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NOTES AND NEWS

TETRAHEDRAL BORON IN TEEPLEITE AND BANDYLITE

VrncrNre Ross awo JonN O. Eowanos, Department of Chemistry,
Br own Lr nil er sity, Pr ovidence, Rhod,e I slan d.

The trivalent boron-oxygen radius ratio is 0.20 (Pauling, 1945) allow-
ing boron either triangular or tetrahedral coordination. In the simple
anhydrous borates, triangular coordination is very common; while in
hydrous or hydroxy-borates and boro-sil icates either tetrahedrally co-
ordinated boron occurs alone or both types of coordination prevail as
shown, for example, by Christ and Clark (1957).In the simple hydroxyl
borates: teepleite, NazB(OH)+Cl and bandylite, CuB(OH)aCl, Fornaseri
(1949, 1950,1951) and Coll in (1951) cited from *-ray analyses the prcs-
ence of discrete tetrahedral B(OH)+- ions.

Natural teepleite was first described by Gale, Foshag and Vonsen
(1939) as a mineral component of Borax Lake, California, resulting from
the reaction of halite with borate-rich brine. Palache and Foshag (1938)
previously had discussed the formation of bandylite as a secondary min-
eral in altered volcanic rock at Calama, Chile. X-ray Weissenberg anal-
ysis of teepleite was carried out by Switzer (Gale et ai.). From single
crystal studies of bandylite, Berman (Palache and Foshag) implied that
the two minerals were characterized by the same space group symmetry,
P 4/n mm. The correct space group of bandylite has since been shown
by Coll in to be P 4/n. Since no #ray powder data have been published
to facil i tate the identif ication of these two species, they are given in
Tables I and 2. The axial ratios of the two minerals differ.by as much as
0.24 and their r-ray powder patterns are quite dissimilar. From the
previous l iterature this distinction has not been made obvious.

The crystal structures of teepleite and bandylite are nevertheless
similar, in that they have been found to consist of discrete B(OH)a- ions
and octahedrally coordinated sodium and copper ions having four
nearest neighbor oxygen atoms and two chlorine ions. The four sodium
ions in teepleite are located at (+,+, ]) (Fornaseri, 1949); in bandylite
the copper ions are at (0, $, 0.639) (Coll in, 1951). The structure of
bandylite proposed by Fornaseri (1950) was based upon the originai
space group and differed with respect to the orientation of the poly-
hedra in the basal plane.

The tetrahedral configuration about the boron in teepleite has now
been confirmed by infra-red and nuclear quadrupole resonance studies
at Brown. The Raman spectrum of the borate ion in aqueous solution
was reinvestigated and compared to the vibrational frequencies of the
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infrared spectrum of teepleite and theoretical Heath-Linnett values
(Edwards, Morrison, Ross and Schultz, 1955). For this purpose large
crystals of teepleite were prepared by evaporation of a solution contain-
ing equal volumes of sodium borate and sodium chloride. Nuclear mag-
netic resonance analysis of synthetic teepleite using a field of 5,250 gauss
and a Pound-Watkins recording spectrometer yielded a quadrupolar
coupling constant, eqQ:0.094+0.001 Nlcps, corresponding to the
resonance of tetrahedrally-coordinated 811 with an approximately
isometric charge distribution.
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NOTES ON A SBCOND OCCURRENCE OF GROUTITE

Cunr G. Secnr.rn, Broohlyn, l{ew York.

The talc mines at Talcvil le, about 8 miles southeast of Gouveneur,
New York have long attracted the attention of amateur mineral collec-
tors and others. The prime reason for this interest is the lilac colored
variety of tremolite (called hexagonite in some of the older textbooks)
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