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The Crystal Structure of Magnesite
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Abstract

The crystal structure of synthetic magnesite has been studied by X-ray and infrared methods

Magnesitl is trigonal R3c, with a : 4.637 A, c : 15.O23 A, and, Z : 6. Intensity data were collected

with a Rigaku automated diffractometer and MoKa radiation. The structure was refined by the full-

matrix least-squares method using anisotropic thermal parameters. The final R index for 234 te-

flections is 0.037.
The C-O and Mg-O bond lengths were 1.283 and 2.105 A, respectively. The interatomic angles of

three kinds of O-Mg-O were 88.25, 91.75 and 180.000, respectively. It is clarified that the distortion

of the Mg-Oo octahedron in magnesite is smaller than that of Ca-Oe in calcite.

The force constants of the Urey-Bradley force field were calculated from the infrared absorption

frequencies. For magnesite the stretching force constant K : 5.41, the bending force constant II :

0.46, the repulsive force constant F : 1.97, and the force constant for the out-of-plane vibratirtn

i i  :  o. i j -Jta. Forcalcite theyareK : 5.51,H : 0.38, F : 1.88 and fo :  o.64md/A'

Introduction

The crystal structure of magnesite has been said
to be similar to that of calcite, but no previous
single crystal structure analysis of magnesite is
available. The present authors (1'973) synthesized
rhombohedral single crystals of magnesite about
100 p in size by the hydrothermal method. Using
these crystals, the present study was carried out to
determine the crystal structure of magnesite and to
compare it with the structure of calcite, which was
first studied by Bragg (191.4) and recently by
Chessin, Hamilton, and Post (1965).

Data Collection and Refinement

The cell dimensions obtained using the powder
method are a : 4.637(l) and c : 15.023(3) A.
Photographic experiments confirmed that magnesite
has the same space group as calcite, R3c. The only
variable positional parameter is the x-coordinate
of oxygen.

Intensities were measured on a Rigaku automated
four-circle diffractometer equipped with a scintilla-
tion detector plus pulse height analyzet using Zr-
filtered MoK" radiation. A A - 20 scan mode with
a scanning speed of I" /2 min was employed. Mea-
surements of three reference reflections were car-
ried out every 52 reflections. No systematic drift was

observed. The indices of measured reflections were
in the range, h: O to 11, k: -ll to 11, and /: 0 to

32 with -h + k + I = 3n in the trigonal system.
Observed structure factors were corrected for Lo-
rentz polarization factors. Absorption corrections
were not applied in view of the small value (0.03)

of /rR.
Refinement of the structure was carried out on

234 independent reflections using the full-matrix
least squares program of uNlcs (Sakurai, 1967) and
the scattering factors for the neutral atoms given
in International Tables lor X-ray Crystallography,
vol. 3 (1962). Refinements with anisotropic thermal
parameters were carried out using the x-coordinate
of oxygen, deduced from a prior set of film data,
as the starting value. The weighting scheme used
was ?v : 1.0 for all structure factors.

There are only 10 variable parameters: a scale
factor, the x-coordinate of oxygen, its four inde-
pendent thermal parameters, the two thermal param-
eters of carbon, and the two thermal parameters
of magnesium. The final conventional R was 0.037,
and the final weighted R was 0.038. Table 1 gives

the positional and thermal parameters with their

standard errors. The observed and calculated struc-
ture factors are compared in Table 2. Table 3 gives

the interatomic distances and angles, and Table 4

the r.m.s. displacements of thermal motions and
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P a r a m e t e r s

n toi l ls

( l

Positional and Thermal Parameters of
Magnesite*

their orientations together with those of calcite
reported by Chessin et ql (1965) for comparison.

Infrared

The infrared spectrum of magnesite was obtained
by using a Japan Spectrometer (.rlsco) IR-c with
gratings. Magnesito showed strong absorption bands
at 880, 1440, and745 cm-t for v2, vs, ard vt modes,
respectively.

v3 z[ld va modes of vibration can be analyzed
theoretically by Wilson's methd using the cF ma-
trices (Wilson et a/, 1955; Omori, 1971). The
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Tlslr 2. Observed and Calculated Structure Factors
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elements of the G and F matrices of the vg Lnd t't
modes of vibration for the COs ion were calculated
by using the following relations:

Grr :  l rrcl  * P<ol - P16y CoS tr

2p16y cos a(l__rgg) 
* @.sin cvn : ---7 '-rm 

o r

,)
Gr ,  :  3 [p ,o r  *  p<q( l  -  cosc) ]

Frz :  -(0.9)r.F' .s in 
i .cos i

r ( -.)' l
Fzz : 

"ln 
+ r{cos' } + <0.t1.,"' ;}J

where ploy and prq were the reciprocal mass of
the oxygen and carbon atoms, respectively; r was
the bond length between the oxygen and carbon
atoms; ,o wos equal to 120o; and K, H, and F are
the force constants in the Urey-Bradley force field
(Urey and Bradley, 1931). For the COs ion K is
the stretching force constant between C-O; H is the
bending force constant between O-C-O; and F is the
repulsive force constant between two oxygens
o. . .o .

The force constants K = 5.41, H : 0.46, and
F'= 1.97 md/A were determined from calculations
applying the Jacobian matrix, using r = 1.283 A.
The calculated frequencies vs = l44O and. va =
745 crrr are identical to the observed values.

The force constants of calcite K : 5.51, H =

0.38, and F = 1.88 md/A were also determined
using the infrared sp€ctral data reported by Huang
and Kerr (1960) and the C-O bond length reported
by Chessin et aI (1965>. The calculated frequencies
fo,r calcite, vs = 1435 and v+ : 713 cm-1, are the
same as the reported values. The out-of-plane
vibration force constant, fd, was directly calculated
using the wave number of the 12 mode. These values
are summariznd in Table 5.

Discussion

It is interesting to compare the results of mag-
nesite with those of calcite reported by Chessin et d
(  1e6s).
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Tesre. 3. Interatomic Distances and Angles in Magnesite
and Calcite

O = M  s l r E

magnes  J  t e c : r l  c i t e

CRYSTAL STRUCTURE OF MAGNESITE
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Shnpe of the Octahedron

The three independent O-Mg-O interatomic an-
gles of magnesite are 88.25, 91.75, and 180.00',
respectively, while those of GCa-O are 87.57,
92.43, and 180.0O', as listed in Table 3. Thus the
octahedron in magnesite is closer to the ideal than
that in calcite. This can be explained by the fact
that the Mg2- has a more suitable size for octahedral

Te,sr-n. 4. The r.m.s. Component of Thermal Displacement
(A) of Magnesite and Calcite*
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normal anhydrous carbonate minerals. The wave-
lengths of the ye modes reported by them and the
lengths of the C-O bonds in the literature are listed
in Table 6. The C-O bond lengths in trigonal
carbonates are almost identical with one another,
but different from those in orthorhombic carbonates.
It is apparent that a correlation exists between the
length of the C-O bond and the shifting frequency
of the orthorhombic carbonate within the same group
of the periodic table. Namely, the v4 wavelength
increases with increasing mean C-O bond length.
In contrast, the C-O bond length in trigonal car-
bonates is almost constant regardless of variations
of the shifting frequency.

Results ol Inlrared Analyses

The stretching force constant K is the largest
among the force constants in both minerals. From
a potential energy consideration, movements of
oxygen are more restricted along the a axis than
perpendicular to it. As a result, the thermal ellipsoid
of oxygen in the COs ion is compressed along the
a axis. Concerning the shape of the thermal ellipsoid,
the results obtained by infrared analyses are in
qualitative conformity with the results obtained by
X-ray analyses.
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coordination by oxygen ions. The principal axes
of the thermal ellipsoid of oxygen are 0.063, 0.084,
and 0.099 A in magnesite and A.032,0.089, and
0.155 A in calcite. The thermal ellipsoid of oxygen
in magnesite is an oblate spheroid as in orthorhombic
carbonates (de Villiers, 1971; dal Negro, l97l).
However, the thermal ellipsoid in calcite is com-
pressed along the d axis and is elongated along
one direction (Table 4). Since Caz* has nearly the
upp€r-limit size that fits into the octahedron, Ca2*
is not sufficiently shielded by oxygen. Therefore,,
the electron clouds of oxygens in calcite are strongly
stretched to screen the cation-cation interaction.

C-O Bond Lengrh

The length of the C-O bond, which is 1.283 A in
both magnesite and calcite, has been the subject
of many experimental investigations, especially in
the field of infrared absorption. The infrared absorp-
tion frequencies are influenced by surrounding me-
tallic ions. Recently Elderfield and Chester (1971)
reported the variations of the za modo of many

Tesrn 6. Relationships between u+ Mode and C-O Bond
Length (A)
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1 4 . 5 6  1 . 2 8 7 ,  1 , 2 8 2 ( 1 2 ) ,

Magne6 i te

b loB l te

CaIc l !e

Aragon l te

St ron t lan i te

Wi ther l te

fh ls sEudy

S a d S

C ,  H ,  a n d  P

L . 2 8 4  ( 3 '  d v
1 . 2 8 7  ( 3 )  d N  a n d  U

1 . 2 8 7  ( 3 )  d v

1 . 2 E 9  ( 7 )  d v

-aqat-elerqth,ra'ueg fM Elderfi,eld @td. Cheate! (2921), ea@?t tnt in
ita|ic' ahich is fpon thi,e ehldu.
a'5, ud S = steinfi,nk @d 5@6 ilgig): C, H, @1d. p - Cheesin, I!@tilton,
@dPo6t.(1985);  dV = deVi l l ierc (1971);  dX dnd U = dal Negto and.
Ungaretti (19?1).
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