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X-ray structure study (R = ~0.02) of the Kola mineral and a
grain from the Ilímaussaq intrusion, Greenland, showed the new
formula to be that given above. The triclinic symmetry and cell
dimensions were confirmed, and the space group was estab-
lished as  P1

–
. J.L.J.
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S.F. Glavatskikh, M.E. Generalov, N.V. Trubkin (1997) New data

on natural tungsten carbide. Transactions Russ. Acad. Sci., Earth
Sci. Sections, 352(1), 81–83 (English translation from Doklady
Akad. Nauk, 352, 226–229).

Angular grayish black grains of WC were extracted from
basaltic scoria taken at a depth of 1.8 m at the Trubka fumarole

of the Great Tolbachik Fissure Eruption of 1975–1976,
Kamchatka Peninsula, Russia. The grains are polycrystalline
aggregates, up to 0.5 mm across, in which individuals are short
prisms rarely exceeding 10 µm. Electron microprobe analysis
gave 87.41 W, 0.26 Si wt%. Electron diffraction patterns are
consistent with hexagonal symmetry, space group P63/mmc, a
= 2.90(1), c = 2.84(1) Å; the X-ray powder pattern (10 lines
listed) is in good agreement with data for synthetic WC. Tremo-
lite, poorly crystalline graphite, corundum, and glass of vari-
able composition occur as microinclusions. Moissanite and
cohenite have also been identified as occurring at the Trubka
fumarole.

Discussion. For previous reports of WC occurrences, see
Am. Mineral., 74, p. 948 (1989). J.L.J.

Akimotoite, (Mg,Fe)SiO3, a new silicate mineral of the ilmenite group in the Tenham chondrite, N. Tomioka and K.
Fujino, Division of Earth and Planetary Sciences, Graduate School of Science, Hokkaido University, Sapporo 060–0810, Japan,
from American Mineralogist, v. 84, 267–271, 1999.

ERRATUM

The authors regret providing an electron micrograph of Figure 3a without a scale bar. The corrected figure is shown below.

FIGURE 3. Intergrowth of akimotoite with clinoenstatite. (a) Electron micrograph. Transverse
fractures are common in the akimotoite.


