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THE NATURE, ORIGIN, AND INTERPRETATION OF THE ETCH
FIGURES ON CRYSTALS. A. p. HoNnss. XIII+171 pages, with 16 figures
and 79 original photographs of etch figures. John Wiley and Sons, New york,
1927.

This is the first comprehensive treatise on etch figures to be published in the
united states, for Anerican mineralogists have generally'paid but little attention
to this field of investigation. The value of the etch method in the accurate classifi-
cation of crystals as to symmetry, and especially in connection with X-ray analysis
and other methods of study, is well presented.

excellent, especially the original photographs of the etch figures observed by the
author on the 10 minerals studied by him.

The text is a very creditable and timely contribution to our knowleclge of the
character and value of etch figures.

Eoweru H. Knaus

PROCEEDINGS OF SOCIETIES

PHILADELPHIA MINERALOGICAI. SOCIETY.

Academy oJ Natural Sciences of Philad.el,phi.a, February 2, jgZA.

A stated meeting of the Philadelphia Mineralogical Society was held on the
above date with an attendance of thirty-seven members and eleven visitors.
The president, Mr. Clay, presided.

The following were elected to membership: Messrs. J. T. Hendren and H.
Stafiord; Messrs. Fred Reinitz and Mr. S. B. Gilliard were elected to junior mem-
beiship.

Mr. Gage exhibited and described certain minerals recently found at Franklin,
N. J.

Dr. Paul F. Kerr of Columbia University then addressed the society on " M in-
eral,ogy applied to the study of gems.,, The speaker described the various methods
used to distinguish between natural and synthetic sapphires and rubies, between
culture pearls and natural pearls; also how to distinguish amber from its various
imitations. The talk, which was illustrated by lantern slides was followed by a
general discussion.

F. A. Cqonr, Sectetary



l J 6 T H E AM ERI CA N M I N ERA LOGI ST

THE MINERALOGICAL SOCIETY (ENGLAND)

Mi'neral'ogi.cal, Soci.ety, lautary 10.-Dr' G' T' Prior, F'R'S', President' in

the chair.
Da. L. J. SpeNcnn: Potari'te, a nezu mineral' tliscouered' by the lale Sir lohn

Harrison in British Guiona. small nuggets and grains of a brittle white metal have

deterrnined to 0.0002c. c.

Mr. W. CeM.psnlr, Slnrn: The optical' orienl'ati'on oJ labraitorite frorn County Down

(Irelanit), d,etermined. by the Feilorov method.. 
'[he labradorite from basaltic dikes

at St. John's Point, Ardglass, Co. Down, of which the chemical composition and

refractive indices were published in 1912 has been studied by the Fedorov method

and the optical orientation determined.

Dn. C. E. T[r,Bv demonstrated the inversion of Ca,SiO4 in a metamorphic

Iimestone from Larne, Co. Antrim, (Irelanil) and Mn' A' F' Harr'ruoNo exhibited

an electro-magnetic separator for mineral powders.

NEW MINERAL NAMES

Genevite

L. Durlnc aNo M. Gvpsrx: Sur la genevite, un Nouveau Mineral' (Genevite'

a new mineral) . Bull. Soc. Fran. M ineral,., 50, 4146, 1927 '

N.lut: (Derivation not given, perhaps ftom Geneta, Switzerland' residence of

L. Drrlanc).
Cseurcar, PRoPERTTEs: Essentially a silicate of calcium and aluminum'

Analysis: Sior 37.11, AIzOa 76.19, Fe2o$ 3.05, Feo 2'53, Mno trace, Cao 33'67'

MgO z.tZ, KrO 0.66, NazO 0.46, lF,2O 2'70, rgn' Ioss 1'01; Sum 99'55' Easily at-

tacked by hot HCI. Fuses at 3 to a gray enamel'

cnvsrelrocnnpllrc PRopERTrrs: Tetragonal. Prismatic. Faces z(110).

Cleavage (100) poor. The basal section shows two cleavages'
prrvsrcar_ mqn oprrcar Pnoporrrrs: Transparent, colorless, uniaxial. Elonga-

tion negative. ns: 1.707, np: 1.698.

occunnrNce, Found as embedded crystals in a gray limestone interbedded in

carbonaceous schists of Paleozoic Age.


