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Assrnecr

An accurate single-crystal investigation of an intermediate melilite has confirmed the
structure found by Warren in 1930. Variations in O-O distances are explained by sharing
of polyhedron edges. Variations in Si-O distances are not expiained by cation-cation
repulsion. There is a considerable deviation from Pauling's rule of electrostatic valence
bonds. This deviation may be related to the variation in Si-O distances since the longer
the distance the larger is the sum of electrostatic valence bonds. The Ca polyhedron is a
fairly regular square antiprism. The Ca-O distances are in two groups at 2.4 it and 2.7 A,
suggesting that the bonds have different characters. A discussion of the possible arrange-
ments of Mg, Al, and Si atoms in the melilite series is given. Consideration of some new
analyses on natural meiilites confirms the accepted melilite formula and disproves Gold-
smith's hypothesis of the necessity for OH' replacing O" in melilites.

INrnooucrroN

Melilite forms a continuous series between the end-members akerman-
ite, CazMgSirOz, and gehlenite, Ca2Al2SiOz. The composition of the nat-
ural melilites was extensively studied by Berman (1929) who found
that the composition of the group could be well represented by (Ca,Na)2
(Mg,Al ,Si )3O7 where (Ca,Na) is  main ly  Ca,Mg(1.0,  and Si<2.0.
Ferrous iron is also thought to substitute for the cations. Synthetic
melilites have been produced in many experiments (see Goldsmith, 1948
for references), and their optical and morphological properties have been
found to be similar to those of the natural melilites. Warren (1930) deter-
mined the crystal structure of a natural melilite from Capo di Bove, and
Raaz (1930) determined the crystal structure of synthetic gehlenite.
Apart from the necessary substitution of different cations, these struc-
tures are the same. The composition determined by Berman is con-
firmed by these two structure determinations. Andrews (19aS) and Ervin
and Osborn (1949) have independently measured the Iattice parameters
of the synthetic akermanite-gehlenite series and found regular changes
throughout the whole series indicating complete solid solution. Warren
and Trautz (1930) have shown that hardystonite, CazZnSizOz, has the
same structure as melilite.

It was thought that a redetermination of the melilite structure by the
more accurate modern methods would be of interest for the following
reasons: (o) the distribution of the Mg, Al, Si, atoms in the structure
could be determined; (b) the coordination polyhedron of the Ca ion is
variable in other crystals; (c) the possible distortion of the tetrahedra
could be compared with the distortion found in the SirOz groups of tilley-
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i te by Smith (1953o);and (d) the determination of accurate coordinates

would provide a firm basis for the application of crystal-chemistry
arguments to the possible substitutions in the melilites.

The natural melilite from Capo di Bove was chosen for analysis be-
cause Warren's crystals came from this locality.

Pnvsrcer Pnoppnrrns axu Colrposrrrox

The Capo di Bove melilite used in this work occurred as well crystal-

l ized tetragonal crystals showing only the (100) and (001) forms. The

crystals were yellowish-brown and partly opaque. Some dark brown spots

on the surface of the crystal indicated the presence of some impurity in

smali amounts; the main body of the crystal, however, was uniform.

Optical measurements, kindly carried out by W. S. MacKenzie of this

Laboratory, gav€ : c,r : i .638 + 0.002, e : 1.634 I 0.002, opticaliy negative,
c'r-e :0.004.

Five analyses of Capo di Bove melilite have been made. These have

been collected by Berman (1929) and are reproduced in Table 1. Analysis
2 differs considerably from the other four and it was provisionally dis-

T,q.sre 1. ANarvsos or C.tpo or Bort Mnr-rr,rrn

IVIIIII

CaO
NaO
KzO
Mgo
ALOa
SiOz
FezOs
FeO

3 2 . 9 8
2 . 1 8
t . 4 9
6 . 3 3
6 . 4 7

40 t4
9 . 9 5
0 .  5 3

34.78
3 .40
0.  68
5 . 8 7

10.93
4t .o9
3 .40

3 2 . 4 7
1 .95
1 . 4 6
6.44
6.42

39.27
r0.17

3 2 . 1 8
2 . 2 1
1 .45
6 . 4 r
7  . 5 6

39.20
tt.34

3 2 . O 5
2 . 1 2
1 . 5 1
o . / r
8 .  6 1

3 8 . 3 4
10.02

Analyses have been taken from Berman (1929).

regarded. A mean of the other four was taken and when calculated to

seven ox)'gen atoms the following formula was obtained:

Car eqeNao.resKo oasMgo rszAlo looSir.aorFeo.arzOz.

The assignment of atoms to the possible atomic sites in Warren's struc-

ture gave:

[Car sraNao 1e5Ks.s3eFes.s63] [Mgo.*zAlo zosFeo zzs]

Total 2 atoms Total 1 atom

with an excess of 0.084 atoms of Fe. The excess iron was a little disturb-

ing; however, the crystal used in this u'ork showed some brown impurities

ISir.serAlo ns]Oz
Total 2 atoms
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and a few weak extraneous reflections were observed on the Weissenberg
photographs. It was thought that these impurities may have been
some iron compound. The analysis was therefore recalculated neglecting
iron oxide. The result was:

[Car zr:Nao zozKo.osr]
Total 2.054 atoms

This also was unsatisfactory because the atomic sums are not integers.
Later in the structure determination the composition was deduced from
the c-ray measurements and from the refractive indices.

X-Rev MrasunnrupNrs

The crystals are tetragonal with a:7 .789l- 0.005 A, c: 5.018 + 0.005
A, determined by the d method (Weisz, Cochran and Cole, 1948) using
Co K",  and Co K",  radiat ion ( t r " , :1 .78890 A,  X" , : t .79279 A; .  fne
corresponding values obtained by Warren arc 7.74 A and 5.02 A, when
his values are converted from KX units into A. The axial ratio cfa
obtained in this work is 0.6442, which compares well with the gonio-
metric axial ratio, 0.6440. This is obtained from that of Des Cloiseaux
(1862) after reindexing the parametral plane. The space group is P42tm
or P42t as the only systematic absences are for reflections with h odd in
(200) . Warren discarded P42t as it was not possible to build a reasonable
structure on this space group. There are two melilite units in the unit
cell.

A crystal showing (001) and (100) faces was selected and cut with a
razor-blade until it had a cross-section of 0.43X0.47 mm. perpendicular
to the y-axis. The intensities of the (h\l) reflections were then recorded
on multiple packs of film placed in a Weissenberg camera. MoK" radia-
tion was used and reflection's were recorded from planes of spacing greater

than 0.44 A. tfre range of intensity was about 1500 to 1, and absorbing
copper foil giving a step-down ratio of 3:1from fi lm to fi lm was used.
The intensities were measured visually by comparison with a calibrated
intensity scale, and the Lorentz and polarization factors were applied
by the method of Cochran (1948). As the crystal had a nearly uniform
cross-section, no correction was made for differential absorption. The
remaining correction factors (except for extinction) should be functions
of sin 0 and were found later in the structure determination. A rough cor-
rection for extinction was also made later in the structure determination.

DurBnrrrNauoN oF run Arourc CoonorNarns

Structure amplitudes for the (h\l) reflections were calculated from the
atomic coordinates given by Warren (these are given in Table 2). The
space group P42tm is non-centrosymmetric;however, by a suitable choice

IMgo.rso,Alo c:l
Total 0.898 atoms

ISir.ssoAlo.ozo]Oz
Total 2 atoms
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T.q.sro 2. Arolnc CoonorNlms Drrrnurmn ny WanruN

Atom
Ca
Si
Mg

Or
Oz
Os

0 .33
0 .  14
0.00
0 .50
0 .  14
0 .08

t
0 . r 7
0 .36
0.00
0.00
0 .36
0 . 1 8

0 .51
0 .95
0.00
0 . 1 9
0 .26
0 .81

ba
Frc. 1 (o) y-axis projection of the P6-synthesis. Contours at arbitrary units of 50 around

O atoms and 100 around other atoms. (b) y-axis projection of the Fo-F, synthesis. Con-
tours at units of 10 on the same scale as that of (d).
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of position for the origin of the unit cell, the 1-axis projection becomes
centrosymmetric. The empirical atomic-scattering curves given by Bragg
and West (1929) were used in the calculations. Weighted means of these
atomic-scattering curves were used in order to take account of the atomic
substitution in the melilite. As shown earlier in the paper, there was some
doubt as to the composition of the melilite. There was, therefore, some
doubt as to the scattering factors. Whether or not Fe" is present makes
little difference to the scattering factors for the "Ca" and t'Si" atoms.
The scattering factor for the "Mg" atom, however, varies greatly with
the percentage of "Fe" in the structure as shown in columns a and b of
Table 5. For convenience, the "Si" scattering factor was also used for
the "Mg" atom in the preliminary calculations.

There was fair agreement between the observed and calculated struc-
ture amplitudes. An Fg-synthesis was computed (Fig. 1o) and more
accurate atomic coordinates were obtained. The structure amplitudes
were recalculated for the new coordinates and they then agreed slightly
better with the observed structure amplitudes. After changing the '(Mg"

scattering factor, good agreement was obtained. The observed structure
amplitudes were placed on an absolute scale by comparison of the ob-
served and calculated structure amplitudes in the following way. The ratio
of the mean values of the observed and calculated structure amplitudes
for seven ranges of sin 0 was plotted against sin 0 on a graph. The best curve
was drawn between the points to reduce the statistical fluctuations, and
values from the graph were used to put the observed structure amplitudes
on an absolute scale and also to correct for the factors varying with
sin d. An (Fo-F.) synthesis was computed in order to refine further the
atomic coordinates (Cochran, 1951). As the three strongest structure
amplitudes were definitely affected by extinction (see Table 3), they
were not included in the (Fo - F") synthesis.

The resulting atomic positions did not lie on appreciable gradients
of electron density, thus showing that the atomic coordinates were cor-
rect. However, exactly on the positions occupied by the "Ca," "5i,"
and "Mg" atoms, there were small but significant peaks. These showed
that the atomic scattering factors had been wrongly estimated. The neces-
sary alterations in the atomic scattering factors were calculated and
the structure amplitudes were recalculated using the new scattering fac-
tors. A further (Fo-F") synthesis was calculated and is shown in Fig.
1D. It contained only small peaks which did not indicate any appreciable
change in the atomic coordinates or in the atomic scattering factors.
The refinement, therefore, was judged to be complete. The fluctuation
of electron density over regions not close to the atoms is about 2e/A2.
There is a small peak on the silicon atom of 2ef A2 indicating a possible



648 J, V. SMITH

Teslr 3. Cercur-arr'o aNn OssnnvEn Srnucrunn Aupr-rrrmrs

0 0
26 .0  18 .0
32.0 27.6
37 .2  38 .4
54.8* 69.2
8 . 4  6 . 4

6 19 .6  14 .0
7  3 0 . 0  3 0 . 0
8  7 . 6  1 1 . 2
9  2 5 . 6  1 8 . 0

1 0  7 . 2  9 . 6
1 1  1 0 . 1  9 . 6

o  1 2  0  1 6 . 0
4 t . 2  42 .8
l t .2 t7.2
2 7 . 6  2 4 . 8
7 . 2  6 . 8

2 7 . 2  2 6 . 8
3 . 2  2 . 8

2A.O 18.4
x  . 8

10 .0  12 .0
1 0  x  . 4
1 1  1 1 . 6  9 . 2

0  4 3 . 6 *  6 0 . 4
1 4  8  1 1 . 6
1 2 . 4  1 4 . 0
20.o  17 .6
1 5 . 2  1 6 . 8
2 9 . 2  2 8 . 8

6  1 4 . 0  1 0  8
7  2 7 . 6  2 8  0
8  s . 6  6 . 0
9  27  .2  19 .2

t 0  7 . 2  6 . 0
t 1  1 4 . 8  1 1 . 6

6  0  55 .2*  74 .4
1 x 6 . 8
2  4 2 . 8  4 5 . 6
3  1 2 . 8  1 2 . 8
4  3 6  0  3 8 . 0
5  1 4 . 0  1 6 . 0
6 20 4 20.8
7  1 <  J  1 R  '

8  1 r . 2  t 4 .O
9  17 .6  12 .E

10  1  - 6  10 .0

r 0 E p

1  1 4 . 8  1 4 . 0
2  3 1 . 2  3 4 . 0
3  L 7 . 2  1 7  6
4  11 .2  10  4
5  3 . 6  9 . 2
6  19 .6  17  2
7  8 . 0  5 6
8  3 . 4  3 . 6
9  9 . 2  6 . 0

1 0  x  0 . 0
1 1  5 . 6  5 . 2

1  3 3 . 6  3 9 . 6
2 r0.8 72.4
3  31 .4  38 .4
4  3 7 . 2  3 7 . 6
5  7 . 6  6 . 4
6  16 .4  14 .8
'1  x  0 .8
8  8 . 8  8 . 4
9  8 . 0  7 . 2

1 0  x  2 . 4
1 1  t O . 4  9 . 8

1 5 . 6  1 8 . 0
1 1 . 6  9 . 2
2 . O  7 . 2
2 . 8  1  . 6

10.4  L t .2
9 . 2  6 . 4
5 . 6  4 . 8
6 . 4  5 . 2
x  . 8
x  2 . 0

1 x 2 . 0
2  19 .6  18 .2
3  2 2 . 8  2 6 . 0
4  2 2 . 4  2 2  4
5  6 . 4  1 0 . 0
6  16 .4  l5  2
7  8 . 0  6 . 8
8  5 . 6  6 . 0
9  9 . 6  5 . 6

1 0  x  7 . 2

o  9 .2  12 .4
1  3 1 . 6  3 4 . 4
2  76 .4  12  I
i  2 7  . 2  2 5 . 2
4  x  0 0 . 0
. )  5 .  O  6 . 6

6  5 . 6  5 . 6
7  8 . 8  8 . 0
8  6 . 0  5 . 6
9  x  2 . O

l 0  7 . 6  4 . 8

0  1 6 . 8  1 6 . 4
1  9 . 2  1 1 . 6
2  1 5 . 2  1 4 . 0
3  9 2  1 0 . 0
4  4 4  5 . 6
5  2 r . 6  2 2 . O
6  6 . 8  4 . 0
7  15  2  17 .6
8  x  2 . O
9  1 8  I  1 6 . 0

l 0  x  2 8

o 21 .2  23  2
1  1r .2  74 .4
2  14  0  16 .4
3 11.2 t4.4
4  t 7  . 2  2 r . 6
J X q - +

6  2 0 . 8  2 0 . 0

4 . 8  7  . 6
x  0 . 4
x  0 . 4

8  4  7 . 2
x  4 . 4
x  3 . 6

6 . 0  5 . 2
x  4 . 8
x  4 . 0
x  4 . 4

1

3
4
J

6
7
8
9

1 0

1
2
3
4

x
6 4
x
x
x

8 8

1  x  1 . 6
2  r o . 4  7 6
3  r3 .2  14 .0
4  1 0 . 0  9 . 2
5  8 . 4  9 . 2
6  10 .0  6 .4
/  ) . o  D . o

8 x 0 . 8

I

2
3

5
6

3 . 6
6 0
1 2
2 4
0 4
7 . 2

x  2 . 4
5 . 2  3 . 6
6 . 8  6 . 8
x  3 . 6

10
8  1 3  2  1 5 . 6

0  14 .E 12 .O
I  t6 .4  19 .2
2  1 0 . 0  6 . 0
3  13 .2  13 .2
4 x
5 x

2 . 4
6 . 4

0  x  1 . 6
1  1 2  0  1 3 . 6
2  x  2 . 4
3  7  . 6  1 1 . 2

* Afiected considerably by extinctron.
x Too weak to be recorded.
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small increase in the atomic scattering factor. There is a negative peak

flanked by two positive peaks at the Ca atom, indicating anisotropic

temperature vibration with the Iargest vibration approximately parallel

to the (001) plane. There are small peaks near to the positions occupied

by the oxygen atoms. AII the peaks near to the atomic positions are of

approximately the same height as peaks far from the atoms and there-

fore are of doubtful significance. No adjustments have been made for

these possible changes.

Tasm 4. AroMrc CoonlrNltns as FnecrroNs or urc L.tttrcn Penewrnns

Atom

Ca
Si
Mg
Or
Oz
Os

0.335s
0. 1396
0.0000
0.5000
0.1450
0.0820

(0.  s-x)
(0.5-x)
0.0000

( u . 5 - x J
(0 .5 - x )

0 .1820

0. 5073
0.94t2
0.0000
0. 1804
0. 2583
0.7909

Tasre 5. Atourc ScarrnnrNc Cunvns Usro rN trre
Srnucrur.n-Fectox Calcur,.q.noNs

Sin 0/I

0 . 0
0 . 1
0 . 2
0 . 3
0 . 4
U . J

0 . 6
o . 7
0 . 8
0 . 9
1 . 0
r . l

t . 2

1 9 . 0 ?
t6.2
1 3 .  1
1 0 . 5

d . 5

7 . 2
6 . 0
5 . 1
+ . J

J .  /

J . l

2 . 6
2 . 3

1 3 . 3 ?
1 1  . 6
9 . 8
8 . 3
6 . 8
J . O

4 . 6
3 . 6
3 . 0
t <

2 . O
l . o

1 . 4

10.  7?
9 . 4
/ . d

6 . 5
5 . 2
4 . 1
3 . 2
J <

t . 9
1 . 5
t . 2
1 . 0
0 . 9

10.0?
8 . 0
5 . 8
J .  '

2 . 5
r . 7
1 . 1
0 . 7
0 . 5
0 . 4
0 . 3
o . 2
0 . 1

10 .7?  17 .o?
9 . 4  1 3 . 8
7 . 8  1 1 . 3
6 . 5  9 . 3
5 . 2  7 . 6
4 . 1  6 . 2
3 . 2  5 . 1
2 . 5  4 . 2
1  . 9  3 . 5
1 . 5  2 . 9
1 n  t <

1 . 0  2 . t
0 . 9  1 . 8

The final reliabil i ty factor )l Fo-F"l/ lr 'r l ir 0.13, neglecting the
thr.ee planes afiected considerably by extinction. The observed and

calculated structure amplitudes are given in Table 3, the atomic coordi-
nates in Table 4, the atomic scattering factors in the first four columns
of Table 5. The random errors in the atomic coordinates were estimated
by the method of Cruickshank (1949) using the following modifications.
The profiles of the atomic peaks were taken frorri the Fg-synthesis and
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the errors in the observed electron density were found directly from the
final (Fe-F") synthesis, at regions between the atoms. The random errors
in the atomic coordinates are given in Table 6 and the calculated inter-
atomic distances together with their standard errors are given in Table 7.

Tenr,e 6. ReNnou Pnoslntn Enr,ons ol rnp Arourc Coononqlms

Error

Ca
Si
o

0.003s A
0.0044 A
0.0150 A

T,lsrn 7. INrrrlrourc Drsrlxcns auo Tnorn Pros.{arr Ennons

Atom Distance (A) Error (A)

Si-Or
Si-Oa
Si--Oz

Or-Or'
Os--{r
O:-Or
Or-Or

Mg-Oa
Ca--{r
Ca-Oa'
Ca-Oz
Ca-Oz'
Ca-Or

I . O J a

1.64s
1 .59,
2 .60o
2 . 7 4 s
2.562
1  1 n

1 .876
2.438
2  . 7 1 2
2 . M z
2.682
2.44a

0.00s
0.016
0.016
0.021
0 . 0 1 e
0.015
0.01s
0.016
0 .015
0 .016
0.015
0.016
0.011

The analysis deduced from the observed structure amplitudes and the
chemical analyses give:

(Car.zNao 2Ke.1) (Mgo uAlo.n) (Siz oAL-"tr)Oz (to nearest 0.1)

with variations possible for the substitutions Na++Ca, Mg++Al++Si as
these substitutions have little effect on the structure amplitudes. There
can be little if any Fe in the structure, for the presence of the heavily
scattering Fe atoms would considerably affect the structure amplitudes.
The mean atomic scattering factors for the "n4g" atom with Fe present
and with Fe absent are given in columns a ald b of Table 5. The observed
scattering factor is given under Mg in Table 5 and was found to be so
close to column a that identical figures are given. The presence of one-
tenth of the Fe given in the analyses I,3, 4, and 5 of Table 2 wouldgive
a significant peak on the (Fs- F") synthesis. Analysis 2 contains less iron
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but even this is too much. The deficiency of (Mg{Al) in the second group
is a little disturbing. Better agreement with the r-ray data. would be
obtained if extra Mg were to replace Al but this would make the composi-
tion differ even more from the chemical analyses.

As with other mineral series, the refractive indices of melilite are a
function of composition. Data on the pure Ak-Ge series (synthetic)
are given by J. R. Goldsmith (1948a). At 55 per cent Ak the crystals
are uniaxial with <,r:e :1.65. The effect of reolacement of Ca bv Na is
not given for the Ak-Ge series except for the end-member, Ge. ior this
member, the effect is to reduce <o and e and to make the crystal optically
more negative. Assuming that the replacement by Na has the same effect
throughout the series, then for the composition deduced from the struc-
ture factors and the chemical analyses of Capo di Bove melilite, the
refractive indices should be reduced from 1.65 and the crystal should
become negative. The values of c,r:1.638, e:1.634, found by MacKenzie
are in rough agreement with the *-ray value in indicating a composition
near 60 per cent Ak and some replacement by Na. Comparison of the
values of o and c with those obtained by Andrews (1948) and Ervin and
Osborn (1949) gives akermanite percentages of 75 and 85 (Andrews)
and 65 and 100 (Ervin and Osborn). The presence of Na and other sub-
stituents complicates these deductions also.

All indications, however, show that this melilite is nearer to the Ak
end of the melilite series with about 60 per cent Ak and some substitution
by Na.

Drscussrow ol rHE Srnucrunr

This work has confirmed the structure obtained by Warren and testi-
fies to the accuracy of his determination. The use of modern, more ac-
curate, techniques has produced more accurate coordinates than those
of Warren, but this was to be expected. The structure obtained by Raaz
(1930) for synthetic gehlenite has the same atomic positions as those in
melilite.

The z-axis projection of the melilite structure is shown in Fig. 2. The
melilite structure consists essentially of twisted sheets of tetrahedra
linked parallel to (001). The sheets are held together by calcium-oxygen
linkages. As the tetrahedral binding in the sheets should be stronger
than the calcium-oxygen binding between the sheets, the strongest
cleavage should be parallel to (001). The weakest binding in the sheets
probably is across the (110) planes, as these planes leave intact most of
the tetrahedral bonds. fn accord with these deductions a moderate
cleavage parallel to (001) and a poor cleavage parallel to (110) are re-
corded for the various melilites.
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t '. 
. ..lr r//-  _- : , ! { . .  . .  .  . . .

Fro. 2. z-axis projection of the melilite structure. The tetrahedra are outlined by un-
broken lines. The broken lines show lone Ca-O distances and the heaw dotted lines show
short Ca-O distances.

There is little doubt that all the melilites have the same structure
apart from the atomic substitution. The arrangement of Mg, Al, and Si
atoms in the tetrahedra is of interest for they may be distributed in
various ways inside the tetrahedra. It is unlikely that Mg and Si share
the same tetrahedron because of the difierence in ionic radii. Substitu-
tion between Al and Si is well known in the feldspars, and substitution
between Al and Mg is possible because the ionic radii are not greatly
different. For akermanite, Ca2MgSizOz, the Mg atom would be expected
to occupy the tetrahedron at the origin of the unit cell (for convenience,
this will be called tetrahedron 1) and the 2 Si atoms would be expected
to occupy the other two tetrahedra which are equivalent (for conven-
ience, these tetrahedra wil l be called 2 and 3). fngehlenite, CazAlzSiOz,
substitution between Al and Si is possible in all the tetrahedra. The
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two extreme cases of ordering are: (a) 1 Al in tetrahedron 1 and (1 Al and

1 Si) in tetrahedrons 2 and.3; (b) 1 Si in tetrahedron 1 and 2 AI in tetra-

hedrons 2 and.3. For case (o), there would be only statistical satisfaction

of the space group symmetry but this does not rule out the possibility.

Intermediate stages of ordering are possible.

If only the two extreme cases of ordering are considered, the possible

arrangement of atoms through the whole Ak-Ge series is shown in Fig.

3. If no substitution between Mg and Si can occur, the distribution is as

shown bv the *" 
"";u*',r 

^' 
il::":'j::.-- 

**:lnt'" the corre-

Tetr. I
2 2

Tetr. 2 83 2Si All Sil
2 2

'  2 A l

Frc. 3. Possible substitution in the Ak-Ge series'

sponding change of AI for Si occurs in the other tetrahedron. However, it

would be expected that the other gehlenite structure would be more

stable as each tetrahed,ron then contains only one type of atom' ff this

structure is really the more stable one, there is probably a change in the

mode of substitution somewhere in the series as indicated by the dotted

lines. It is possible that the ordering of the atoms in melilite changes with

time, and therefore the synthetic melilites may differ from the natural

meli l i tes.
The lattice parameter measurements on the synthetic Ak-Ge series

by Andrews (1948) and Ervin and osborn (1949) show a continuous

change with composition. Measurements of the refractive indices of the

synthetic Ak-Ge series by Goldsmith (9a8a) also show a continuous

change with composition. The first ordering reaction gives a completely

smooth substitution of the atoms and would explain the continuous

curves. For the second ordering reaction, the substitution of the atoms

may or may not be a continuous function of composition according to

the exact nature of the substitution. If only Al replaces the Mg at the
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akermanite end of the series and then there is a sharp change with the
Si moving into tetrahedron 1, there should be a discontinuity in the
lattice parameters. However, if there is a gradual change in the substitu-
tion of Si for (Mg, AI) there will be no discontinuity but there may be a
change of slope in the graph of the lattice parameter, or refractive index,
against composition. As there is no discontinuity either in the lattice
parameters or refractive indices and no appreciable discontinuity in the
first derivative, it is not possible to decide between the two forms of
ordering.

It should be possible to determine the ordering of the Mg, Al and Si
atoms by accurate determinations of the sizes of the tetrahedra by means
of single crystal r-ray methods. The expected Si-O, Al-O, and Mg-O
distances are respectively about 1.6 A, 1.75 A, and 1.9 A. The mean cat-
ion-oxygen distances found in this work are 1 .870 * 0.01 E A for tetrahedron
1, and 1.633+0.011 A in tetrahedra 2 and,3. The melil i te from Capo
di Bove, therefore, shows a definite separation of the Si from the Mg and
Al, as would be expected. The capo di Bove melilite is not represented
on the Ak-Ge series because of the substitution of Na and K. If only
the Mg:Al ratio is considered, the nearest point on the Ak-Ge series
is at about 60 per cent Ak, 40 per cent Ge. It is extremely likely that
all the other natural melilites at the Ak end of the Ak-Ge series have
the same segregation of the silicon atoms.

The only other melilite, the coordinates of which have been worked
out, is synthetic gehlenite (Ra"az, 1930). Raaz could not determine the
ordering of the atoms because the technique for measuring interatomic
distances was not sufficiently accurate. He considers that the arrange-
ment of 1 Si in tetrahedron 1 and 2 Al in tetrahedra 2 and 3 is more like-
ly, from space group considerations, and gives that as his d.etermined
structure.

Further accurate single crystal work is necessary to determine the
ordering in the melilites. Accurate determination of both the natural
and synthetic gehlenite would fix the ordering in this end-member of the
series.

The melilites have commonly been regarded as belonging to the pyro-
silicates with a Si/O ratio of 2/7 . The Si: O ratio is not always a good cri-
terion for the classification of silicate structures. A better criterion, some-
times, is one expressing the linking of the tetrahedra in the structure.
This may be obtained by taking the X:O ratio where X represents all
the cations in the centers of the oxygen tetrahedra. For the melilites, x
is Si, Al and Mg (with possible other substitutions). This ratio is 3t7 for
the melilites and lies between the values of. l:2 for the feldspars and 2:5
for the micas. The X:O ratio remains constant throughout the Ak-Ge
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series, whereas the Si:O ratio varies from 2:7 at Ak to 1:7 in Ge. The
SizOz Broup in the Ak structure and the possible Al2O7 group in the Ge
structure are best regarded as ordering of the cations in a more complex
linking of tetrahedra.

From the geometrical point of view, the following substitutions are
possible:

(1) Ca, Na, K
(2) Mg, Al ,  Fe",  Fe" ' ,Mn,Ti ,Zn
(3) Si, Ar

Berman (1929) has calculated the analyses of 23 melilites. He assumes
that there are 70 oxygen atoms in the structure and adds up the (Ca, etc.)
in one group and the (Mg, etc., Si, etc.) in another group. If the ideal
formula of the melilites holds true then these two groups add up to 20
and 30 respectively. Figure 4 is a histogram of the results. For group 1,
the mean is 19.5 and apart from one result at 17.2 the analyses are con-

N u m b e r  o f
0 n o t y s e s

2 t  ?o .5  20 .0  r 9 .5  19 .o  r 8 .5  180  17 .5  17 .0

Number  o f  o toms

Number  o f  ono lyses

M e o n  2  9 . 9

S i

A I

M9

e ic

30.5 30.O 295 29.O

Number  o f  o toms

Frc. 4. Histograms of the analyses used by Berman
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fi.ned to a spread of about 1. The 17.0 result must be regarded with some
suspicion. In group 2, the mean is 29.9 and the spread of the results is
confined to 1. There is l i tt le doubt from these results, as Berman stated,
that meli l i te has the formula (Ca, etc.), (Mg, etc.; Si, etc.)rOz. In only one
analysis is the sil icon greater than 20 (vi2.,20.7). This confirms the segre-
gation of the silicon from the other elements deduced from the geometri-
cal considerations of the crystal structure.

Berman (1929) points out that the sum of (Ca, etc.) is lower than the
ideal value of 20.0. Goldsmith (1948) points out that the sum of (Mg, etc.)

Tenr,n 8. Sollm Mrlrr,rrn Alrer-ysps

I
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llonolulu
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Analysl: H. B. Wiik, Finland.
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is very close to 30 (actually 29.9) and, therefore the errors in the analyses

should. be small and the deficiency of (ca, etc.) is real. If the poor result be

neglected at 17.2, the deficiency of (Ca, etc.) is reduced a l itt le from 0.5

atoms to 0.4 atoms, but it is still appreciable. In a series of heating experi-

ments he attempted to explain the substitution of Na for Ca' He heated

NazSisOz with Ak-Ge mixtures and found that for Ge, 3.85 per cent by

weight of NarO entered the structure whereas no NazO entered the Ak.

4

( N o t k )
a

A t o m  s

2

I

o
o r 2 3 4 5

H Atoms

Frc. 5. Graph of (Na*K) and H atoms for some melilite analyses'

In efiect he was making the substitution Ca-+Na together with (Mg,

Al)---+si. This amount of Naro was not sufficient to explain the Nazo in

the natural melilites. He suggested that the only reasonable way of re-

placing Ca by Na is by making the corresponding replacement O" to

OH'. Unfortunately, nearly all the analyses considered by Berman do

not contain water, presumably because it was not determined, and no

test could be made of this hypothesis. By courtesy of K. J. Neuvonen,

some further analyses of natural melilites, made by H. B' Wiik of the

Geological Survey of Finland, have been placed at my disposal. These are

reproduced in Table 8. The melilites vary from the akermanite end to the

gehlenite end. The analyses show considerable amounts of HrO+ water

(i.e., water not removed by heating to 100o C.). The analyses were com-

puted to 70 oxygen atoms (including water). The mean (Ca, etc') is

i9.90 uto-t which is very close to 20. The mean (Si, etc.) is 29'65, which

is rather low. These results differ from the analyses considered by Berman

as they have a closer agreement for (Ca, etc.) and a poorer agreement

for (Si, etc.). On Goldsmith's theory of the OH replacement there should

be a relation between the proportions of Na and H atoms' Figure 5

is a graph of this. If the presence of Na is caused solely by the presence

of HzO then the graph points should fall on the straight line. This is

definitely not true. IIowever, it is still possible that some of the Na is

explained by the HzO and the rest explained by other mechanisms'

T heore  t i  co  I
c u r v e
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Ilowever, analysis 3 has 4.94 H atoms and only 0.75 atoms of (Naf K);
analysis 4 has 1.46 H atoms and only 0.28 atoms of (Na*K). There is
no doubt, therefore, that Goldsmith's hypothesis does not exprain these
melilite analyses and another explanation of the role of HzO is needed.
It is still possible that it does occur in the structure as OH, groups, in
which case, the most probable position of the oH groups is at the onry
unshared corner of the tetrahedra, oz. Megaw (1949) has shown that in
afwillite oH groups form some of the corners of the silicon tetrahedra,
but it is the only known structure in which this has been found with
certainty. The unshared corner of the melilite tetrahedron has insufficient
valence bonds for an o" ion on the basis of pauling's rule of electrostatic
valence bonds (seelater). It is not very unlikely, therefore, that an OH
group could go into the structure at this point. However, if the chemical
analyses are recalculated with the water neglected, slightly better agree-
ment for the sum of (Ca, etc.) and (Mg, Si, etc.) is obtained. The old to-
tals are 19.90 and 29.65, and the new ones, 20.16 and 30.04. The signifi-
cance of the water in the melilite analyses must be regarded as uncer-
tain; apart from the role of HrO, the melilite analyses are well explained
on a geometrical basis of atomic substitution. Goldsmith's failure ro
produce a synthetic melilite containing sufficient Nazo is not explained.

The detailed shapes of the polyhedra in this melilite structure are of
interest. As mentioned earlier, the segregation of the (Mg, Al) from the
Si was deduced from the sizes of the tetrahedra. There are only two inde-
pendent O-O distances in the MgOa tetrahedra; these have similar
lengths of 3.11 and 3.04 A, showing that the tetrahedron is almost regu-
lar in shape.

The two Si tetrahedra are related by a plane of symmetry and. each
tetrahedron also has a plane of symmetry passing through it. The dis-
tances in the Sitetrahedraare: Si-O1, 1.654+0.00a; Si-Oz, 1.592*0.010;
Si-Oe,  1.64+0.016 ( twice) i  OrOz,  2.74s+0.01g ( twice) ;  Or-Or,
2.720+0.01s;  OrOu 2.600*0.02r ;  Or-Oa,  2.562*0.016 A ( twice) .  The
mean Si-O distance of 1.63a*0.01 A compares well with the sum of the
theoretical ionic radii 1.60 A for Si-o and the values 1.60*0.01 for
Si-O in afwillite (Megaw, 1952), t-61+ 0.02 for Si-O in tilleyite (Smith,
1952o), 1.642 f.or SirlaAlvr-O in sanidinized orthoclase (Cole. Sorum.
and Kennard, 1949); and 1.696*0.02 A for Si172A1172-O in paracelsian
(Smith, r952b) when account is taken of the possible substitution of the
Si by the larger Al ion in melilite. Pauling (1929) discusses the deforma-
tion of coordination polyhedra, and states: (o) shared edges are shortened
while unshared edges are correspondingly lengthened, and (b) electro-
static repulsion increases the separation of neighbouring cations. A de-
tailed study of the cation-cation forces does not explain the variation of



REEXAMINATI}NoFTHECRYSTALSTRUCTUREoFMELILITE659

Si-O distances. A possible explanation of this variation is given later.

The variation of the O-O distances is explained by the sharing of edges;

for the three short distances of. 2.60 and 2.56 (twice) A are for shared

edges, and the three Iong distances of 2.75 (twice) and 2'72 A are for

unshared edges. In ti l leyite, CailSizoz'2COr (Smith,1952a) the varia-

tions of Si-O and O-O distances in the structure were explained by

Pauling's statements.
The coordination polyhedron of the ca ion is distorted. The ca ion

has eight neighbors at distances oI 2.43e* 0.015 (twice); 2.442*O'OI1;

2.444+ 0.01t 2.712* 0.01r (twice) ; and 2.687'l0.01r A (twice) ' This strik-

ing segregation into two groups of distances suggests that the Ca-O

bonds are of two kinds. The shorter distances should correspond to

stronger ionic bonds than the longer distances. Assuming that only the

shorter distances correspond to bonds, the application of Pauling's

rule of electrostatic valence bonds gives the following counts: Ot 2'9;

Oz, l.4s; Or, 2.0s (assuming a composition of Car.zNa6.2K6.1Mg6'6AIo'e

SLoO).There is a considerable deviation from the ideal value of 2'0

for Or and Oz. Assuming that all Ca-O bonds involve an equal transfer

of electrons, we get the following valence counts: C'1,2.4s; Oz, l.7s; C.3,

2.00. The deviation is now only half as much. Only if the shorter bonds

are completely neglected is it possible to get a valence balance: Ov 2'0;

Oz, l.9; Oa,2.0s. It is probable that the Ca-O bonds are not truly ionic

and have a considerable homopolar character. Pauling's rule would not

then be expected to hold exactly. The deviation is, however, rather large.

It is possible that the deviation is related to the variation in the Si-O dis-

tances as shown below.

1 . 6 5 4  A
2 . 9

Distance
Valence bonds

1 . 5 9 2
l . 4 s

r .642
2.0u

The shorter the Si-O distance, the stronger should be the bond between

the Si and o atoms and vice versa. This could balance the deficiency or

excess in the sum of electrostatic valence bonds. The values given are in

accord with this hypothesis.
It is well known that Ca polyhedra are irregular and numbers of oxy-

gen neighbors from 6 to t have been recorded in different structures.

Although the ca-o distances in melilite are somewhat irregular, the

polyhedron has a fairly regular shape, approximating the square Archi-

medean antiprism. Figure 6 is a representation of the Ca polyhedron on a

stereographic projection. The O-Ca-O angles vary from 59o to 83",

the mean being 73o. The mean deviation of the O-Ca-O angles from

the value of 73" is only 6o, showing that the steric coordination is un-

doubtedly a fairly regular square antiprism with S-coordination. As men-
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p lone  o f  symmet r y
.t

6 8 0  2 l '

72" g' ,

Frc. 6. The Ca polyhedron. S and L denote short and long Ca-O distances.

tioned earlier there is some doubt as to the exact electrostatic coordi-
nation because of the variation in the ca-o distances and because of
the deviation from Pauling's rule. Similar variations have been found in
the recently determined structures of afwillite (Megaw, 1952) and til-
leyite (Smith, 1952a).In these structures, there are 6 or I oxygen neigh-
bors at varying angles and distances; it is also difficult to determine
the electrostatic coordination. These variations are to be expected, for
the main factor governing the packing of a silicate is the strong bond in
the sil icon tetrahedra. The steric hindrance between these strong tetra-
hedral groups usually prevents the formation of regular poryhedra around.
the ca ions, for it is usually not possible to arrange the tetrahedra in
such a way that the oxygen atoms lie at the corners of other regular poly-
hedra. The ideal coordination number of ca is about 8, corresponding
to a cube or a square antiprism. The observed variations from these
ideal polyhedra are considerable and sometimes lead to dificulty in ap-
plying the geometrically based rules of pauling. However, when the difi-
culties of packing together polyhedra of difierent sizes and shapes are
considered, it is surprising that Pauling's rules explain so well the packing
of crystal structures.
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