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In choosing axes for a crystal often the first selection is later found to
be unsatisfactory and a new set must be chosen. For example, the first
chosen cell may turn out to be larger than necessary and simplification
will follow adoption of the smaller cell. In dealing with the most general
crystal system-the triclinic-it becomes obvious that the crystal axes
a b c are not the axes of immediate reference. X-ray measurements de-
termine d6s1 for example, not c, and the relation between door and c is not
simple. An optical goniometer measures the angle between normals to
the faces (001) and (100) which is not B nor related simply to 9. Both
these types of measurements are related simply to a set of axes which are
perpendicular to the cell faces-the so called reciprocal cell axes. We find
that, in dealing with triclinic crystals we must have two systems of axes,
the direct system and the reciprocal system. This dual axial system is a
great convenience in computations for all crystal systems. Hence we seek
ways of converting information gathered and expressed in one system
into its proper expression in another system.

On a set of axes, a, b, c called the o basis we define a new set a'rb'rc'
called the o'basis by means of the vector expressions:

a': Otra+Arlb+Oilc l
b ' :Oua+OrrbtOrrc f  .  (1)

c': iDra*Oz:blOsc J

A vector V can be written on the a' basis as

(Y)", :1t/1ta'11112'b'lYt'c' . (2)

We can convert this back to the o basis by substituting fcr a', b' and c' their equivalents
on the a basis (eq.  (1)) :

($)" : !1 / (O1a{ iDnb * Osrc)

*Vz'(Orza*Oqzbf Oazc)

*Vr'(Oua*Oz:b*Orc)

which can be rearranged as:

(V)" : (OtrVl'+ OuVz' f OnV:')a

* (OnVr'* Q::V:' * OxVs' )b

*(anVr'f o:zVz'tiDsVr')c (3)

Let us adopt a short hand notation. The vector (Y)o':Vt'a'lYz'b'!Yl'c' will be written
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[v,'l [v,l
lVr'l . In this notation (V)": lvrl . But by eq. (3) this is

lv"J' lv,J"
f orVr' +o,rvi' +orrBr'l
I orrvr' +orrvr' +orrVr' I
lorvr'*opvz'*orrvrl "

The last array can be obtained by a purely

io"o',+',] [v'l
a: lo"orro"l and (V)",: lvz'l . we write

[o',+'o,f [v,'J",

mechanical rnanipulation of the arrays

(v)":o(v).,

rvhich is equivalent to:

1V,l  [o, 'o,ro,r]  [V, ')  f6,,V, ' torzV:'*o,,Vr')
jv,l :lo"o,o,,l Iv,'l :i+,,v,'*6,,v,'*oxV:'l &')
l.v'J" lo"orrorJ lv'!,, [a'v"*orzv"+orrv"J,

The 6.rst term of the resultant vector is formed by the first row of the
prefactor (iD in this case) and the first column of the post factor (V',

which has but one column, in this case). This first term of the resultant
vector is the sum of the products taken in order. Likewise the second
term of the resultant is formed from the second row of the prefactor and
the first column of the post factor, similarly for the third term of the re-
sultant, as can be seen by studying eq. (4'). If the post factor had more
than one column we could consider each column as a separate vector,
and get a resultant with the same number of columns as has the post
factor. This manipulation is "matrix multiplication." It is merely a me-
chanical method of handling equations.

As an examole we take:

We now examine the converse case, that is, convert a given (V), to
the o' basis. We imagine a matrix cp-l such that multiplying equation
(4) through by {i-t as a prefactor we get O-l(V)a:ID-1O(V),'=(V)"'.
Our problem now is to find such a matrix. We can solve eq. (1) by deter-
minants and find a, b, c, in terms of a', b', and c'. In terms of the new
functions of the iD67's we could now go through the previous analysis and

(4)
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reach the answer. The actions necessary to solve this problem by deter-
minants can be made into a mechanical manipulation.

By the determinant of a square matrix !F we mean the same array of
values but considered as a determinant instead of as a matrix, it is com-
monly written I iDl ; when we mean the vaiue of the determinant rather
than the array we will use A, By the (;i) minor of the determinant we
mean the determinant Ieft after striking out the ath row andTth column.
For example the (21) minor of I Ol is:

Aii: 
i lrz iFr:

' '  
L O r : Q r L

A determinant of but four terms can be immediately evaluated as the
major diagonal product less the other diagonal product:

iDrz iFr: Io": l  
* r ,  6 , ,  [ :o t 'o*-o 'o ' * '

The 9 term determinant can be evaluated in terms of the minors of any
row or column. For example to develop the determinant of O in terms of
the minors of the first row:

A : iDlAn - OLzArz* iDnAra.

The expression for development in terms of any other row or column is
ohvious, except for the matter of signs. The signs must be taken from the

scheme
+-+l
- + - | which gives to ea"ch ij minor the sign ( - 1) t+,.
r  r l- r - - f l

We define the "transposed" matrix iD which is merely iD with columns
written as rows and rows as columns.x

IOtrOrtOrtl

o: lo"orprrl . (5)
[O6OnOarJ

If A is the value of the determinant of iD in these terms we bave:

r  [ a t ' ( - t ) ' * t  
A ' r ( - 1 ) ' r 2  A ] 3 ( - 1 ) r ' r l

l oT : ; lA " ( - t ) t +z  o r r , - t ) 2+2  a r j ( - 1 )2+ ,  l .-  
i a r l - 11 ' * '  A r r ( - 1 ) r+ ,  A * ( -1 ; t * t 1

Since (6-11 : (6)-1 we can omit the parentheses and immediately vrrite o-t from (5). As an
(r o ol

example, forQ: l0 1/2 -l/21 . L:1/2 (A is the relative cell size. If A is negative one

lo r1z 1/2)
sJ'stem is right handed, the cther left handed.)

* This transposed matrix is identical to Barkerts matrix:

i u o * \
uou , /  u ' a ' u '  /  u "a "w"  : l  u '  t '  w '  I

lu"t:"2s")
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( , r yzo  o l  [ to  q  f  oo l
o - , : 21  0  r / 2 - r / z l : 10  1 -11  o ro - , : 10  111  .

I o r/2 r/2) [o r rJ lo -r rJ
In terms of our new matrix iF-l we now write

(v)",: o-r(v)". (6)

Now iF-l is so related to Q that QiD-1:iD-r'o:/, where 1 is a matrix with ones on the
major diagonal and zeros everywhere else:

In multiplying one square matrix by another we can consider the second
one as three single column matrices (vectors) and multiply them out to
give three vectors (single column matrices) which are written side by side
in proper order. This array is then considered to be the resultant matrix.
Trial proves that VI:IV: I/ hence we can consider eq. (6) as derived
from eq. (4) by multiplying eq. (4) through by the prefactor Q-1.

It is a fact that only square matrices have reciprocals and that not
every square matrix has a reciprocal.

As an example of the use of a reciprocal matrix we solve for the com-

ponents of - t )r l  when wri t ten on the o'  basis.  By eq. (6);
s/2)"

We notice in this equation that the three columns of lD-r are the com-
ponents of a, b, and c respectively on the o' basis. If we call (V)" the

"combined vector," since it is multiplied by the matrix prefactor iD-l,
and (V)"' the "uncombined vector," since it is multiplied by no matrix
prefactorl we can write this observation in the form of the following
transformation theorem which is a useful memory aid for vector trans-
formation equations.

Tr ansJormation T heorem.

In a vector transformation equation the three columns of the matrix
prefactor are the components of the three base vectors of the "combined
vector" on the reference system of the "uncombined vector."

Applying this memory aid to Eq. (4), that is to the converse relation
(V)" = o(V),, we would say that the three columns of Q are the three
components of the a' base vectors on the o basis. This is actually the case.

Vector Prod.ucts: By definition the vector product of two vectors r and
s is a vector, perpendicular to both r and s and of length rs sin (rs). It is

[ r oo )
1 : 1 0 1 0 1  .

1 . 0 0 l J

t 1  0  0 l l  I  j  l 1 l
(v) , , :o- , (9 , :  lo  t  t  i l  -1 /21 :  P l  .

l o  - t  1J  I  s /2 ) "  l ; J " ,
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apparent that it is the area of a parallelogram defined by r and s, hence
its vector nature. ft is an absolute quantity, independent of the basis on
which it is expressed. From its definit ion we see that rxs=-sxr and
that rXr:0. The cross Xearmarks this product as a vector product to
distinguish it from other kinds of products.

If we express both r and s on the a basis, then write the vector product,

rXs we have:

s:5raf52bfs3c

r: r ra*rzb*rs0

rXs: (rzs3 - r3sr)bX c-| (rrs, - rrsr) c X a* (rrsz- rzsr)aXb.

This is in terms of three new vectors, each of which is perpendicular to a
pair of the original set. We define these new ones as aA =bXcruB:cXa,

uC:aXb. We call this new set the ,4 basis and say that it rs a set recipro-
cal to the set a.

In terms of these new base*bectors we may write a vector product
mechanically by writing each vector twice in one column, striking out
the top and bottom member and "cross multiplying" as:

n s l

(7)

Since ,4 is perpendicular to b and c, and B is perpendicular to c and a,
then c is perpendicular to A and B. Similarly a is perpendicular to B
and C, and b to C and A. Hence, if the A basis is reciprocal to the a basis,
then the o basis can be made reciprocal to the.4 basis and the reciprocity
is mutual. We can hence form vector products of two vectors written
on the ,4 basis and get an answer written on the o basis but involving an
as yet undetermined scalar constant [/'.

Plane IVormals.' A plane (hkl) has axial intercepts a/h, b/k, c/1. A
vector (-a/h'tb/DX(-a/tt+c/l,) is perpendicular to this plane. Ex-
panding the cross product we have:

11,,,:Y"-p9Iu+1I! .
kt th hh

ff we multiply through by the scalar hklf u and substitute A for lf ubXc,
B for lf ucXa, C for l/uaXb we have, as a normal to the plane (hkl)

tr)*'":lf];
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That is, a line from the origin to the point f ll O o.rpenclicular to the

ptane (hkr). 
ll ) 

"
Scalar Products: By definit ion, the scalar product r.s of two vectors

r and s is a scalar of magnitude /.r cos (rs). It is an absolute quantity, in-
dependent of the basis on which it is written. It is the length of one of
the vectors multiplied by the component of the other vector on the first.
ft is earmarked by the dot to distinguish it from the vector product.

The Scalar Triple Prod,ucl.' Combining the definition of vector product
and scalar product we have the scalar triple product of three vector r, s,
and t as rxs.t. (The cross product is to be taken frrst.) ft is easily seen
to be the volume of the parallelepiped defined by r, s and t. It is also
an absolute quantity, independent of the basis on which it is written.

The scalar product can be formed rather simply by mixing the bases,
since A is perpendicular to b and c it has no component on them similarly
for B and C, hence we find:

r:rf l+r2b+hc
S:SrA-|&B*SaC

t ' 5:1r5ta 'A*rzSzb ' B*rr.grc ' C

substituting llf 1o, a, 9I1 ior g u.rd 
^Xb 

fo. C we have:

.. s: (r,s,+1,s,1",5,; t'%9 .
Hence if we take u equal to the volume of the unit cell:

a : a X b . c . . .  ( 9 )

We can simplify the expressicn of the scalar product to any one of the following:

(r)" . (S)" : (R)e' (s)" : 7r5,1"rS:*rrSr, a scalar

:Rrsr*Rzs:-|Rssr

: (R)r(s)": G)"(R)/: (i)"(S),{: (S),(r).. (10)

If the o basis has a reciprocal basis A, the o' basis must have a re-
ciprocal basis A'. The scalar product of two vectors is an absolute quan-
tity, independent of the basis of expression. Hence (S)"(r)"-(S)"O(r)"'
since (V),: o(V)",.

Here (S)eo must equal (S)o' whence

Conversely

(v)e,:6(v),.

(V)1:6-,(v)/,

(1 1)

(11 ' , )

We see then that the columns of O are the A base vectors expressed on
the A'basis and that the columns of O-r are the A'base vectors exDressed
on the ,4 basis.
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(V),:o(V). ' implies a transformation from indices (hkl) to (h'k' l ' )  where

(h'k' I ' ) :  (hkf ia. (r2)

For example, using the previous valueof O, a plane (111)' becomes, on

the a 'basis :

I to
(hhl)",:11111"1s 112

\o r/2
-,f,1 :1,,0r", .

1/2)

{  h ' \
plane (h'k' l ') has a normal N': lA'{ tft. l ine that is common to both

l t ' ) n
planes is perpendicular to both normals. It is given bythe vector product

NXN'. Since cross multipying of two vectors in the reciprocal system

gives the resultant vector in the direct system, we see that the vector
( k l '  - k ' l )

Z:ltn' - lnl l ies in both planes and is hence their intersection. Z is' lttk' - n'n\ "
called the zone axis. It is generally given as a zone symbol luvwl in square

brackets and if rt., 'I). 7.o have a common factor it is divided out. It is

emphasized that the zone symbol gives the components on the o basis of

a line parallel to all planes belonging to that zone.
Any plane (h"k"l") belonging to the zone Zhasits normal perpendicu-

Iar to the vector Z. H.ence the scalar product must vanish, and by eq'

(10) we have the zonal equation:

(n\
Aruw)"lkl :slxlsft lwt':O' (13)

UJ"

Rectangular Ares: We now introduce a special set of rectangular axes,

xyz. They are of unit length, mutually perpendicular and chosen so that

z lies along c and x lies in the plane of a and c. We have a transformation

which changes vectors from one basis to the other as:

(V)":m(V)"

(V)":m-r(V)*

(r4)

and conversely

(r4')
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where by the transformation theorem:

Here we do not assume that b is necessarily unity. If we are interested
in r-ray problems we use the true translations as, bn, c6 as in eq. (18").
ff we are interested only in interfacial angles, etc., we can use the axial
ratio values with D:1 in which case m becomes M. Since x, y and z are
mutually perpendicular and of unit length the volume of this cell is
unity and the * basis is self reciprocal. Since the columns of m are the
components of a, b and c on the r basis, we can write the scalar product
of a and b as: a.b : ab cos 7: ab vl sin 0*ab cos a cos B

whence

cos 7-cos a cos p
u t -

sin P

as af$zlsrz6zab2 cos2 a:b2 we find that:

i+Z@,d+coF
(1.5)

sin B

As

(V)"':o-'(V)" and (V)":m-'(V)* then
(V)'':4'-t--t1V)* and conversely
(v)*:mo(v)", (16)

I 1 t
Deriration of New Crystallogrophic Data: On the a/ basis, a': l0l ,

l 0J " '
whence we can compute its components on the * basis by (16). Its true
length is the square root of the sum of the squares of its components on
the o basis. Similarly we compute b' and c/ and can then find a new axial
rat io  a ' :b t :c ' .

Having computed (a')* and (b')* we normalize* them and take their
scalar product. This is cos 7'. Similarly ior a' and B'.

As an example we consider a monoclinic crystal for which a:b:c:
1.6:1:1.5,0:95" .  This  was found to be body centered when indexed on

t  1001
this cell. A transformation {: I O t 0l isusedtogive abasecentered

l - 1  0 1 1
cell. We wish to find the new a:b:c ratio ind the newB angle. Since

* Normalizing is reducing a vector to unit length by dividing each component by tJ-re
true length of the vector.
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This new o axis has a length a'-\/I.59392t1.93Q$2:2.2866, while
6 ' : 1 .00  and  c ' : 1 .500 .  Hence  a ' . b : c :2 .2866 :1 :1 .500 .  A l so  s i nce  (o ' ) *

and (c')* normalize to

[ .orzool fol
I  O I  and i01 respect ive ly  a 'c : - .717, :cos0' ,  whenceg' :135"49l .
[ - . 71700J .  l 1J

Just as the transformation from the o basis to the a' basis by means of
(V)",: o-t(V)" leads to the transformation from the ,4 basis to the A'
basis by means of (V)r,=O(V)" so the transformation from the o basis
to the r basis by means of (V)": m(V), leads to the transformation from
the ,4 basis to the r basis bv means of :

(V)*:m-'(V)a (r7)

(because the r basis is self reciprocal). We can now write an equation
relating the A basis directly to the a basis by combining (14) and (17):

r .seseoo l  i l l  I  r .soro' ]
0  1 0  i , ( a ' ; ' : 1 4 6 1 0 1 - ,  0 I '
. r 3eso l . s ]  l o j  l - t . o$sJ "

fq IoJ tq IoJ(b'),:moll : 
llJ., ,"',,: --l?l : 

[,:rl

(V)a:m-1m-1(V),r

and conversely:

(V),r:mm(VL'

On expanding (18') we find:

( oo' atbo cos r aoco cos gl

tp"o:l aobocos.y boz b0d0 ccs al(VL.

lcoeo cos 0 bofo CoS a do2 )

(18)

(18',)

(18")

Here we have used the true translation vectors 46, b6, c6 in order to de-
rive the standard equations (21) and (22). The subscript zero of As
indicates the fact that this basis is reciprocal to the ao basis instead of the
o basis. Actually just as ao is bo times as long as is a so Ao is t f bo times as
long as is A. If the axial angles of the reciprocal system are d*, B* and
y* an expression similar to eq. (18') must hold.

f Ao' AoBo cos y+ AoCo cos 9*l
(V)": lAoBo cos z* Bo2 BoCo cos o*l (V)n. (19)

lAoCo.ot F* BoCo cos ax Co2 )

Hence the 3X3 matrix in equation (18") must be identical to the re-
ciprocal of the 3 X 3 matrix in eq. (19). This reciprocal is:
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| | 1 (cos a* cos P* 1 (cos 7* cos a*
l- sin2 ax
I Aot AoBo -cos 7*) AoCo -cos P*)

1 i 1 (cos a* cos il* I . ^ .. 1 (cos p* cos 7*
l r : -  _ - i - - '  - - s i n 2 d *

V:2 sin2 ry* lAoBo -cos ?*) Bo2 tsoCe -cos a*)

where Vr:

I f (cos 7* cos c* I (cos px cos "y* I ^,-o ,
lA.G -cos P*)  BoCo -cos a*)  

- -  srn" 1

V
sin 7+

Equating corresponding major diagonal terms of (18") and u:

sin2 a*
an2: __- 

YzzAoz

sin2 6*
b^2:- 

VzzBo2

. sin2 'Y+

" Vz2Coz

Equating the other corresponding terms and making use of eqs. (21)
we obtain

(20)

(2r)

COS a:

cos P:

cos 7:

cos P* cos ?*-cos c*

sin €+ sin ryt

cos "y* cos a*-cos B*

sin 7* sin c*

cos c* cos P*-cos 7*

sin c* sin 0r

(22)

If the unstarred terms become starred and the starred terms lose their
sta,rs the resulting equations are also true.

The Reciprocal Lattice:The volume of the tetrahedron defined by the
vectors a/h,b/k. c/l is alternatively:

1 a  b  c  1  / a _ b \ / a _ 9 \
V o l  : -  

n X n . T  
a n d  V o l : ; d n * t x \ ,  

k /  \ h  t /

where drrr is the perpendicular from the origin to the plane (hkl). Equat-
ing these values of the volume and simplifying we have:

I t'l
dii ' '  lk l  :1'  (23)

U J^"
(h\

Since da4 and lfr | are both perpendicular to the plane (hkl,) we may
U  ) o o

write their absolute values:

li;l:l[f J.,l (24)
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Hence we see that the space lattice formed from the base vectors Ao, Bo
and Co by giving h, k and I all integral values is not only a three dimen-
sional plot of the normais of all planes (hkl) but is also a three dimen-
sional plot of the reciprocals of distances between atomic planes. It is
called a reciprocal lattice.

Since the absolute value of m:

the squares of its components on the r basis and this, by Eq. (17) is:
t h l

m-t l,A I we can use the m-l matrix as a means of computing interplanar
UJ

spacings. This is especially convenient for triciinic crystals.

1 _-:fDl lDzzlDaz (2s)

io''l (n)
lo,l :-- ' l t l  '  Q6)
[oJ UJ

By means of the transformation theorem we can set up the m-t matrix
in terms of reciprocal cell constants. By Eq. (17), the columns of m-t
must be the vectors Ao, Bo, C6, on the * basis. Hence

h )

+1, is the square root of the sum of
L  ) a o

/  l J

Formally.

f Ao sitr't'* 0 CoVr I
*-t :  I  Ao ccs 7* Bo Co cos a*l

[o  o  cov ,  I
(27)

where
cos p*-cos a+ cos.y*

sin 7*
(28)

and Vz is given by Eq. (20).
Applying the above we see that, indeed

A o 1  
1 1

: d ^ '  B o : a *  I  c o : ^ '

Hence we can evaluate the constant s of (27) by r-ray measurements alone
since:

. o . o * : & 4 1 " ' (  
t  -  1 -  1 \ : - d , o d o o r l - 1 - -  1 - - 1 - \

2 \dou2 donz  dmf  /  2  \do '12  doroz  dnn2, l  
'

cos d*:44loo (L----]-.__L1 - -a"o'a'v ( --r-.-L-- 1 \
2 \d,0,2 dtoo2 doorz,/ 2 \dror2 droo2 door2 /

and finally

. o . o * : d t 4 l ' o / _ 1  
1  1  \  - d r o n d o r o l  1  1  1  \'  2 \d;t 

-d.,p-aA 
) 

:- 
z 

' \ ; ;-aJ- 
d"-,- ) '  

(2e)
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As an example let us assume that

dro:5.000, dorc:6.667, door:4.000

dm:3.O91, dn:2.889, dn-4178.

From this data, Eqs. (29) give a*:74"49',0*:80o2', ?*:85"1'.  Also Vr:0.1510, Vr
:0.9532 So tbat:

(,.tooz o .ori8l
11-t:,1 .0174 .1500 .06551 .

| 0 0 .2s83)

From this matrix we can compute the d spacing and vector normal of any plane. Let us do
this for the plane (123).

Here

So that

1
. - : \/ .o1s8, +.tzogrrt 149, : .7 3ol

aPo

whence d12r:1.370. Finallv the trnit normal of the plane 1123) is

f .ossal f .rtzsl
r.37ol .12oel : | .rossi ,

l-.tr+o) l-.ozoz)
tlrat is, the factor that normalizes the vector perpendicular of the face (hkl) on the * basis
t> uhkl.

Suuuenv

1.  (V)" :A(V)" ' t ransforms vectors (V)" 'on the o 'basis  to the proper
expression on the o basis. Here the columns of lD are the o' base vectors
expressed on the a basis.

2. (V)",: O-1(V)" transforms V from the o basis to the o/ basis, the
columns of Q-t are the o base vectors written on the a' basis.

3. The vector product of two vectors r and s rvritten in the same sys-
tem is expressed on the reciprocal system as

["s'-'"s')
i l lnr- r$sl

lrrsz 
-rzsrj e

where u is the volume of the direct space unit cell.
4. The scalar product of two vectors r and s one of which is expressed

on the direct system, the other on the reciprocal system is: rrsr*rzsz
*rass.

I tl [ .osssl
a:m- ' i  2 l : l  .120e1.

l.-Jl l- .7r4e)
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I h )
5. A plane (hkt) has a normal lftl and this vector is of length

l I  ) "
where dw,t is the distance of this plane from the origin. Hence it
distance between such planes.

715

1

da"t
is the

6. The vector product of the normals of two planes (hkl) and (h'h'l')
is a vector parallel to the line of intersection of the two planes. It is called
the zone axis. The vector, written in transposed form is the zone symbol.

7. The vector product of two vectors formed from zone symbols is a
vector in reciprocal space and hence represents a plane in direct space.




