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suggest that our samples contain Feaor, but this is unlikely since they

are low in iron compared with a pure iron pollucite.
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ANNOUNCEMENT

June 1, 1966

To the Fellou's and Members of the Mineralogical Society of America:

At the meeting of the Council of the Mineralogical Society of America at Kansas City

on November 3 last, Dr. George Switzer announced his intention to resign as Secretary

effective November 1966, and Professor E. Wm. Heinrich announced that he r-ished to

give up the position of Editor of The Americon M'inerologist effective at the same time. 
'I'he

Council accepted these resignations with regret and with expressions of appreciation for the

sterling services performed by these men over a number of years. In order to have time to

consider possible replacements, the Council met again in Washington in early December.

As a result of that meeting, Professor Ralph J. Hoimes of Columbia University has agreed

to accept the nomination for Secretary, and his name will appear on this year's bailot for

that office. Dr William T. Holser of the Chevron Research Corporation (La Habra, Cali-

fornia) has accepted the appointment as Editor ol The American Mineralogisl, effective

December 1966
The Council has also instituted a new committee, to be known as the Program Policy

Committee. The purpose of this committee is to examine the programs of the Society, to

entertain and appraise proposals for new programs, and to consider activities, such as

symposia, special lectures, special meetings, and institutes, by which the Society may most

effectively contribute to the advancement of the science of mineralogy This committee

consists of the immediate Past President (as chairman), the Vice President, and three

members each serving staggered terms of three years. The Program Policy Committee as

now constituted is G T. Faust (Chairman), Ir Chayes, T.Zoltai (196G68), D. B. Stewart

(1966 67), and O F Tuttle (1966). tr'ellows and members of the society are urged to com-

municate with the chairman or any member of the committee regarding any matter under

its previelv.
'Ihe follorving amendment, to replace Section I of Article III of the Constitution, will

appear on the ballot this year for a vote by the membership:

"The officers of the Society shall be a president, a vice-president, a secretarl', and a
treasurer. These four officers, the retiring president, and six fellorvs at large shall constitute
the council. The president and the vice-piesident shall each be elected annually for a term
of one yearl no pbrson shall serve more than one term in each office. The secretary and the
treasuier shall be elected biennially, in alternate years, for a term of two years, except that
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'rhis 
amendment has been proposed, in accordance rn'ith Article v of the constitution, by a

group of 45 fellows and members. The proposers of the amendment state its purpose in the
follorn'ing terms: "(the amendment) is proposed in the belief that the best interests of the
Society are served when there is maximum membership participation in, and concern
about, the affairs of the Society. The amendment, by placing reasonable limitations on the
terms of office for the offrcers and council members, n'ill encourageghe increased participa-
t ion."

The principal efiect of the amendment, if aclopted, rn'ill be to iimit the period of service of
the secretary and the treasurer to a maximum of four years, since the other limitations
stated in the amendment have been followed as a matter o{ custom.

This problem has been considered from time to time in the past A ,,Committee on the
Length of officers'Terms" reported in 1957, and the introduction to their report contains
the following statement :

This committee recommended election of secretar), and treasurer for three-year terms, with
the possibility of reelection for not more than two additional three-year terms. The report
$'as accepted by the then council, but no action was taken to implement the recommenda-
tion

This is clearly an important matter for the Society, and I urge you to give it careful
consideration before casting your ballol

Yours sincerely,
Brian Mason,
President

As o{ July 1, 1966, the new advertising manager of The American Mineralogist is Mrs.
Marion Godsharv, 633 2lst Street, Santa Monica, California 90402.


