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MEMORIAL OF EDWARD FULLER HOLDENX

Etw.qnp H. Knaus, Uniaersil^'t of Michigan

While on a vacation trip with his family, parents, and friends'

Edward Fuller Hol<len was drowned at North Deer Isle, Maine,

August 5, 1925. In the tragic death of Dr. Holden the Department

of Mineralogy of the UniversitY of

Michigan lost a valuable member of its

staff and the science of mineralogy an

energetic investigator with unusual

promise for splendid achievement. Dr.

Holden is survived by his widow, Bea-

trice M. Holden, and three small sons.

Edward Fuller Holden was born at

Woonsocket, Rhode Island, August 28,

1901, rvhere his father, Amasa Amidon

Holden, was principal of the high school.

His mother, Mary Barnes Hclden, is a

direct descendant of Edward Fuller of

the Mayflower grouP. Dr. Holden's

early training was obtained in the

schools of Woonsocket, and of York,

Pennsylvania, where the family removed in 1913. After completing

the high school course in the latter city, Dr. Holden entered the

Pennsylvania State College in January, 1918, where he enrolled

as a siudent of mining engineering. His unbounded energy and

doctor of philosoPhY in t925.

At an early age Dr. Holden evidenced great interest in minerals

which was stimulated by a course in general science pursued in the

* Memorial read at the sixth annual meeting oi the Mineralogical Society of

America, New Ilaven, Conn., December 28, 1925.
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Ar.ocrsr. From the autumn of. I92l until his death Dr. Holden
held the position of instructor in mineralogy in the university of
Michigan and during this period earned his graduate degrees.

While a student at the Pennsylvania State College Dr. Holden
became interested in the cause of color in minerals, and to this
problem he devoted much of his time at the University of Michi-
gan, making notable contributions to its solution. His papers on
the cause of color in rose quartz, smoky qtartz, and amethyst
established a new standard for publications in this fietd. Dr.
Holden's thorough training in the various phases of mineralogy,
and in chemistry and physics, permitted him to approach this
problem from several standpoints as had not been the case with
many of the earlier investigators of this subject. His paper on the
pigmentation of amethyst was awarded the Walker prize f.or
1925 by the Boston Society of Natural History and was adjudged
as being of unusual merit. Had Dr. Holden been spared to con_
tinue his researches he would have undoubtedly contributed much
toward clarifying the perplexing problem of the cause of color in
minerals. At the time of his death Dr. Holden had published
sixteen papers and in addition had collaborated with the writer
in the preparation of a textbook on Gems and Gem Materials
which was published shortly aftei his death.

In I92l Dr. Holden began abstracting papers on mineralogical
and geological subjects for Chemical Abstracts and in !922 became
associate editor of that division of the journal. He also contri-
buted numerous abstracts to Tnr Aupnrcex MrNrn,q.Locrsr and
the Rrvun nB GBorocro. In all he prepared over twelve hundred
abstracts for these publications, in addition to several book
reviews. rn 1923 he was also appointed associate editirr of Tnn
AuBnrcaN Mrxrnarocrsr.

Dr. Holden attended the organization meeting of the Mineralogi_
cal Society of America in December, I9!9, and became a charter
member. In 1922 he was elected to fellowship in the Society.
He was also a fellow of the American Association for the Advancl_
ment of Science and a member of the Michigan Academy of



JOT]RNAL MINERALOGICAL SOCIETY OF AMERICA 59

science, Arts and Letters and of the Junior Research club of the

University of Michigan' He also held membership in the Tau

Beta Pi, Phi Kappa Phi, and Sigma Xi fraternities'

The intense scholarly activity and splendid scientific achieve-

ment of this short life of twenty-four years will remain an excep-

tional record in the history of American mineralogy'
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PROCEEDINGS OF THE SIXTH ANNUAL MEETING
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The Mineralogical society of America held its sixth annual meeting at YaIe

MineroJogi,c Inilruction". This paper is printed in full in this number'


