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the crystal structures considered.

NOTES AND NEWS

BUHEDRA]. MAGNESITE CRYSTAIS FROM WINKLER
COUNTY, TEXAS

JouN T. LoNsn-nlr, A ' tr M ' College ol Texas'

I Rogers, Austin F., Euhedral Magnesite Crystals from San Jose' California:

Americin Mineral'ogist,Vol. 8, pp. 138-140, 1923' Dobbel, Lilian M'' Magnesite

Crystals from Orangedale, Norra- Scotia: Americon Mineralogisl' Vol' 8' pp' 223-

228, t923.



JOT]RNAL MINERALOGICAL SOCIETY OF AMERICA 23g

were separated from the matrix by digestion in dilute hydrochloric acid with the
result that the crystal faces were dimmed and in some instances destroyecl. Rela-
tively few crystals with good terminations were obtained because of this fact.

A number of the crystals were analyzed by p. J. A. Zeller,of the Texas Engineer-
ing Experiment Station with the result given below:
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rn this analysis the crystals were dissolved in hydrochloric acid so that the result
represents only soluble material. There was Ieft a small amount of insoluble ma-
terial derived from minute inclusions in the mineral. Thin sections revealed a very
small amount of iron oxide some of which may have gone into solution furnishing
at least part of the iron of the analysis.

The indices of refraction obtainabre from a cleavage of the mineral are
1.595+.003 and 1.72+.005, the latter being o, the former a value intermediate
between o and e diagnostic for rnagnesite of the composition shown in the analysis.

Dr. Victor M. Goldschmidt, professor of mineralogy and crystallography at the
University of G6ttingen, gave a nurnber of lectures on chemical geology at the
University of London.

Dr. william F' Foshag of the Smithsonian rnstitution and the u. S. National
Museum gave a series of lectures at Princeton University on the ,,Ore Deposits
of Mexico". one lecture was also given on the "saline Deposits of the western
United States".

The Smithsonian rnstitution has announced the gift of a perfect sphere of flaw-
less rock crystal, believed to be the largest in the world. Mrs. worcester Reed
warner gave the gift as a memorial to her late husband whose achievements were
largely in the manufacture of astronomical instruments made from quartz. The
crystal ball measures l2l( in. in diameter and weighs 106fu pounds. The block
ol quartz from which the ball was cut is said to have come from Burma and must
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have weighed over 1000 pounds. It was cut in China and polished in Japan' The

ball is now the property of the United States National Museum'

A second impression of the weII known work "Petrographic Methods" by

Arthur Holmes has recently been issued by Thomas Murby & Co', London' It

was reprinted by the phototype process and because of this fact can be ofiered at

a great reduction in price compared with the first edition. The cost of the first

edition was 31/6d, while that of the second is only 15/-.

A new method of imbedding extremely fine mineral particles or ore samples in

bakelite in preparation for microscopic study is described by R' E' Head and Morris

Slavin in Technical Paper No. 10 of the united States Bureau of Mines. The

twelve page pamphlet is entitled ,'A New Development in the Preparation of

Briquetted Mineral Grains" and can be purchased from the Bureau for 15 cents.

Dr.E.L.Bruce,Mi l lerMemoria lProfessorofGeologyatQueen'sUnivers i ty ,
Kingston, Canada, sailed on May 23rd to spend the summer chiefly in Finland'

PROCEEDINGS OF SOCIETIES
NEW YORK MINERALOGICAL CLUB

Minutes oJ the March Meeting'

A regular monthly rneeting of the New York Mineral'ogical CIub was called to

order by President Herbert P. Whitlock at the American Museum of Natural

History on the evening of March lg,1930, with an attendance of 56'

Mr. John T. Gordon and Miss Gwynne Richards of New York City were

elected to membership.

Dr. Kunz exhibited an unusually long (38 cms') tapering crystal of colorless

quartz from Brazil, and Mr. Grenzig showed a large "half-breed" oI crystallized

limestone furnish the most constant supply of good mineral specimens'

of excellent iantern slides.
Hon,qcr R. Br,lNr, SecretorY

PHILADELPHIA MINERALOGICAL SOCIETY

Academy oJ Nattratr Seiences, Philadel|hia, Morch 6th, 1930

As ta tedmee t i ngo f t hePh i t r ad ' e l ph ioM ine ra l og i ca l soc ie t ywashe ldon the

above date, Mr. Toothaker presiding' Upon favorable recommendation of the

Councii, Dr. Leopoid Pessel was elected a member of the Society'




