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expensive to make than the leaf-spring type but the advantages gained
in the ease and speed of operation will soon ofiset the original cost.

R-nlrn-rxcr
Cue.vns, F., A simple point counter for thin-section analysis: Am. Mineral., 54, l-Iz

1949).

THE CHEMICAL FORMULA OF CLARKEITE1

JonN W. GnuNnn, University of Minnesota,
Minneapolis, Minnesota.

The mineral ciarkeite in pegmatites from Spruce Pine, N. C., when
first described by Ross, Henderson, and Posnjak (1931) was given the
formula RO.3UOB 3HsO. In their paper (p.2lD they state: ,,Alkalies

are the essential RO constituents and sodium predominates over potas-
sium. Analysis No. 1 is closely similar to No. 2, the only essential differ-
ence being a slight excess of calcium in the former. The quantity of lead
and aikalies is nearly the same in the two analyses and the uranium
contents agree very closely. Both analyses contain only small quantities
of iron and aluminum oxides but there is a difference in the water con-
tent." They also give a diagram oI an n-ray picture which agrees with
one obtained by Frondel of the same material. A film (Table 1) obtained
by us from a sample received from the Trace Elements Laboratory of the
U. S. Geological Survey which is labelled TE-1334 also agrees within
reasonable limits.

The author was able to synthesize clarkeite in a number of experiments
(Gruner, 1952) from uranyl nitrate solutions and CaCOs or CaO. While
the r-ray patterns unquestionably agreed with the natural material there
was reason to suspect judging by the orange bufi color that the synthetic
clarkeite was mechanically mixed with uranyl hydroxides and possibly
uranyl silicates and carbonates. Therefore, no analyses were made of
these synthetics. It is evident, however, that no Pb, Na, or other alkalies
are contaminants in them, as they were absent in the experiments.

Among our older chemical reagents we found a container with orange
buff Na:UzO7 (Uransaures Natrium) made by A. C. F. Kahlbaum,
Berlin. This material gave a very faint r-ray pattern of clarkeite. But on
heating, the pattern improved and reached near-perfection after heating
the sample five hours over the Bunsen burner at low redness. Table 1
gives the spacings and intensities of its lines compared with those of the
natural and synthetic products. From the similarity of them and the

1 Research done in connection with a contract of Division of Raw Materials of the
U. S. Atomic Energy Commission.
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fact that shrinkage on heating of these compounds is almost negligible,
it is evident that they have essentially the same structures and that HzO
is not required in them though always present in the material unless
heated to a relatively high temperature. As there was the possibility
that the Na compound might be NazUOa, an analysis for NazO was made
on the heated sample in the Rock Analysis Laboratory of the University
of Minnesota. It gave 8.87o.KrO was about 0.1/6.Theoretically, the per-

centages of NazO are:

ll N:;Yal':13:i3
It is obvious that the analysis agrees fairly well with NazUzOz. Com-

plete agreement had not been expected in a complex compound of U
prepared more than 30 years ago. The corresponding Ca synthetic uran-
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ate is CaUzOt sHzO. The natural mineral is essentially a Na-Ca uran-
ate. K and Pb are considered "impurities" in the sense that their ions
are too large to occupy Ca or Na positions. They could, however, be in
the HzO positions if these are more or less fixed. The formula would be
(Na, K)2-2,(Ca, Pb),U2Ot yHzO. The material of Ross, Henderson, and
Posnjak indicates that they probably had a mixture of U-minerals.
AIso, the dark brown color of their material as compared with the lighter
colored synthetics suggests this.2 Such mixtures are almost the rule in-
stead of the exception in U-minerals, as more recent work has indicated.
Ross, Henderson, and Posnjak state that clarkeite is of hydrothermal
origin, that is, of a late stage in pegmatite formation. Our synthesis at
258" C certainly supports this claim. In many experiments which we
have made below 100o C we have never obtained the mineral.

The following recent paper dealing with synthetic diuranates has come
to the writer's altention too late to be included in the discussion (Hoek-
stra, Henry R., and Katz, Joseph J., Studies on the alkaline earth diuran-
ates:  Jour .  Am. Chem. Soc. ,  74,1633 (1952)) .

Rolnnrucns
Ross, C. S., Hnwnnnsox, E. P., PosNlex, E. (1931), Clarkeite, a new uranium mineral:

Am. Mineral., 16, 213-220.
Hrrtzr, Cenr (1938), Handbuch der Mineralogie: ErgZinzungsband, p. 117.
Dar.ra's System of Mineralogy (1944),7th Edition, p. 624.
GnuNnn, J. W. (1952), New data of syntheses of uranium minerals: Atomie Enagy Com-

mission RMO-9&|, Part I. Annual Report July l, 195!, to June 30, 1952, page 9.

2 As the minerals are extremely fine grained, indices are difficult to obtain. Ca-clarkeite
after heating has a mean index above 2.00 whiie that of Na-clarkeite is around 1.84.

THE INDIRECT DETERMINATION OF P AND 2V

P. McL. Swrnr, Welwyn Garden City, England..

The following method is suggested for the indirect determination,
using the polarizing microscope, of B and 2Y tor crystals capable of being
mounted so that they can be rotated around the B direct ion. B and 2V
are determined concurrently with the indirect determination of a and 7
by the method of Wood and Ayl i f fe (Phit.  Mag. (1936) (7) 2L,324).
Hippuric acid is cited as an example.

The apparatus used was a rotation apparatus in which the crystal,
0.5-2 mm. long, mounted on a needle with B lying in the direction of the
needle, could be rotated through 360o while immersed in a liquid held in
a glass cell (see Hantshorne and Stuart, Crystals and the Polarising
Microscope, p.2I\. The crystal was observed through an 8 mm. objective




