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The American Petroleum rnstitute of Dallas, Texas, has pubiished preliminary Report
No. l,'Glossary' of clay Mineral Na.mes by Paul F. Kerr and p. K. Hamilton of columbia
university. This useful compilation gives definitions, brief descriptions, histories, and
main references to 246 minerals and mineral substances belonging to the clay group and to
closely allied groups.

E. Wu. HBrxnrcr
Uniaersity of Michigan

NEW MINERAL NAMES

Koktaite

Josr' S*axru, Koktaite, a new mineral of the syngenite group: Acia Acad.. Sci. Nat.
Moraoo-Si,lesiacoe 20, No. 1,26 pp. (1949) (Czech with French summary); through
Mineralog. Abs.,1o,352 (1948). Pseudomorphs after gypsum'r,ere founcl, associated with
gypsum' mascagnite, and ammonium alum in a lignite mine at zeravice near Kyjov, south-
east Moravia. x-ray photographs are similar to that of syngenite. The optical data agree
with those determined on artificial ammonium syngenite, (NHr)rCa(SOn)z.HzO. The
crystals are monocl in ic,  acicular ,  wi th the forms: [100J,  {110},  {001},  {011},  and {1011,
no c leavage, twins on {  100 }  f requent.  Opt ical ly  b iaxia l ,  neg. ,  a:1.524,  F:1.532,7:1.536,
2Y 72". Sp. gr.2.09. Decomposed by water with precipitation of gypsum. Origin of name is
not stated in abstract; perhaps named for J. Kokta, who analyzed the artificial salt.

Mrcrrlrl Fr,Brscnan

Dervillite

R. Wrrr,, La dervillite, espece minerale nouvelle:
Re,a. sci. nat. Auoergne, Clermont-Ferrand,Z,7l0-lll (1941); through Mineralog. Abs.,

r0,353-354 (1948).

"Small (0.3 mm.) crystals found in a cavity in native arsenic from Gabe Gottes mine,
Sainte-Marie-aux-Mines, Haute-Rhin (:Markirch, Alsace) are brownish_black with
metallic luster, black streak, low hardness, very brittle, and show at least one direcrion of
cleavage. They are soluble in HNo3 ,and contain Sb, pb, perhaps also J3i, and little sulfur.
A crystal measured by H. Ungemach, monoclinic, oibic:l.O6gl:1:1.4g53, with g forms,
has been lost, and no more material has been found. The r-ray powder pattern is distinct
from that of lautite and other minerals from the localitv."

DrscusstoN: rt is regrettable that the iiterature should be burdened with a name for
such incompletely described material.

M. F.

Varlamoffite

H. Bu'cnxsecn, Les mineraux de Belgique et du Congo Belge 1947,pp. 1g2-1g3; from
unpublished work by DeDycker.

Name given to a yeliow, earthy, porous mass of density 2.52 to 2.61 and supposediy
HzSnO3. The average of three analyses by Mlle. Gastellrei gave HzSnOs 59.22, SnO, 25.55,
SiO, 1.68, Fe2O3 9.45, Al2O3 2.22, IJzO 2.12; sum 1O0.24/s. Occurs in tin_bearing veins trf
Kalima and other regions of Mamiema, Belgian Congo.

Drscussrox: Compare the similar souxite (Arn. Mi.neral.,32r 372,1947).

M. F.
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PhosPhoscorodite

T. N. Sn.q,nr,uN .q.xn Y. S. Nnsrenove, Phosphoscorodite from Blyav (southern Urais):

Zapi'ski Vserossii Mineral. obshchesfua (Mem. soc. russe minerai.) ,76, 2|2_2|5 (|947);

through C hemical' Ab stracts, 43, 2898 (1949)'

Analysis of fineiy crystalline white material in the oxidation zone of the pyrite deposits

of  Blyav gave:  As2Os 26.12,P2Os16.03,  SOs 1 '82,  Fe:O: 4o'32,HzO1646Vo'  G' :3 '35-3 '5;

q : 1.7 58-1.7 62, y : l '7 7 7 -1.7 89 ; biaxial, positive'

Drscussrou: The composition, as given in the analysis above' corresponds to 50'2/6

scorodite, 49.8/6 strengite, but the oitical data indicate a composition closer to that of

scorodite. The new name is o.r.,"."..o'y1 phosphatian scorodite should be used'
M .  F .

Paraguanjuatite

peur- Raunonn, Las especes mineralogicas guanajuatita y paraguanajuatita: Comite

Direct. Inuest. Recursos Minerales Mexico Bol'' 20, 1-15 (1948)'

A portion of some specimens of guanajuatite, Bir(Se, S)3, from the type lccality' the

Santa Catarina Mine, Guanajuato, Mexico, were found to be rhombohedral paramorphs

after the original orthorhombic mineral. The rhombohedral mineral, named paraguana-

juatite, corrJsponds to BizSes synthesized by Carpanese, Periodico Mineral,. (Roma) 8'

289-290(1937). Opticat and r-ray data are given' From powder photographs' 46.:4'076 A

,":{n.l X. rfr" rt..r.tore is simiiar to those of tetradymite and tellurobism",ntr.r. 
u.
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Appointment of Dr. David M. Delo of washington, D. c., as the first Executive
Director of the American Geologicar rnstitute, was aonounced today (June 3, 1949) by
Dr. Detlev W. Bronk, Chairman of the National Research Council.

American Association of petroleum Geol- paleontological Society




