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BOOK REVIEW

INTRODUCTORY ECONOMIC GEOLOGY. W. A. Tarr. 664 pages and 249
figures. McGraw-Hill Book Co., New York, 1930. Price $5.00.

In this recently published texbook on economic geology, the author reverses the
order of treatment commonly used and discusses the metallic resources first. This
order of treatment follows logically from his thesis, “All primary mineral deposits
(i.e., all aggregates of a mineral or minerals) have their original source in magmas”
from which secondary deposits have been formed by weathering. It may require a
stretch of the imagination for some to see the connection between deposits of mag-
matic origin and deposits of coal, petroleum and natural gas, as shown in the “Clas-
sification of Mineral Deposits” on page 32.

After discussing the origin of different types of mineral deposits, the author de-
scribes each substance individually under the following general headings: history,
mineralogy, composition of deposits, gangue minerals, tenor of ores, descriptions of
the more important mineral deposits in the Umted States, foreign deposits, uses and
production.

Aside from the clear presentation of the subject matter, there are a number of
features which are worthy of commendation. For example, materials which are
associated in use are associated in the book; thus, the discussion of iron is followed
by a discussion of the ferroalloy metals. The general use of graphs instead of numer-
ical data to show the statistics of production is a decided improvement over most
other textbooks on the subject.
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