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MINERALOGICAL NOTES

NEW DATA ON GRIPIIITE'

Dorqer,n R. Ppecon AND WM. B. SrnlroNs Jn., Department of Geology
and, MinerqlogA, The Uniuersity of Michigan,

Ann Arb or, Mi,chig an .(8 1 0d

Assrnecr

Griphite from the Sitting Bull and Riverton Lode pegmatites has been re-
examined. The poor quality of X-ray diffraction photographs usually obtained for
griphite is shown to be caused by metamictization owing to the presence of U. The
space group is P2JaS.This is consistent with McOonnell's (1942) suggestion that
griphite is isotypic with garnet.

Griphite is a pegmatitic phosphate mineral which has been described
as occurring only in four localities: Mt. Ida, Australia (Jaffe, 1946);
Riverton Lode, Harney City (Headden, 1891) ; Sitting Bull pegmatite,
Custer, South Dakota (Roberts and Rapp, 1965) ; Turkestan, U.S.S.R.
(Ginzburg, 1952). McOonnell (1942) obtained Debye-Scheffer photo-
graphs of material from the Riverton Lode and showed that they were
similar to those of garnets. The patterns indicated that griphite is
cubic, with a = 72.26 A. McConnell further showed that the unit cell
contents,8[(Na, Al, Ca, Fe)3Mn2(POr)z.r(OH)2] are consistent with
griphite being isotypic with garnet. The X-ray diffraction results were
ambiguous however, in part since several reflections are not permitted
by the garnet space group,IaZd. There was also some question regard-
ing the presence of possible impurities such as hausmannite. Powder
photographs obtained by other investigators generally show at most
only a few weak diffuse peaks. For example, Jaffe reports that the
Mt. Ida material gives no peaks, except after heating to 300-500'C.
He also determined that these specim'ens were radioactive.

In order to better define the nature of griphite, particularly with
respect to symmetry, we have examined material from two South
Dakota localities. Mr. Willard Roberts and Dr. David Garske re-
cently directed us to the Sitting Bull pegmatite, where previously
unstudied griphite occurs in masses up to six feet in diameter. This

l Contribution No. 302. from the Mineralogical Laboratory, Department of
Geology and Mineralogy, The University of Michigan, Ann Arbor, Michigan
48104.
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TABLE 1. X-RAY DIFFRACTION POIIDER DATA
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material is moderately radioactive and displays the glassy and re-
sinous appearance typical of metamict species. Powder diffractometer
patterns of these specimens generally showed only a single broad peak
with d = 2.75 A. Riverton Lode material obtained from the Univer-
sity of Michigan mineralogical collections gave only four other re-

flections (Table 1), Iu grder to determine the distribution of radio'
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active elements, we obtained autoradiographs of both Sitting Bull and
Riverton Lode griphite. These gave uniform exposures over the whole
specimen, indicating that the radioactive elements are essential con-
stitutents of the griphite, rather than being present in a second phase.
Qualitative X-ray fluorescence scans show the presence of a small
amount of U. Previously published wet chemical analyses gave satis-
factory total weight percents, but did not yield U. It must, therefore,
be present in only very small amounts.

Precession and Weissenberg photographs were obtained for both
Riverton Lode and Sitting Bull material. The specimens from the
Riverton Lode were first, heated in air. Results from both are the same,
and show that griphite is cubic with a : 12.204, as previously proposed
by McConnell on the basis of DebyrScherrer photographs. Ilowever
extinctions are consistent only with space group P2r/a3 (?uu). Powdered
material from the Riverton Lode was heated in vacuum for 22 nours
at 530oC, and used to obtain a FeKa Debye-Scherrer photograph.
Data obtained from this photograph is given in Table 1. As expected
for a recrystallized metamict mineral, the number and resolution of
lines is greatly improved over those of unheated specimens. The indexing
of the lines is also consistent with space group P2r/a3. Least-squares
refinement of the Debye-Scherrer data, using a single error^function
proportional to cos' 0, yielded the value a : 12.222 + 0.004 A.

The space group P2r/o3, although different than that of garnet

TABLE 2. EQUIVALENCE OF THE EQUIPOINTS FOR THE GARNET
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(IaBd), is nevertheless consistent with a garnet-type structure. The
equivalence in atom positions is shown in Table 2. The precise nature of
the crystal structure and formula of griphite can be determined only
with additional methods of analysis, however. A crystal-structure
analysis is now being undertaken to resolve the ambiguities remaining
in the nature of the crvstal structure and formula.

RnroRENcEs

Grwznunc, A. J, (1952) Griphite in pegmatites of the Turkestan Range. Dolcl.
Akad. Nault S.S.S.,B. 84, 104b-1048.

Hneoonx, W. P. (1891) A new phosphate from the Black Hills of South Dakota.
Amer. J. Sci. +t. 4l1-4t2.

Jenrn, H. W. (1946) A new occurrence of griphite. Amer. Mi,neral. 31, 404-461.
McOonNnrr,, D. (1942) Griphite, a hydrophosphate garnetoid. Amer. Mineral.27,
, 45246t.

Ronnnrs, W. L., er.rr G. R-eep Q965). Mineralogg of the Blach flills. Espe Print-
ing Co., Rapid City, South Dakota.

Anerican Mineralogist
Vo l .  57 ,  pp .  272-276 (1972)
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ABSTRAcT

A survey of the literature indisates wide variation in chemistry and asso-
ciated cell constants of common beryl. Computer refinement of selected crystals
shows that the variation in cell constants are due at least in part to calculations
based on non-unique X-ray reflections. Eighteen reflections of common beryl can
be uniquely indexed. Leasb squares computations on the eighteen peaks leads to
only slightly differing cell constants. These average a - 9.216 A, c - 9.197 A.

Beryl from the Oxford Mine shows distinct variations in crystal morphology
including aquamarine exhibiting fractures filled with a second generation of beryl

lPresent Address: C-E Minerals, 4020 Lexinston Road. Athens. Ga. 80601.




