
NOTES AND NEWS

THE ANALYSIS OF TWO SAMPLES OF PITCHBLENDE ORE FROM
GREAT BEAR LAKE, CANADA

JonN PurueM M-c,ner-nl

In connection with the cotiperative program of scientific study on the
pitchblende ore from Great Bear Lake, complete analyses have been
made of the two samples from v-hich have been derived the material
used in all previously described experiments. As these analyses have
been requested by several workers, it was thought possibly worth while
to put them on record.

In both cases the material came from the workings of the Eldorado
Gold Mines, Ltd., at LaBine Point, Great Bear Lake, N.W.T., Canada.
Sample 1 came from Pit No. 1, Vein No. 1, from near lhe surface in the
early days of the workings. Sample 2 came from the 800-foot section of
No. 2 Vein, at more than 100 feet below ground. Both samples were
supplied by H. S. Spence of the Canadian Department of Mines, from
material personally obtained by him at the mines. For his kindness we
are deeply grateful.

Sample 1 is the identical material used by Lindgren (1932), Newhouse
(1932), von Grosse (1933), Piggot (1933), Aston (1933), Marble (1934),
Marble (1936), and Nier (1939) in various studies. Sample 2 is the ma-
terial described by Marble (1937), and on which further work is norv in
progress.

It should be made clear that these are analyses of the ore samples as
received, and do not represent the pure mineral species. A considerable
amount of silica, some sulfides, and a few small fragments of country
rock are present. The low density is to be accounted for by the silica
and silicates. The silver reported is present as metallic silver, which
accompanies the pitchblende. The percentages of lead, uranium, and
thorium are the mean of the previously published values. Nearly all the
other fi.gures are the mean of two or more closely agreeing determina-
tions.

The courtesy of the Director of the U. S. Geological Survey and of the
Assistant Secretary of the U. S. National Museum for the use of labora-
tory facilities is gratefully acknowledged.
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