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INTRODUCTION

The Colle Fabbri outcrop of massive, and scoriaceous rocks 
has attracted the attention of researchers about its ultimate 
nature. Ricci (1882), during Þ eld research prior to opening 
the Lignite mine beneath Colle Fabbri, mapped this rock and 
called it �marna rossa combusta� (i.e., �Red burnt Marlstone�). 
Stoppa (1988) attributed to this outcrop a mantle-derived nature, 
naming the rock Þ rst �euremite,� then carbonatite, and Þ nally 
uncompahgrite. Stoppa et al. (2005) suggested a further new 
name for this rock: leucite-wollastonite melilitolite. Melluso et 
al. (2003) showed that the main rock type at the Colle Fabbri 
outcrop (i.e., euremite/carbonatite/uncompahgrite/melilitolite 
beneath the Bocchini House; see Fig. 1 of Stoppa et al. 2005) 
has a complex and strongly variable mineralogy, paragenesis, and 
chemistry, which follow a trend straddling at least two thermal 
barriers in relevant orthomagmatic systems. On this basis, Mel-
luso et al. (2003) interpreted its genesis from a completely dif-
ferent point of view, making inferences about the paramagmatic 
(i.e., pyrometamorphic) nature of the outcrop, and endorsing the 
primordial hypothesis of Ricci (1882). In our opinion, the data re-
ported in the comment of Stoppa et al. (2005) strengthen�rather 
than weaken�the Þ ndings about the pyrometamorphic nature 
of the Colle Fabbri rock. 

In this note, we will refer mainly to the wollastonite-, ge-
hlenite-, anorthite-, and fassaite-bearing rock found at Colle 
Fabbri, and particularly to the rock making the innermost por-
tion of the entire outcrop, the so-called �euremite� (Stoppa 1988; 
Melluso et al. 2003; Stoppa et al. 2005), and we will not deal with 
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the genesis of the Italian potassic rocks, which have been widely 
discussed in the recent International literature (e.g., Cox et al. 
1976; Barbieri et al. 1979; Civetta et al. 1981; Peccerillo 1985, 
1998, 1999, 2001, 2003; Peccerillo and Manetti 1985; Rogers 
et al. 1985; De Fino et al. 1986; Peccerillo et al. 1987, 1988; 
Di Girolamo and Morra 1988; Clausen and Holm 1990; Bec-
caluva et al. 1991, 2002; Conticelli et al. 1991, 1992, 1997, 2002; 
Conticelli and Peccerillo 1992; Stoppa and Lavecchia 1992; Di 
Girolamo et al. 1995, 1999; Ayuso et al. 1998; Conticelli 1998; 
Peccerillo 1999, 2003; Downes et al. 2002; Gasperini et al. 2002; 
Bell 2003; Bell et al. 2003; Perini et al. 2003, 2004). Nor will we 
consider the so-called Italian carbonatites, which also have been 
debated extensively in the recent literature, where several com-
pelling doubts have been raised as to their ultimate nature (e.g., 
Barker 1996; Peccerillo 1998, 2004; Downes et al. 2002) but, to 
date, understated. In addition, we will not take into consideration 
the wollastonite-, plagioclase-, and gehlenite-bearing rock found 
at Ricetto, which shows strong mineralogical and compositional 
similarities with the Colle Fabbri one, and for which there is a 
general consensus regarding its pyrometamorphic nature (Mel-
luso et al. 2003, 2005; Capitanio 2005; Capitanio et al. 2004; 
Stoppa et al. 2005).

OCCURRENCE AND SAMPLES

The Ricetto and Colle Fabbri rocks have many similarities 
on the basis of petrological and compositional characteristics 
(Melluso et al. 2003, 2005). Regarding their geological setting, 
however, the only common characteristic is that they are found 
well within the Apennine chain. The Colle Fabbri paralava, which 
is the argument of the present reply, is found in an intrapen-
nine basin, well within one of the most important Italian lignite 
mining districts: the �Bastardo Mine,� which has been mined 


