MEMORIAL

OF WILLIAM

THOMAS GORDON

W. CeMpsnr.r Sutrn, Briti'sh Museum (Natural Hist'ory), London
William Thomas Gordon, Professor Emeritus of Geology at King's
college in the university of London, died in London on 13th December,
1950.
Much of his researchwork and nearly all his writings were on palaeontological subjects and particularly palaeobotany, but he had a consideiable knowledge of mineralogy and he had made a good private
collection, particularly rich in diamonds and precious stones' both cut
and in the rough.
Gordon was born in Glasgow, 27th January, 1884, but his parents
moved later to Edinburgh and he went to George Heriot's school there
and later to the University, where he studied geology under James
Geikie. He remained at Edinburgh as a researchscholar after his graduation. Later he went to Cambridge as a research student for two years
returning in l9l2 again to Edinburgh as Lecturer in Palaeontology and
Assistant in the Geology Department.
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was a keen collector in the field himself and during his Edinburgh
days, before he went to cambridge, he had visited many of the Scottish
mineral localities and by vigorous trenching of old dumps he had found
many fine specimens.
On field excursions he was a delightful companion and to many
visitors to London he was a cheerful and hospitable host. Many kindly

dence, and President of the OId Students' Association.
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His travels abroad were taken either to attend meetings of the International Geological Congress or of the British Association, or to take
part in geologicalexcursionswith his students or the Geologists'Association.
He was President of the Geology section of the British Association
in 1934, a secretary of the Geological Society of London (1929-1937)'
vice-President (1937-1939). He was a member of the Mineralogical
society of Great Britain (1923-1950), and of the Mineralogical society
of America (1927-1938) and a Fellow from 1938.
His mineralogical papers are very few and are mentioned below. An
account of his geologicaland palaeontologicalwork has already appeared
in the obituary notice in the Quarterly Journal, oJ the GeologicalSociety
oJ Lond.on(1951,106' Proceedingsp. lx).
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