
MEMORIAL OF WILLIAM MARSH MYERS

S. Zenloss, Washington, D. C.

Dr. william Marsh Myers, chief of the Division of Mineral Economics
in the school of Mineral rndustries at the pennsylvania State college
died on January 25, t951. The shock of his sudden death was shared with
his family by his many friends and students.

The career of "Bill', Myers was comprised of a peculiarly happy
blending of activity in the fields of science, engineering, economics, and
education. His career in science was initiated when he took his B.s.
degree at syracuse university in 1914. This was followed by some
graduate work at columbia university in 1932. He received his M.s.
degree in1923 at the university of Michigan fonowed by a ph.D. degree
there in 1933 with a thesis entitled "Geology and Economics of the Ex-
ploitation of the Copper Ores.,,

fron Dyke Mine (1920-L921). The year at the ,,New Cornelia,, was
during the leaching period of that mine. Many and fascinating were the
stories, both professional and otherwise, which have been rerated from
this Arizona desert experience.

. This practical experience as mining geologist was followed by six years
(1921-1927) with the u. S. Bureau of Mines as Associate Mineral
Technologist. One year of this period was spent in Washington, D. C.,
one year at Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, and the remainder of the time at
the New Brunswick station. The bibliography of his publications for

evaluator until his death.
rn 1938 Dr. Myers joined the staff of the school of Mineral rndustries

at the Pennsylvania state college as Assistant professor of Mineral
Economics and Technology. He became Associate Professor in 1942 and
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head of the new division of Mineral Economics in 1946. He was promoted

to Professor of Mineral Economics in 1949.

No matter who has priority for the term "Mineral Economics" Dr'

Myers made this particular bit of collegiate curriculum taxonomy

peculiarly his own, both at school and in the mining society. Apart from

his teaching, his formal contribution to mineral industries education was
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the formulation of a curriculum in Mineral Economics. rn this he re-
flected his own experience by providing the student with a balanced diet
of science, engineering, and economics. He was especially active in pro-
moting this subject throughout Pennsylvania by papers, speeches and
personal contact with the government at Harrisburg.

Dr. Myers carried his campaign for the recognition of this field of
mineral industries into the A.I.M.E. and was a member of the first
executive committee of the Mineral Economics Division of this Society.

This formal educational contribution was more than matched by the
informal role as teacher of students. rn the everyday classroom and in his
office his students were much endeared to "Bill" Myers. The ideal in-
structor is one who can impart his enthusiasm for the subject to the
students. Dr. Myers with his rapid-fire delivery of facts, opinions, and
experience rarely failed to make his point on some mineralogical or
economic problem. His intellectual curiosity was well evidenced in his
classroom and private discussions.

outside the classroom he was always available to students and friend.s
for discussion, advice, and at times more substantial herp. Many of us
shared with him his hobbies too numerous to mention including his wood-
carving and his interest in the violin.

Dr. Myers was a member of the A.I.M.E., a Fellow of the Mineralogi-
cal society of America, and a member of Sigma Xi. He was a lifelong
member of the Society of Friends.

Dr. Myers was born in Clinton, New York on November 22, Ig92. On
october r0, 1925 he married Ramona E. Reed. He is survived bv his
widow and his son William Bingham Myers.

BrsrrocRApny
Merchant bar iron made by the busheled scrap process: proc. Am. soc. Testing Materials,

22, Pt. ii., 187-192 (1922).
Storage and transportation of Portland cement: [J, S. Bu.reau oJ Mines, R.I. 2377, 6 pp.

(1922).
Solubility of finely divided rock dusts in water, kerosene and alcohol: U. s. Bweaw of

Mines, R.l. 2548, 6 pp. (1923).
Jet: 7. S. Bureau oJ Mines,R.l.Z4S2,4pp. (1923).
The commercial recovery of fossil gums: Chem. Met. Eng., gl, 617-618 (1924); C.A. 19-

900.
Some notes on Copal gum: Chem. Met. Eng.,31,702 (1924); C.A. l9-SgI.
New Zealand's fossil gum Kaut'l Chem. Met. Eng.,3l, 663-664 (1924); C.A. I9-Sgl.
Advantages of oblique illumination in mineralography Am. Minerar.,9, l7l-r8g (1924);

c..4. 18_3159.
The production of lime from small stone: IJ. s. Bureau oJ Mines, R.I.2s96, 9 pp. (1924);

c.A. t8-24r0.
New uses of nonmetallic minerals: [J. s. Bureau o! Mincs, R.r.2sgz, I pp. (1924); c.A.

L8-1552.



MEMORIAL OF WILLIAM MARSH MYERS 263

(and Anderson, c. o.), Some developments in the production and consumption of abrasive

garnet: [/. S. Bureau oJ M ines, R.I. 2691, 1 1 pp. (1925) ; C.A' L9-27 32'
(and Peck, A. B.), A fulgurite from South Amboy, N.l.: Am. Mi'neral'., r0' 152-155 (1925);

c.A. l9-2r82.
Calciningasanaidtogrinding: J.Am.Cer.Soc',8,839-842(1925);C'A'20-806'
(with Katz, S. H., et al.), Comparative tests of instruments for determining atmospheric

dusts: U. S. Publi'c Health Senice, Public Heal'tlt Btil'leti'n No. 144' 69 pp' (1925)'

(and Stoddard, B. H.), Mica: Ll. S. Dept. of Mi'nes, Mineral Resowcesof theU'S' 1925,

pt. II: Nonmetals, 181-193 (1925); C.A.2l-1168.
(and Anderson, C. O.), Garnet: Its mining, milling, and utilization: IJ' S' Bureau of Mines,

Bulletin 256, 54 pp. (1925).
The mineralogy of some common garnets: Am. f . Sci.,l3, 115-118 (1926); C'A' 20-3412'

The manufacture of lime from small stone with a sintering machine: U. S. Bureau oJ

M ines, R.l. 2762, 16 pp. (1926) ; C.A. 20-3212.
Theuseof f locculat ingagentsfortherecoveryof f inemica: u.s.Bu.reouoJMines,R.l .

2798,7 pp. (1927); C.A.2l-r873.
(and Oliver Bowles), Quarry problems in the lime industry: U. S' Bureau oJ Mines,

Bdletin 269, 93 pp. (1927).
Mica : [/. S. B w eau oJ Mines, l.C. 6044' 26 pp. (1927 ).
Mica: I. General information: (J. S. Bureau of Mines,I.C.6205,37 pp' (1929); C'A'

24-t471.
Andalusite, a ceramic product: Corriere Cerom.,1O,351, 353, 355 (1929); C'A' 2+701'

Problems and trends in the mineral industries of Pennsylvania Pennsylttania State College,

M ineral I nilustries Erperiment S tation, B ull'etin 27, 7 4 pp. (1939)'

Mineral industries in a post-war world: Anal,es d.el, Primer Congreso Pan Amerieano de

Ingenierie d'e Minos y Geol'ogia, 5, 2278-2284 (1942).
(with Krynine, P. D., and Honess, A. P.), Siliceous and chemical sedimentation (abstract):

Geol. Soc. Am., 8il1.52, No. 12, pt.2, l9lF19l7 (1941).
(and Zerfoss S.), Frederick August Genth l82O-93, chemist, mineralogist-collector: J.

Franklin Institutre.
Principles of mineral conservation: The Pennsyltania state college Mineral' Industr'ies

Experimental' Station, Circul,ar 25' 19 pp. (1948).

chapter on,,cement materials," A.I.M.E. Inilustrial, Minerals ond Rocks,2nd Ed., 158-

181 (1949).
(and Ladoo, R. B.), Nonmetallic Minerals," 2nd Ed., McGraw-Hill, N' Y', 605 pp'

( les1).
Physical resources (in part), Encycl,opaeilia Britannica, l4th Ed.

Mineral Reaiews

Mica

Minetal, Inilustr'ies, 32, 445451 (1923); C.A. 18-3456. 33, 490-497 Q92Q; C'A'

19-3568. 34,487-494 (1925); C.A.19-3783. 35,461-+67 (r926i); C'A' 2r-37t4'

Gvosum

Mineral Ind.ustries, 36, 27U283 (1927); C.A.
5278. 38, 317-321 (1929); C.A. 24-59M.
265-268 (193r) ; C.A. 26-607 4.

Memoriatr recei'aed Oct.6, 1951

22-473r. 37, 293-297 (1928); C'A' 23'
39, 30G309 (1930); C.A- 25-5738' 40,




