MEMORIAL OF GREGORI AMINOFF
Tom. F. W. BartH, Universily of Chicago, Chicago, Illinots.

Professor Gregori Aminoff, mineralogist and crystallographer, one of
the great scholars of Sweden, died on February 11, 1947. Rarely has a
scientist had a broader field of interest. He was well educated, accom-
plished and productive in the fine arts as in science; non omnis moriat.

Gregori Aminoff was born at Stockholm in 1883 and took his first
University examination at Uppsala in 1905. For the following ten years,
however, he turned to the cultivation of the fine arts for which he was
especially gifted—music and painting. In Paris he studied with Matisse,
in Ttaly he further developed his skill in landscape and portrait painting,
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His return to science was abrupt, and in 1918 he received his doctor’s
degree. In 1923 he became the successor of Hjalmar Sjogren, professor
and director of the mineralogical division of the Riksmuseum at Stock-
holm. It is amusing to note that this was the third position he had applied
for at the Museum. A draftman’s job was his first ambition, assistant
curator his second. The first two applications were turned down.

In his numerous publications are reflected his versatility and compre-
hensive knowledge of working methods and theory in all fields of modern
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mineralogy. He started the study of crystal structures with x-ray meth-
ods at Stockholm’s Hogskola as early as 1918, and subsequently he pur-
sued this line of research, which at that time was in its infancy, with
great ardor and success. He obtained results of great general and theo-
retical interest in those early days of crystal structure work, in investi-
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gating and interpreting the atomic structures of twinned crystals, and
of unknown structures. Likewise Aminoff’s work on the evaporation
phenomena in crystals, and especially his study of the diffraction phe-
nomena of electron rays from crystals are among the finest works of
crystal physics. Of great help in his advanced crystallo-physical work was
the active collaboration of Dr. Birgit Broomé, herself an accomplished
physicist, now his widow. In later years he and his wife devoted much of
their time developing new and better methods in x-ray spectroscopy and
its application to chemical mineralogy. This field of research is still al-
together unknown in America, but for more than 20 years the x-ray
emission spectrograph has been a routine tool in Aminoff’s laboratory.
Shortly before his death he devised a spectrograph based on new princi-
ples, especially designed for chemical mineralogy. At his death he was
experimenting with high dispersion technique, as can be seen from the
spectrareproduced by him as a New Year’s card and mailed to his friends
(Fig. 1). After his death his wife has continued the work and carried out
the construction of the instrument.
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