASA headquarters where he helped to initi-
ate, direct, and monitor fundamental planetologi-
cal investigations between 1968 and 1972. During
this period and continuing to the time of his death,
Frank was active as an investigator for the Apollo
program. His many contributions to the analysis
of lunar materials are evident from his extensive
bibliography, which includes more than 100 scien-
tific reports.

He was a Fellow of the Washington Academy of
Sciences and of the American Association for the
Advancement of Science. He also held member-
ships in the Geochemical Society, the Mineralogi-
cal Society of America, the American Chemical
Society, and the Meteoritical Society. He lectured
at the George Washington University, American
University, and the Universities of Florence,
Rome, Palermo, and Jeddah. In 1973, he was co-
director of an International School of Earth
Sciences held in Erice, Sicily, devoted to Volcan-
ism on Earth and in the Solar System. In 1974, he
served as a consultant to the government of Saudi
Arabia. He received a Presidential Citation in
1964 for his contributions to X-ray spectroscopy,
and the Wm. F. Meggars award in 1969 for the
best paper to appear in the Journal of Applied
Spectroscopy that year. In recognition of his exten-
sive contributions to geochemistry and the
analytical chemistry of extraterrestrial materials,
he was awarded the coveted degree of Doctor of
Philosophy in Geological Sciences, Laura Honoris
Causa, by the University of Palermo, Sicily, in
1974.

Frank will be sorely missed by his colleagues.
His great personal concern for his associates ex-
tended to their respective families, and he always
showed a sincere, compassionate interest for the
scholastic progress and career growth of their
sons and daughters in a paternalistic, almost
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“godfatherly” way. He was never too busy to give
advice and guidance whether the problem was of a
scientific or personal nature.

Frank is survived by his wife, Gisella, more
familiarly known as Jean, who in the last few
years accompanied him on his many official tra-
vels to both foreign and domestic scientific ses-
sions. Frank also leaves his mother, Mrs. Rose
Cuttitta, and a sister Mrs. Millie Schiaffino, both
of Brooklyn, New York; a son, Frank, Jr.; a
daughter, Mrs. Rosanne Maidens; and three
grandchildren. His colleagues will always remem-
ber Frank as one of the staunchest members of
the old U.S. Geological Survey Laboratory’s “Gun
Factory Crew.”
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(with L.R. Stieff and P.J. Kuroda) Comparison of the
isotopic abundance of U2% and U238 and the radium ac-
tivity ratios in Colorado Plateau uranium area.
Geochim. Cosmochim. Acta, 11, 189-193.
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bearing materials. U.S. Geol. Surv. Prof Pap. 400-B,
B483-B484.

(with J.J. Warr) The determination of lead in pyrites.
US. Geol. Surv. Prof. Pap. 400-B, B485-B486.

(with J.J. Warr) Determination of lead in zircon with

1961

1962

1963

1964

1965

1966

1967

1968
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(and F.E. Senftle and E.C. Walker) Preliminary tests of
isotopic fractionation of copper adsorbed on quartz and
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Surv. Prof. Pap. 424-C, C384-C385.
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micro X-ray fluorescence analysis of tektites using 50-
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(with O.B. Raup, A.J. Gude, III, E.J. Dwornik, and H.J.
Rose, Jr.) Braitschite, a new hydrous calcium rare-
earth borate mineral from the Paradox Basin, Grand
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Sci. Lett. 10, 361-364.
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tion in Apollo 12021 clinopyroxenes:-Evidence for bias
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trow. Proc. Fifth Lunar Sci. Conf., Geochim. Cosmochim.
Acta, Suppl. 5,2, 1119-1133.
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Department of Geology, University of Kansas,
Lawrence, Kansas 66045

Elliot Gillerman, known to everyone as Bud,
was born in St. Louis, Missouri, on July 21, 1913,
and died in Lawrence, Kansas, on July 10, 1974,
He had survived a heart attack in early 1971 but
had returned to full physical activity. He was
working at his desk at home preparing for a field
trip to New Mexico when he was stricken with a
fatal heart attack.

Bud received his B.A. and M.S. degrees in
geology at Washington University, St. Louis,

Missouri, then worked as a topographic engineer
and as a geologist with the U.S. Geological Survey,
mostly in New Mexico. In 1953 he entered the
University of Texas, Austin, where he received
the Ph.D. degree in Geology in 1957. In 1957 he
joined the faculty of the Department of Geology at
the University of Kansas, Lawrence. The
academic life suited him well and he contributed
much to it. He taught courses in his special field of
mineral deposits, both non-metalliferous and
metalliferous, and a very popular course on





