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Arsrnacr

Quantitative analysis of the olivine content in chondrites has been carried
out using X-ray diffraction. The procedure is applicable when the olivine con-
tains 60-100 mole percent forsterite and can be used for terrestrial rocks as
well. The average olivine contents of the FI4, II5, and H6 petrologic types are
very similar (approximately 28 percent) as are the average olivine contents
of the L4, I^5, and L6 (approximately 40 percent).

INrnortrctroN

An X-ray diffraction procedure for the quantitative determination
of the olivine content in rocks, when the olivine contains 6O-100 mole
percent forsterite, has been developed. Yoder and Saharna (1957)

published a curve for measuring the mole percent forsterite in olivine

and the present work carries the study of olivines a step further be-

cause it not only does this, but also determines I'he anbount of olivine
in rocks in which the olivine contains between 60 and 100 mole per-

cent forsterite. Although Zolhai and Jahangabloo (1963) suggested

developing quantitative schemes for minerals with varying composi-

tions, as far as we know this is the first one that has been carried
out. This procedure was developed mainly for the study of chondritic
meteorites which contain mainly olivine, orbhopyroxene, kamacite,

and taenite but could also be used if plagioclase feldspars, pigeonite,

or diopside were mixed with the olivine. Orthoclase or microcline in
large amounts or augite would interfere with the analysis. For rocks

which contain both orthopyroxene and olivine, the two most useful

olivine lines are the (020) and the (130). The (130) is much stronger
and the one that was used as the measure of olivine present in the

samples. Quantitative analysis using an internal standard with a

compound of uniform eomposition is described very completely in

Klug and Alexander (1954). The important modification presented

here is that the one system can be used to analyze olivines varying

in composition from 60 to 100 mole percent forsterite. To do this, we

make use of three curyes. Figure 1 shows the variation of the ratio

integrated intensity olivine (130)
R :  . - .  ,  -

rntegrated l"t.^r 
with mole percent Mg'Sioo'
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The mixtures used in preparing this curve contained a constant ratio
o{ olivine Lo ZnF2 of.2.2. Table 1 lists the samples.used in preparing
this curve. Figure 2 contains a plot of d olivine (130) versus mole
percent Mg:SiO+. The measurements shown on this curve were'made
using the (101) reflection of. ZnF2, d : 2.608 as an internal standard.
Figure 3 contains the third curve used in the analysis, a plot, of the
ratio

grams peridot (94.5 mole percent MgrSiO)
grams ZnF,

against the ratio of integrated intensities of

peridot (130)
ZnF, (101)

Aller,yrrcar, Tncrrrrrreuos elrn Pnocununns

Approximately 0.7 g. of meteorite is weighed out and then crushed using a
ha.mmer and, plattner mortar and pestle. The sample is crushed until all but
the larger pieces of metal pass through a 60 mesh sieve (0.25 mm. opening).
Then the whole sample is placed in a mechanical mortar and pestle with 95 per-
cent ethanol and ground for 30 minutes. The sample is again passed through a
60 mesh sieve and usually all tha"t remains on top of the sieve is metal. Both
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Frc. 1. Mole percent M3rSion vs. B : ttl"gt"Pq 
i"te"t

in legrated intensi ty ZnFz (101)
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T a b l e  1
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Fra. 2. Mole percent MgrSiOn vs. d (130).
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fractions are then dried at 110"C. for two hours, weighed, and the X-ray
analysis is carried out on the less than 0.25 mm. sa.mple.

An aliquot of 0.16 grams is then mixed with 0.040 grams ol ZnF4 which is
used as an internal standard. The mixture is then shaken in a Wiggle Bug
dental mixer for three minutes and is ready for diffractometer study. A piece
of aluminum with a cavity 10 X 10 X 0.5 mm. is used as a sample holder in
a Philips goniometer mounted on a Philips generator. Copper X-rays shine on
the sample, are difiracted, pass through a nickel filter and then enter a General '

Electric xenon filled proportional counter. Using a scanning speed of L/4 d,egree
two theta per minute, diffraction traces a.re made over the range 30 to 35' 2d.
Each sample is mounted four times and scanned once during each mount. The
d values shown in Table 2, column 2, and the .E values in column 4 represent
the average of measurements from these four mounts. Integrated areas are
obtained by measuring the height of each peak above background and multiply-
ing this by the width a.t half-maximum. Then using the three figures shown
earlier and the sa,mple weight, the percentage olivine is obtained, as follows.

Peridof  94.5 Mole % Forsler i le

o o.2 0.4 0.6 0.8 r.o
Per ido t  ( l3Ol
Z n F 2  ( l O l  )

Frc. 3. Calibration curve for olivine analysis.

integrated intensity peridot, (130) .," grams peridot
integated intensity ZnFr (101) '"' grams ZnFr
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T a b I e  2

c, 1.,, r, r i ons carried Out in Ouant itat ive An4lyq 1g-jl-9]:yi!9

M e t e o !  i t e M o l e  %  F o

F --9.L-- ' z n F 2

Expet .

s  P e r i d o E
s ZaF^

! 1 9 .  J

A  I l e n d e
Winona
A r a  P e n o e
W a l t e r s
HuSoton
0ak1ey

2 . 1 9 4 7
2  , 1 7  0 7
2 . 7 8 3 6
2 . 7 8 5 0
2 ,7802
2 . 7 8 0 5

6 2 . O
9 4 . 4
7 1 , O
7 5 . 1

8  r . 2

, 9 6 0
. 1 6 8

,602

.464

3.365
. 5  0 r

L . 9 6 9
2 . 0 7 1
1 . 2 6 4
1 , 5 7 2

M e t e o r  i t e

g .  0 l i v i d e
o f  ? e t i d o r

C  o m p .
R  f r m
F i g ,  t

.624
Col .  7

g. ol iv ine in
0 . 1 5  g .  m i n u s  7 .

0 . 2 5  m ,  0 f  i v l n e

frac. in SamPle

A1 lende
Winona
Arapahoe
w a l t e ! s
HugoEon
0akley

.7346

.02  00
,0788
.0828
.0506
.0629

.728

. 7 4 8

. 7 4 0

. 7 3 4

.L242

.0200

.0513

. 0 6 r 9

.o374

.0461

I Z  . J

3 4 . 4
38.4
23.2
28.6

. 6 1 6

. 6 2 5

. 4 5 7

. 8 3 4

.844

. 8 5  0

lrPerldot 
conlained 94.5 mole 7. fo!ster i te '

Fro,rn Figure 2 and the measured d for the olivine (130) the mole percent

Iorsterite is determined a.nd listed, as in column 3 of Table 2. Column 4 lists

the values of B obtained from measuring the integrated areas of peaks on the

traces. Figure 3 shows a, curve which indicates directly the percentage of a

peridot (Mg"nuFeuu)rSiOn in an unknown. Since we know the a'mount oI ZmFz

added to each sample and the B can be experimentally determined then the

percentage of an olivine of this composition can easily be comput€d- Column 5

lists the grams peridot/grams ZnF, for each sample, using Figure 3. Since all

the unknowns studied had compositions different from the peridot, a correction

had to be made. Column 7 lists the r? va.lues (from Figure 1) that pure olivines

of the compositions shown in column 3 would have. However, Figure 3 was

made using a peridot containing 94.5 mole percent forsterite. From Figure 1, this

peridot should have an .E value of 0.624,' In column 8 are listed the ratios

o.624
.R from column 7

These ratios are the correction factors due to the fact that the (130) peak in-

tensity of olivine va.ries with composition. While colulnn 6 contains the grams

olivine in a sample if it had this peridot compositior (Mg^uFeo.u)"SiOn, column

9 which is obtained by multiplying the value in column 8 by that in column

6 lists the grarns olivine for the compositions shown in column 3. Column 10
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lists the percent olivine in the samples and is calculated by dividine the
olivine weight in column 9 by 0.16 and then multiplying by the percent of
sample less than 0.25 mm. in diameter.

All calculations are now carried out by a computer which is fed columns
2 and 4 of Table 2 plus the equations for Figures 1, 2, and 3. Quantitative
estimates of the olivine content are reproducible to -+ 5 percent of the olivine
content, and the compositions of the olivine are reproducible to -+ 1.5 mole
percent forsterite, when X-ray measurements are made on two aliquots of a
single ground sample. It is difrcult to assess the absolute accuracy because
sampling problems become a major consideration since only about 0.7 grarn
or less of each meteorite was used. Weathering of the chondrites by oxida,tion
of the iron and preferential solution of the more easily weathering olivine
possibly distort some of the analyses.

Rpsur,rs AND DrscussroN

In 1951, Wahl developed a procedure for converting a chemical
analysis of chondrites to their mineralogical composition. These re-
sults indicated 75.03 percent olivine for the Warrenton, C3, and 35.42
percent olivine for the Oakley, Kansas, H6. He also averaged the
chemical cornposition of 12 white chondrites (which in the Van Schmus
and Wood classification are mainly H5 and H6) and calculated the
average olivine content in these as 44.52 percent. Mueller and O'lsen
in 1967 calculated the Wahl normative mineralogical composition of
50 chondrites using data from the literature and among these are 10 for
which we have measured the olivine content. In eight samples, the
calculated and the measured differed by 15 percent or less of the
percentage olivine measured. The other two differed by about 30 per-
cent. Half of the ten were H and half were L, but there is better
agreement betr,veen the H chondrites. There is good general agreement
between Wahl's calculated estimate and those measured by the X-
ray technique, however, the latter is a more direct procedure.

A table which lists all the meteorites that have been studied is
availablel. The results of this table are summarized in Table B, where
the average olivine composition, range of compositions and number
of samples are shown for the petrologic types analyzed. Within the
H and L chemical groups, the olivine content is very similar; how-
eyer, the average olivine content of the L group chondrites is 41 per-
cent, 14 percent more olivine than the H group average of 27 percent.
Only six LL chondrites have been analyzed, but these results suggest

'A table listing all meteorites studied may be obtained from the author, or
ordered 01713 as NAPS Document from National Auxiliary Publications service
of the A.S I:S., c/o CCM Information Corporation, 866 Third Avenue, New york,
N. Y. 10022; remitting in advance $2.00 for microfiche or $8.00 fof photocopieq
payable io CCMIC-NAPS. .
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T . b l €  3

Averase Ol iv ine  Conten t  o f  Chondr i les  L is ted
Accord ins  to  Pet roLoa i .  bPe
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that the LL group contains more olivine than the L chondrites. These
results compare well with the estimates of olivine in chondrites made
by Mason (1962, p. S0) if the H, L, and C chemical groups are sub-
stituted for olivine-bronzite (2540 percent), olivine-hypersthene (35-

6O percent), and olivine-pigeonite (65-70 percent), respectively. Since
only six LL samples were studied, it is not possible to be sure that
the similarity of olivine composition in these types is real. The average
olivine contents of. L4, L5, and LG are almost identical and the range
of compositions is quite similar. In the H group, the average com-
positions vary slightly more than the L group, but the range of com-
position shows less variation. We are presently trying to develop a
scheme for the quantitative analysis of orthopyroxene in meteorites
and eventually hope that the major minerals in all rocks can be

measured quantitatively using an X-ray diffraction procedure.
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