MEMORIAL OF GERALD FRANCIS LOUGHLIN
WILBUR S. BURBANK, U. S. Geological Survey, Washington, D. C.

Gerald Francis Loughlin, former Chief Geologist of the United States
Geological Survey, passed away in the evening of October 22, 1946, a
little over two years from the time that he had relinquished his adminis-
trative duties in order to devote himself to research. After more than 25
vears of unselfish devotion to administrative services he had looked
forward to continuing some of his earlier research activities and to work-
ing in new fields. His death, from a heart attack, came as an unexpected
shock to his friends as well as to his immediate family, for he had suf-
fered no serious illness, although he had been slightly indisposed a week
or so prior to his death from what appeared to be a minor ailment. His
greatly increased responsibilities in the last few years of service as Chief
Geologist during the war had been a considerable strain and one from
which he had not fully recovered his normal vigor.

Loughlin was born in Hyde Park, Massachusetts, December 11, 1880,
the son of John Francis Loughlin and Adelia (Lane) Loughlin. After
seven years of training in the Boston Latin School he entered the
Massachusetts Institute of Technology in 1899 and received the degree
of Bachelor of Science in geology in 1903. As an undergraduate at
“Tech” his interest in geology was first aroused by Professor W. O.
Crosby, with whom he spent his earliest days in the field and with whom
he collaborated on his first publication. Shortly after his graduation he
worked as a field assistant with the United States Geological Survey and
the Connecticut Geological Survey under Dr. Herbert E. Gregory, study-
ing the clays and clay industry of that State. He then entered the Yale
Graduate School under a teaching fellowship, and there he received
his doctorate in 1906. His graduate work, which was carried on under
Gregory, Pirsson, and Barrell, dealt with problems of igneous and meta-
morphic geology in Connecticut and adjacent States, and in the period
before his death he turned again to these early interests; he began to
prepare a review of certain phases of the metamorphic geology of New
England, and to aid in the preparation of a new geologic map of Con-
necticut.

In 1906 Loughlin returned to Boston, and he held an instructorship
in geology at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology until 1912.
Beginning in 1910, he also served summers as Junior Geologist with the
United States Geological Survey, first with Frank C. Calkins in Idaho
and later with Waldemar Lindgren at Tintic, Utah. Partly through the
interest of these men in his work he decided to become permanently
associated with the Geological Survey and went to Washington, D. C.,
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in 1912, His field work carried him again into the west, where under
B. S. Butler and his associates he contributed to the comprehensive study
of the mining districts of Utah then under way. In 1913 he also made a
special mineralogic and structural study of newly developed oxidized
zinc ores of the Leadville district, Colorado, and later the same year
reviewed the field work in this district with J. D. Irving, who was then
working on the uncompleted manuscript of the report on Leadville
started by S. F. Emmons before his death. A few years later Irving
entered into war service in France, where he died in 1918, and the entire
task of completing the Leadville Professional Paper then fell to Loughlin.

In the meantime, when he returned to Washington after the 1913
season, he had assumed the subjects of building stones and cements for
the annual volumes on Mineral Resources, then prepared by the Geo-
logical Survey. In this commodity work he brought to bear his charac-
teristic thoroughness and analytical approach, and he soon won recog-
nition for his investigative contributions in the mineral industry as well
as in the field of scientific geology. Within a few years, however, his re-
search work in economic geology became increasingly interrupted by
administrative duties, for in 1917 he was appointed Chief of the non-
metals section of the Division of Mineral Resources, and in 1918 was in
charge of the section of metal resources as well as of stone and lime inves-
tigations. In 1920 he assumed charge of the entire division of Mineral
Resources including its western offices, a position which he held until
1924, when the activities of this division were transferred to the Bureau
of Mines. During his service with this division he contributed many
chapters to the annual reviews of mineral resources, and made a number
of special investigations of building stone that won him national recog-
nition as an authority on this subject.

Dr. Loughlin served from 1924 to 1935 as Geologist in Charge of the
Section of Metalliferous Geology, and from 1935 to 1944 as Chief Geolo-
gist of the Geological Survey. From 1944 until his death, he served as
Special Scientist, and as a staff geologist, advisory to the Director and to
the Chief Geologist. During the years of administrative service he man-
aged to continue his investigations of mining districts and of special
geologic subjects, completing the widely known Professional Paper on
the Leadville mining district in 1925 and initiating a study of deep-level
mining activities in the Cripple Creek district of Colorado. He always
kept in close touch with a broad field of economic geology and con-
tributed papers in petrology, ground water, economics of minerals, and
other special subjects, besides his larger publications that are interna-
tionally recognized as important contributions to economic geology.

He was a research man at heart, but he possessed that combination
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of qualities desirable for effective administration of scientific work.
Guided by his own urge in scientific pursuit, he was always sympatheti-
cally appreciative of the work and aspirations of others and ever willing
to devote much time to helpful advice and criticism. Being of the older
administrative school, he was not given to easy familiarity in his every-
day professional contacts, but at his ease and through other informal
associations he displayed an ever present fund of humor and enjoyment
of comradeship. One of his favorite forms of relaxation was in music. Be-
fore and during his college years he had become proficient enough with
a flute to engage in amateur and even in professional orchestral work,
and he also sang and played the piano. He was also active in college musi-
cal shows and composed music as well as verse for several of them. This
enjoyment of music and of light satire inspired him to take part in many
shows of the Pick and Hammer Club of the Geological Survey where the
foibles of the organization, administrative or geologic, were annually
ridiculed. He contributed to the musical scores and jibes at these per-
formances and could never resist an invitation to train and lead the
choral activities of the vocally inclined geologists.

Dr. Loughlin was a member of many national scientific and engineer-
ing societies, in several of which he served on administrative committees
or held positions of honor. He was President of the Society of Economic
Geologists in 1940 and of the Geological Society of Washington in 1923,
and had served as Councilor and in other capacities with the Geological
Society of America. He was also a member of the American Institute of
Mining and Metallurgical Engineers, the American Association of Petro-
leum Geologists, the American Geophysical Union, and of the Washing-
ton Academy of Sciences, and a Fellow of the Mineralogical Society of
America and of the American Association for the Advancement of Sci-
ence. He was a prominent and active member of the All Souls Unitarian
Church of Washington, D. C., and belonged to the Cosmos Club in that
city. He was a member of the Society of Sigma Xi.

When Dr. Loughlin returned to Boston in 1906 he married Grace
Elizabeth French of Boston, Massachusetts, who with their daughter,
Mrs. Wilbur S. Burbank, and two grandchildren, all of Washington,
D. C., survive him.
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