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ZINCIAN AND PLUMBIAN DOLOMITE FROM TSUMEB.
SOUTH-WEST AFRICA*

ConNBr,rus S. Hunuur, Jn., Haraard. (Jniaersity,
C ambrid ge, M as s aclr.us etls.

Assrnecr

Five specimens of zincian-plumbian dolomite from Tsumeb, South-west Africa are
described. chemical analyses give a range in percentage of Zno from 3.23 to g.Z4 and ol
Pbo from 0.58 to 4.96. DTA analyses show a progressive decrease in the temperature of
the first endothermic reaction with increasing percentage of zno and, a decrease in the
temperature of the second endothermic reaction with increasing percentage of pbo. Be-
cause of several variables the indices of refraction, specific gravity and unit cell dimensions
show a much less regular variation with change in comoosition.

INrnooucrroN

Through the kindesss of Dr. B. H. Geier and Dr. G. Srihnge of the
Tsumeb Corporation, five specimens of dolomite from Tsumeb, South-
west Africa were made available for study. Assays made at the mine
laboratory showed that the dolomite contained appreciabre amounts of
zinc. Lead was also present and in two specimens in significant amounts.
only traces ol zinc have heretofore been found in dolomite, with the
exception of a dolomite from Blieberg, carinthia which according ro
Gintl (1877) contained 1.57 per cent ZnO. In a paper describing tar-
nowitzite and plumbocalcite from Tsumeb, Siegl (1936) mentions a
plumbodolomite from Kreuth, carinthia, but no analysis nor description
of the mineral is given. until now this appears to be the onry locarity
of a plumbian dolomite.

Although all of the dolomite specimens came from the 30 level and
are associated rvith oxidized ore minerals, they differ in their physical
appearance and show considerable differences in their chemical analyses.
In Table 1 they are numbered from 1 to 5 and hereafter will be re-
ferred to by number.

CnBMrc.cr Couposrrrorr

All the specimens with the exception of 15 have visibre impurities in-
timately disseminated through them. rn order to separate the dolomite
from the associated minerals, the samples were ground to minus 200
mesh and a separation made with methylene iodide. The method proved
fairly effective with the exception oI fr2 in which, after separation, courd
be seen tiny particles of malachite attached to the dolomite fraqments.

* contribution from the Department of Mineralogy and petrography, Harvard uni-
versity, No. 381.
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Tenr,r 1. AppclnlNct aNo AssoctartoN ol Dorourrn

1. Flesh colored, massive; associated 'vr''ith chalcocite, native copper and

limonite.
2. White, massive; associated with malachite and limonite'

3. Light gray, porous crystalline crustsl associated with malachite, native

copper and limonite.
4. Pink, massive and in crystalline aggregates and individual rhombohedrons'

associated with malachite.
5. Flesh-colored crystalline crusts; free of other minerals'

The copper reported in the analysis ol ff2 is, therefore, assumed to be
due to malachite. The copper reported in the other analyses may also

be due to malachite in particles too small to be detected.
To make the anaiyses conform to the dolomite type formula,

AB(CO3)z, it is necessary to group Zn, Fe and Mn with NIg in the B
positions rather than with Ca in the A position. Nloreover, the closer

Tenr-r 2, Cnelrrcnr. ANer-vsps or ZrncrnN Pr-uilrerex Dot-outtnt

CaO
Mgo
ZnO
FeO
MnO
CoO
CuO
Pbo
COr
H:O
Insol.

Total

29.33
1 8 . 3 0
4 . 4 8
0 . 4 4
0 . 4 1
0 .  1 0
0 . 0 6
0 .  5 8

4 5 . 5 8

o . 6 9

n'7 J l

1 7  . 7 8
3 . 2 3
0 . 6 6
o . 2 7

l .  r J

. t  .  / . )

43 95

0 . 9 4

2 7  . 7 7
14.34
8 . 7 4
0 . 7 2
0 . 0 9

0 . 1 5
4 . 9 6

4 3 . 5 6

29.74
15 .03
6.  80
0 .  18
0 .30
0.  53
0 . 9 7
0.  70

45 .48

28.13
14.78
8.  31
2 1 6
0 . 2 7
0 . 1 0
0 .09
1 .06

4+.32
0 . 2 7
0 .40

99.97 100 .05 99.  51 99.73 99 89

Molecular Percentages

CaCOr
MgCO:
ZnCOz
FeCOe
MnCOr
CoCO:
CuCO:
PbCO:

49.88
43 28

5 . 2 4
0 .  5 8
0 .  5 5
0 . 7 4
0 .08
0 . 2 5

29.30
43.87
3  . 9 5
0 . 9 2
0 . 3 8

1 .68

t u - z l

36 .10
10.  89
o . l 7
o . 1 2

0 . 1 9
2 . 2 6

52.2r
36 .71
8 . 2 2
0 2 5
0 .41
0 . 7 0
1 . 2 0
0 .30

+9.+9
36 .19
10.00
3 . 2 7
o . 3 7
0 . 7 2
0 .  10
0 .46

* Mr. Jun Ito, analyst.
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approach ol Zn, Fe and Mn in ionic size to Mg than to Ca argues for such
a grouping. Also, on the basis of ionic size Pb is considered to substitute
for Ca rather than \{g. For analyses 1 and 5 the formula can be written,
(Ca, Pb) (Mg, Zn, Fe, n{n, Co) (COs)2, giving almost exactly a 1: 1 ratio
of the elements in the A and B positions. Ifowever, in analyses 2,3 and 4
there is a slight excess of Ca++ plus Pb++ over the amount required in
the A position. In these there is presumably a substitution of Ca++ for
Mg++ utrd the formula can be written, (Ca, Pb)(nIg, Zn, Fe, Ca, n{n,
Co)(COa)2.

DtlrBnBNrrlr, Tupnlrar AN,cr,vsBs

Differential thermal analyses were made in air of the analyzed speci-
mens. The thermal curves are reproduced in Fig. 1 together with a curve
for dolomite from Binnenthal, Switzerland.

The equipment used in the thermal study was manufactured by the
Robert L. Stone Co., Austin, Texas. The samples were ground to minus
60 plus 200 mesh and the temperature increased at a uniform rate of 10o
per minute with a resistance of 400 ohms.

The curves show the two endothermic peaks characteristic of the dolo-
mite structure. The first peak of the Binnenthal dolomite is at 815' C.
Haul and Heystek (1952) l ist 12 DTA analyses of dolomite as reported
by seven investigators. These data show the first peak has been variously
reported from 770"-825o C. The first endothermic reaction of dolomite
is due to the decomposition of the MgCO3 layers in the structure and the
temperature at which it takes place is influenced by the cations that
have been substituted in the Mg++ positions. Kulp, Kent and Kerr
(1951) point out that in ankerite the greater amount of Fe++, the lower
the temperature of the first endothermic peak. According to them a
N{g:Fe ratio of 5:1 reduces this peak temperature from 815o C. (dolo-
mite, iron free) to 760' C. Frondel and Bauer (1955) show that in kut-
nahorite a ratio of l{g:},In:1:13 lowers the temperature of the first
reacuon to /  /+-  L.

Zn substituting for X,Ig in the dolomite structure causes a greater
efiect. NIg:Zn:10: 1 reduces the temperature of the first endothermic
peak to about 740" (specimen 2) . Increasing amounts of Zn tend to
further lower the temperature of this reaction but the trend is not linear
as in ankerite (Kulp, Kemp and Kerr, 1951). In specimen 13 with
Mg.Zn:3.3: 1, the peak temperature of the first reaction is 725' C. In
these zincian dolomites the situation is complicated by cations other
than N{g++ andZn++.In 15 the presence of 3.27 per cent FeCOg can be
detected in the thermal curve by its oxidation to FerOs and COz. The
amount of Fe++ in the other samples is so small that its presence is not
recorded by the thermal analyses.



B I N N E N T H A L

ZINCIAN AND PLUMBIAN DOLOMITE

Frc. 1. Differential thermal analysis curves of zincian-plumbian dolomite.

There is no evidence that the temperature and amplitude of the second
endothermic peak, that associated with the decomposition of the CaCOa
layers, is afiected by the presence of Zn. However, there appears to be
a rough correlation between the amount of Pb and the temperature of
the second endothermic peak. This peak in the Binnenthal dolomite
(lead free) is at 940o C. In sample 11 with 0.25 mole per cent PbCOa it
is at 925o C.; and in sample 13 with 2.26 mole per cent PbCOa at 895o C.
In a similar manner the presence of lead in calcite lowers the tempera-
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ture of the endothermic peak. According to Beck (1950) the peak tem-
perature of the single endothermic reaction of Iceland spar is at
1,005o C. whereas in plumbian calcite from Bleiberg, Corinthia with 23
per cent PbCOs, it is at 925" C.

Pnysrcar aNn Oprrcar, Pnopnnrres

The refractive indices as measured by the immersion method are
given in Table 3. Also given in the table are values for nO calculated
from the indices of refraction of CaCO3, l{gCO3, ZnCOs, FeCO3, PbCOa
and MnCO3, taken in the ratios of the analyses of Table 2. The specific
gravities were obtained by use of the Berman microbalance and checked
by suspension in methylene iodide. Specific gravities were calculated
from the specific gravities of the end members taken in the ratios of the
analyses. In both indices of refraction and specific gravity there is fairly
good agreement between measured and calculated values.

Taalp 3. TsuMas ZrNcrAN-PluMstlN Dorolrrrn

Indices of Refraction and Phvsical Properties

Specimen No.

Measured
nO
nE

Calculated
nO

Specific Gravity
Measured
Calculated

Color

Hardness
Fluorescence

1 .690
1 . 5 2 0

1.690

2 . 9 0
2 . 9 1
flesh

colored
4

red

1 .698
1 519

1. .693

1 . 7 0 3
1 . 5 2 0

1 . 7 0 1

1.699 1.700+0.0005
1 .519  1 .52110 .001

r .696  1 .700

2 . 9 5
3 .01
flesh colored

+

red

2 .93  3 .08  2 .9s
2 .97  3 .07  2 .94
white gray pink

3+ 3+ s+
none none none

The color of specimen f4, a vivid pink, is undoubtedly due to the presence of cobalt
(0.53 per cent CoO). Furthermore, thefleshcolor of specimensfl and15 may also be due
to the small amount (0.10 per cent CoO) of cobalt.

X-nev Srurv

X-ray powder photographs were taken of the five specimens of zincian
dolomite and of the Binnenthal dolomite for comparison. The d spacing
of 1014 and 0006 and unit cell dimensions l isted in Table 4 show only
slight correlation with composition. Specimens 3, 4 and 5 with greater
amounts oI ZnCOs have slightly larger unit cells than specimens I and 2.
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Tasrr 4. Axrnr Rr.rros ol TsuMes ZrNcreN-Pr.ulrsrAN DoLoMrrE

803

d-t014 Aod-0006 Co co/ao

1
z

.t
A

5
Binn.

dolomite

2 .889
2 . 8 8 5
2.899
2 . 8 9 4
2.892
2.887

2 . 6 6 5
2.668
2 . 6 7 9
2.683
2 . 6 7 5
2 . 6 7 0

15.990
16.008
16.074
16.098
16 .050
16.007

4. 806
4. 804
4.808
4.816
4.814
4. 804

3 .327
3.332
3 .343
3.343
3.334
3 .330

EveruerroN oI DATA

In the normal solid solution series involving two or three end-members,
there can usually be shown a progressive change in the physical constants
with change in the relative amounts of the substituting ions. This is true
in minerals of the dolomite structure-type, AB(COr)2, when one or two
substituting cations occupy the B position. Ilowever, in the dolomite
from Tsumeb, the situation is complicated not only by having as many
as four elements substitute in the B position, but also having Pb substi-
tute in the A position.

Attempts to plot specific gravity, index of refraction and d spacings
against composition showed marked deviations from progressive change.
Only in the differential thermal analyses is there a general correlation
with composition. This is undoubtedly due to the fact that DTA sepa-
rates from one another the efiects due to substitution in the A positions
from substitution in the B positions.
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